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FOREWORD

To be like Jesus—this is the goal set forth by John the beloved: “Whoever says, ‘I abide
in Him,” ought to walk just as He walked” (1 John 2:6, NRSV). And Peter declared: “Christ
also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow His steps” (1 Peter 2:21).

span class="footnote" >The Upward Look, 344.

The present volume, prepared in the offices of the Ellen G. White Estate, is designed
to help readers fix their eyes on Jesus, noting how He lived, studying His attitudes and
practices, and encouraging them to follow His example. How important was prayer in His
life? How did He relate to inspired writings? How did He use time and other God-given
talents? What was His attitude toward the natural world, toward the moral law, toward
healthful living? The daily readings are grouped around these and other practical topics
month by month, helping to make clear that salvation involves much more than simply
saying, “I believe.” It means loving Jesus, obeying Him, and seeking to be like Him.

The devotional readings have been selected from a wide range of Ellen White articles,
books, and letters, written over a span of many decades. To confine them to a single page,
repetitive or less-pertinent portions of the original message have been omitted, but these
omissions, indicated by marks of ellipsis, have in no way distorted or changed the meaning
of the original passage.

Most of the texts used at the beginning of the daily readings are quoted from the New
King James Version of the Bible, but a few have been taken from the New Revised Standard
Version because in these texts gender-inclusive language sets forth more precisely the
meaning of the Bible writer. For the same reason, without making any change in Mrs.
White’s thought this book uses inclusive language where it is clear that Ellen White meant
to include both males and females in a passage.

During a difficult experience in her 70-year ministry Ellen White wrote: “Jesus is my
precious Savior. I want to copy the pattern. How exact in principle and upright in conduct
was He! He gave no place to Satan when he was tempted. How wide awake He had to be
to discern the tempter’s wiles. Oh, if we would only walk and work as Jesus worked, how
strict would be all our transactions with believers and unbelievers;



span class="footnote" >Manuscript Releases 7:146.
It is our hope and prayer that this book of devotional messages may help every reader
reach the goal set forth in the words of this old familiar hymn:

“Be like Jesus, this my song,In the home and in the throng;
Be like Jesus all day long!
I would be like Jesus.”

The Trustees ofThe Ellen G. White ® Estate
Silver Spring, Maryland






January—Communing With God

Jesus, Our Pattern, Depended on Prayer

Who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and supplications,
with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to save Him from death, and was
heard because of His godly fear. Hebrews 5:7, NKJV.

Evening is drawing on as Jesus calls to His side three of His disciples, Peter, James, and
John, and leads them across the fields, and far up a rugged path, to a lonely mountainside....

The light of the setting sun still lingers on the mountaintop, and gilds with its fading
glory the path they are traveling. But soon the light dies out from hill as well as valley,
the sun disappears behind the western horizon, and the solitary travelers are wrapped in the
darkness of night....

Presently Christ tells them that they are now to go no farther. Stepping a little aside
from them, the Man of Sorrows pours out His supplications with strong crying and tears.
He prays for strength to endure the test in behalf of humanity. He must Himself gain a fresh
hold on Omnipotence, for only thus can He contemplate the future. And He pours out His
heart longings for His disciples, that in the hour of the power of darkness their faith may
not fail....

At first the disciples unite their prayers with His in sincere devotion; but after a time
they are overcome with weariness, and, even while trying to retain their interest in the
scene, they fall asleep. Jesus has told them of His sufferings; He has taken them with Him
that they might unite with Him in prayer; even now He is praying for them. The Savior has
seen the gloom of His disciples, and has longed to lighten their grief by an assurance that
their faith has not been in vain.... Now the burden of His prayer is that they may be given a
manifestation of the glory He had with the Father before the world was, that His kingdom
may be revealed to human eyes, and that His disciples may be strengthened to behold it.
He pleads that they may witness a manifestation of His divinity that will comfort them in
the hour of His supreme agony with the knowledge that He is of a surety the Son of God
and that His shameful death is a part of the plan of redemption.

His prayer is heard. While He is bowed in lowliness upon the stony ground, suddenly
the heavens open, the golden gates of the City of God are thrown wide, and holy radiance
descends upon the mount, enshrouding the Savior’s form. Divinity from within flashes
through humanity, and meets the glory coming from above. Arising from His prostrate
position, Christ stands in godlike majesty. The soul agony is gone. His countenance
now shines “as the sun,” and His garments are “white as the light.”—The Desire of Ages,
419-421.



Christ’s Example Gives Power to Resist
Temptation

It came to pass that Jesus also was baptized; and while He prayed, the heaven was
opened. And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and
a voice came from heaven which said, ‘“You are My beloved Son; in You I am well
pleased.” Luke 3:21, 22, NKJV.

Christ’s professed followers may be strong in the Lord if they avail themselves of the
provisions made for them through the merits of Jesus. God has not closed the heavens
against the humble prayers of repenting, humble, believing souls. The humble, simple,
earnest, persevering prayer of the faithful one will now penetrate heaven, as surely as did
the prayer of Christ [when He was baptized]. Heaven opened to His prayer, and this shows
us that we may be reconciled to God, and that communication is established between God
and us through the righteousness of our Lord and Savior. Christ took upon Him humanity,
and yet He was in close, intimate relationship with God. He linked humanity with His
divine nature, making it possible for us also to become partakers of the divine nature, and
thus escape the corruption that is in the world through lust.

Christ is our example in all things. In response to His prayer to His Father, heaven
was opened, and the Spirit descended like a dove and abode upon Him. The Holy Spirit of
God is to communicate with men and women and to abide in the hearts of the obedient and
faithful. Light and strength will come to those who earnestly seek it in order that they may
have wisdom to resist Satan, and to overcome in times of temptation. We are to overcome
even as Christ overcame.

Jesus opened His public mission with fervent prayer, and His example makes manifest
the fact that prayer is necessary in order to lead a successful Christian life. He was
constantly in communion with His Father, and His life presents to us a perfect pattern
which we are to imitate....

We are dependent upon God for success in living the Christian life, and Christ’s
example opens before us the path by which we may come to a never-failing source of
strength, from which we may draw grace and power to resist the enemy and to come off
victorious.—The Signs of the Times, July 24, 1893.



Approaching God With Reverence

He said to them, ‘“When you pray, say: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your
name. Your kingdom come.” Luke 11:2, NKJV.

To hallow the name of the Lord requires that the words in which we speak of the
Supreme Being be uttered with reverence. “Holy and reverend is his name” (Psalm 111:9).
We are never in any manner to treat lightly the titles or appellations of the Deity. In prayer
we enter the audience chamber of the Most High; and we should come before Him with
holy awe. The angels veil their faces in His presence. The cherubim and the bright and
holy seraphim approach His throne with solemn reverence. How much more should we,
finite, sinful beings, come in a reverent manner before the Lord, our Maker!

But to hallow the name of the Lord means much more than this. We may, like the Jews
in Christ’s day, manifest the greatest outward reverence for God, and yet profane His name
continually. “The name of the Lord” is “merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant
in goodness and truth ... forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin” (Exodus 34:5-7). Of
the church of Christ it is written, “This is the name wherewith she shall be called, The Lord
our Righteousness” (Jeremiah 33:16). This name is put upon every follower of Christ. It
is the heritage of the child of God. The family are called after the Father. The prophet
Jeremiah, in the time of Israel’s sore distress and tribulation, prayed, “We are called by thy
name; leave us not” (Jeremiah 14:9).

This name is hallowed by the angels of heaven, by the inhabitants of unfallen worlds.
When you pray, “Hallowed be thy name,” you ask that it may be hallowed in this world,
hallowed in you. God has acknowledged you before men and angels as His child; pray that
you may do no dishonor to the “worthy name by the which ye are called” (James 2:7). God
sends you into the world as His representative. In every act of life you are to make manifest
the name of God. This petition calls upon you to possess His character. You cannot hallow
His name, you cannot represent Him to the world, unless in life and character you represent
the very life and character of God. This you can do only through the acceptance of the grace
and righteousness of Christ.—Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, 106, 107.



Pray for Daily Bread

Give us this day our daily bread. Matthew 6:11, NKJV.

Like [a] child, you shall receive day by day what is required for the day’s need. Every
day you are to pray, “Give us this day our daily bread.” Be not dismayed if you have not
sufficient for tomorrow. You have the assurance of His promise, “So shalt thou dwell in the
land, and verily thou shalt be fed.” David says, “I have been young, and now am old; yet
have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread” (Psalm 37:3, 25)....

He who lightened the cares and anxieties of His widowed mother and helped her to
provide for the household at Nazareth sympathizes with every mother in her struggle to
provide her children food. He who had compassion on the multitude because they “fainted,
and were scattered abroad” (Matthew 9:36) still has compassion on the suffering poor. His
hand is stretched out toward them in blessing; and in the very prayer which He gave His
disciples, He teaches us to remember the poor....

The prayer for daily bread includes not only food to sustain the body, but that spiritual
bread which will nourish the soul unto life everlasting. Jesus bids us, “Labour not for the
meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life” (John 6:27).
He says, “I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread,
he shall live for ever” (Verse 51). Our Savior is the Bread of Life, and it is by beholding
His love, by receiving it into the soul, that we feed upon the bread which came down from
heaven.

We receive Christ through His Word, and the Holy Spirit is given to open the Word of
God to our understanding and bring home its truths to our hearts. We are to pray day by
day that as we read His Word, God will send His Spirit to reveal to us the truth that will
strengthen our souls for the day’s need.

In teaching us to ask every day for what we need—both temporal and spiritual
blessings—God has a purpose to accomplish for our good. He would have us realize our
dependence upon His constant care, for He is seeking to draw us into communion with
Himself. In this communion with Christ, through prayer and the study of the great and
precious truths of His Word, we shall as hungry souls be fed; as those that thirst, we shall
be refreshed at the fountain of life.—Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, 111-113.



Have a Forgiving Spirit

If you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you;
but if you do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.
Matthew 6:14, 15, NRSV.

Our savior taught His disciples to pray: “Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors.” A great blessing is here asked upon conditions. We ourselves state these
conditions. We ask that the mercy of God toward us may be measured by the mercy which
we extend to others. Christ declares that this is the rule by which the Lord will deal with
us. “If ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: but
if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”
Wonderful terms! but how little are they understood or heeded.

One of the most common sins, and one that is attended with most pernicious results,
is the indulgence of an unforgiving spirit. How many will cherish animosity or revenge
and then bow before God and ask to be forgiven as they forgive. Surely they can have no
true sense of the import of this prayer or they would not dare to take it upon their lips. We
are dependent upon the pardoning mercy of God every day and every hour; how then can
we cherish bitterness and malice toward our fellow sinners! If, in all their daily relations,
Christians would carry out the principles of this prayer, what a blessed change would be
wrought in the church and in the world! This would be the most convincing testimony that
could be given to the reality of Bible religion....

We are admonished by the apostle: “Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that
which is evil; cleave to that which is good. Be kindly affectioned one to another with
brotherly love; in honour preferring one another.” Paul would have us distinguish between
the pure, unselfish love which is prompted by the spirit of Christ, and the unmeaning,
deceitful pretense with which the world abounds. This base counterfeit has misled many
souls. It would blot out the distinction between right and wrong, by agreeing with the
transgressors instead of faithfully showing them their errors. Such a course never springs
from real friendship. The spirit by which it is prompted dwells only in the carnal heart.

While Christians will be ever kind, compassionate, and forgiving, they can feel no
harmony with sin. They will abhor evil and cling to that which is good, at the sacrifice
of association or friendship with the ungodly. The spirit of Christ will lead us to hate sin,
while we are willing to make any sacrifice to save the sinner.—Testimonies for the Church
5:170, 171.



Have a Heart Filled With Gratitude

Then Moses and the children of Israel sang this song to the Lord, and spoke,
saying: “I will sing to the Lord, for He has triumphed gloriously! The horse and
its rider He has thrown into the sea! The Lord is my strength and song, and He has
become my salvation. He is my God, and I will praise Him; my father’s God, and I
will exalt Him.” Exodus 15:1, 2, NKJV.

Like the voice of the great deep, rose from the vast hosts of Israel that sublime
ascription. It was taken up by the women of Israel, Miriam, the sister of Moses, leading
the way, as they went forth with timbrel and dance. Far over desert and sea rang the joyous
refrain, and the mountains reechoed the words of their praise....

This song and the great deliverance which it commemorates made an impression never
to be effaced from the memory of the Hebrew people. From age to age it was echoed by
the prophets and singers of Israel, testifying that Jehovah is the strength and deliverance of
those who trust in Him. That song does not belong to the Jewish people alone. It points
forward to the destruction of all the foes of righteousness and the final victory of the Israel
of God. The prophet of Patmos beholds the white-robed multitude that have “gotten the
victory,” standing on the “sea of glass mingled with fire,” having “the harps of God. And
they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb” (Revelation
15:2, 3)....

Such was the spirit that pervaded Israel’s song of deliverance, and it is the spirit that
should dwell in the hearts of all who love and fear God. In freeing our souls from the
bondage of sin, God has wrought for us a deliverance greater than that of the Hebrews at
the Red Sea. Like the Hebrew host, we should praise the Lord with heart and soul and
voice for His “wonderful works to the children of men.” Those who dwell upon God’s
great mercies, and are not unmindful of His lesser gifts, will put on the girdle of gladness
and make melody in their hearts to the Lord. The daily blessings that we receive from the
hand of God, and above all else the death of Jesus to bring happiness and heaven within our
reach, should be a theme for constant gratitude. What compassion, what matchless love,
has God shown to us, lost sinners, in connecting us with Himself, to be to Him a peculiar
treasure!—Patriarchs and Prophets, 288, 289.



Pray in Jesus’ Name

My little children, these things I write to you, that you may not sin. And if anyone
sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 1 John 2:1,
NKJV.

We have an advocate at the throne of God, which is encircled by the bow of promise,
and we are invited to present our petitions in the name of Christ before the Father. Jesus
says: Ask what ye will in My name, and it shall be done unto you. In presenting My name,
you bear witness that you belong to Me, that you are My sons and daughters, and the Father
will treat you as His own, and love you as He loveth Me.

Your faith in Me will lead you to exercise close, filial affection toward Me and the
Father. I am the golden chain by which your heart and soul are bound in love and obedience
to My Father. Express to My Father the fact that My name is dear to you, that you respect
and love Me, and you may ask what you will. He will pardon your transgressions, and adopt
you into His royal family—make you a child of God, a joint heir with His only-begotten
Son.

Through faith in My name He will impart to you the sanctification and holiness which
will fit you for His work in a world of sin, and qualify you for an immortal inheritance in
His kingdom. The Father has thrown open, not only all heaven, but all His heart, to those
who manifest faith in the sacrifice of Christ, and who through faith in the love of God return
unto their loyalty. Those who believe in Christ as the sin-bearer, the propitiation for their
sins, the intercessor in their behalf, may through the riches of the grace of God lay claim to
the treasures of heaven....

The prayer of the contrite heart unlocks the treasure-house of supplies, and lays hold of
omnipotent power. This kind of prayer enables the suppliant to understand what it means
to lay hold of the strength of God, and to make peace with Him. This kind of prayer causes
us to have an influence over those with whom we associate.... It is our privilege and duty to
bring the efficacy of the name of Christ into our petitions, and use the very arguments that
Christ has used in our behalf. Our prayers will then be in complete harmony with the will
of God.—The Signs of the Times, June 18, 1896.



Our Prayers Will Be Answered

For then you will have your delight in the Almighty, and lift up your face to God.
You will make your prayer to Him, He will hear you, and you will pay your vows. Job
22:26, 27, NKJV.

In his prayer for His disciples Christ said: “I sanctify myself, that they also might be
sanctified through the truth. Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall
believe on me through their word.” In His prayer Christ includes all those who shall hear
the words of life and salvation through the messengers whom He sends....

Can we by faith comprehend the fact that we are beloved by the Father even as the Son is
beloved? Could we indeed lay hold of this and act up to it, we would indeed have the grace
of Christ, the golden oil of heaven, poured into our poor, thirsty, parched souls. Our light
would no longer be fitful and flickering, but would shine brightly amid the moral darkness
that like a funeral pall is enveloping the world. We should by faith hear the prevailing
intercession that Christ continually presents in our behalf, as He says: “Father, I will that
they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my
glory, which thou hast given me; for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.”

Our Redeemer encourages us to present continual supplications. He makes to us most
decided promises that we shall not plead in vain. He says: “Ask, and it shall be given you;
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. For every one that asketh
receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.”

He then presents the picture of a child asking bread of its father, and shows how much
more willing God is to grant our requests than parents are to grant their child’s petition....

Our precious Savior is ours today. In Him our hopes of eternal life are centered. He is
the One who presents our petitions to the Father, and communicates to us the blessing for
which we asked.—The Signs of the Times, June 18, 1896.



Not Only Pray, but Ask and Work!

Then the Kking said to me, “What do you request?”’” So I prayed to the God of
heaven. And I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, ... I ask that you send me
to Judah, to the city of my fathers’ tombs, that I may rebuild it.” Nehemiah 2:4, 5,
NKJV.

While Nehemiah implored the help of God, he did not fold his own hands, feeling
that he had no more care or responsibility in the bringing about of his purpose to restore
Jerusalem. With admirable prudence and forethought he proceeded to make all the
arrangements necessary to ensure the success of the enterprise....

The example of this holy man should be a lesson to all the people of God, that they are
not only to pray in faith, but to work with diligence and fidelity. How many difficulties we
encounter, how often we hinder the working of Providence in our behalf, because prudence,
forethought, and painstaking are regarded as having little to do with religion! This is a grave
mistake. It is our duty to cultivate and to exercise every power that will render us more
efficient workers for God. Careful consideration and well-matured plans are as essential to
the success of sacred enterprises today as in the time of Nehemiah....

Men and women of prayer should be men and women of action. Those who are
ready and willing will find ways and means of working. Nehemiah did not depend upon
uncertainties. The means which he lacked he solicited from those who were able to bestow.

The Lord still moves upon the hearts of kings and rulers in behalf of His people. Those
who are laboring for Him are to avail themselves of the help that He prompts men and
women to give for the advancement of His cause. The agents through whom these gifts
come may open ways by which the light of truth shall be given to many benighted lands.
These people may have no sympathy with God’s work, no faith in Christ, no acquaintance
with His Word; but their gifts are not on this account to be refused.

The Lord has placed His goods in the hands of unbelievers as well as believers; all may
return to Him His own for the doing of the work that must be done for a fallen world. As
long as we are in this world, as long as the Spirit of God strives with human hearts, so long
are we to receive favors as well as to impart them.—The Southern Watchman, March 15,
1904.



Pray in Submission to God’s Will

Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all
these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man. Luke 21:36,
NKJV.

Pray often to your heavenly Father. The oftener you engage in prayer, the closer your
soul will be drawn into a sacred nearness to God. The Holy Spirit will make intercession for
the sincere petitioner with groanings which cannot be uttered, and the heart will be softened
and subdued by the love of God. The clouds and shadows which Satan casts about the soul
will be dispelled by the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness, and the chambers of
mind and heart will be illuminated by the light of Heaven.

But be not discouraged if your prayers do not seem to obtain an immediate answer.
The Lord sees that prayer is often mixed with earthliness. People pray for that which will
gratify their selfish desires, and the Lord does not fulfill their requests in the way which
they expect. He takes them through tests and trials, He brings them through humiliations,
until they see more clearly what their necessities are. He does not give to His children
those things which will gratify a debased appetite, and which will prove an injury to human
agents, and make them a dishonor to God. He does not give men and women that which
will gratify their ambition, and work simply for self-exaltation. When we come to God, we
must be submissive and contrite of heart, subordinating everything to His sacred will.

In the garden of Gethsemane, Christ prayed to His Father, saying, “O my Father, if it
be possible, let this cup pass from me.” The cup which He prayed should be removed from
Him, that looked so bitter to His soul, was the cup of separation from God in consequence
of the sin of the world. He who was perfectly innocent and unblamable became as one
guilty before God, in order that the guilty might be pardoned and stand as innocent before
God. When He was assured that the world could be saved in no other way than through the
sacrifice of Himself, He said, “Nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt.” The spirit
of submission that Christ manifested in offering up His prayer before God is the spirit that
is acceptable to God. Let the soul feel its need, its helplessness, its nothingness, let all its
energies be called forth in an earnest desire for help, and help will come.—The Review and
Herald, November 19, 1895.



To Avoid Darkness, Stay Close to God

Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to
this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints. Ephesians 6:18,
NKJV.

Some are not naturally devotional, and therefore should encourage and cultivate a habit
of close examination of their own lives and motives, and should especially cherish a love
for religious exercises and for secret prayer. They are often heard talking of doubts and
unbelief, and dwelling upon the wonderful struggles they have had with infidel feelings.
They dwell upon discouraging influences as so affecting their faith, hope, and courage in
the truth and in the ultimate success of the work and cause in which they are engaged, as to
make it a special virtue to be found on the side of the doubting.

At times they seem to really enjoy hovering about the infidel’s position and
strengthening their unbelief with every circumstance they can gather as an excuse for their
darkness. To such we would say: You would better come down at once and leave the walls
of Zion until you become converted....

But what is the reason of these doubts, this darkness and unbelief? I answer: These men
and women are not right with God. They are not dealing honestly and truly with their own
souls. They have neglected to cultivate personal piety. They have not separated themselves
from all selfishness and from sin and sinners. They have failed to study the self-denying,
self-sacrificing life of our Lord and have failed to imitate His example of purity, devotion,
and self-sacrifice.

The sin which easily besets has been strengthened by indulgence. By their own
negligence and sin they have separated themselves from the company of the divine
Teacher....

We are engaged in an exalted, sacred work. Those who profess to be called to teach the
truth to those who sit in darkness should not be bodies of unbelief and darkness themselves.
They should live near to God, where they can be all light in the Lord. The reason why
they are not so is that they are not obeying the Word of God themselves; therefore doubts
and discouragements are expressed, when only words of faith and holy cheer should be
heard.Testimonies for the Church 2:513-516.



Pray to Reflect Christ’s Unfathomable Love

He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He
not with Him also freely give us all things? Romans 8:32, NKJV.

Who can measure the love Christ felt for a lost world as He hung upon the cross,
suffering for the sins of the guilty? This love was immeasurable, infinite.

Christ has shown that His love was stronger than death. He was accomplishing
humanity’s salvation; and although He had the most fearful conflict with the powers of
darkness, yet, amid it all, His love grew stronger and stronger.... The price was paid to
purchase the redemption of men and women, when, in the last soul struggle, the blessed
words were uttered which seemed to resound through creation: “It is finished.” ...

The length, the breadth, the height, the depth, of such amazing love we cannot fathom.
The contemplation of the matchless depths of a Savior’s love should fill the mind, touch
and melt the soul, refine and elevate the affections, and completely transform the whole
character....

Some have limited views of the atonement. They think that Christ suffered only a small
portion of the penalty of the law of God; they suppose that, while the wrath of God was felt
by His dear Son, He had, through all His painful sufferings, the evidence of His Father’s
love and acceptance; that the portals of the tomb before Him were illuminated with bright
hope, and that He had the abiding evidence of His future glory. Here is a great mistake.
Christ’s keenest anguish was a sense of His Father’s displeasure. His mental agony because
of this was of such intensity that many can have but faint conception of it....

Here is love that no language can express. It passes knowledge. Great is the mystery
of godliness. Our souls should be enlivened, elevated, and enraptured with the theme of
the love of the Father and the Son to humanity. The followers of Christ should here learn
to reflect in some degree that mysterious love preparatory to joining all the redeemed in
ascribing “blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, ... unto him that sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.”—Testimonies for the Church 2:212-215.



Gain Spiritual Strength Through Prayer

Now in the morning, having risen a long while before daylight, He went out and
departed to a solitary place; and there He prayed. Mark 1:35, NKJV.

Because the life of Jesus was a life of constant trust, sustained by continual communion,
His service for heaven was without failure or faltering. Daily beset by temptation,
constantly opposed by the leaders of the people, Christ knew that He must strengthen His
humanity by prayer. In order to be a blessing to people, He must commune with God, from
Him obtaining energy, perseverance, steadfastness.

The Savior loved the solitude of the mountain in which to hold communion with His
Father. Through the day He labored earnestly to save men, women, and children from
destruction. He healed the sick, comforted the mourning, called the dead to life, and
brought hope and cheer to the despairing. After His work for the day was finished, He went
forth, evening after evening, away from the confusion of the city, and bowed in prayer to
His Father. Frequently He continued His petitions through the entire night; but He came
from these seasons of communion invigorated and refreshed, braced for duty and for trial.

Are the ministers of Christ tempted and fiercely buffeted by Satan? So also was He
who knew no sin. In the hour of distress He turned to His Father. Himself a source of
blessing and strength, He could heal the sick and raise the dead; He could command the
tempest, and it would obey Him; yet He prayed, often with strong crying and tears. He
prayed for His disciples and for Himself, thus identifying Himself with human beings. He
was a mighty petitioner. As the Prince of life, He had power with God, and prevailed....

Those who teach and preach the most effectively are those who wait humbly upon
God, and watch hungrily for His guidance and His grace. Watch, pray, work—this is the
Christian’s watchword. The life of a true Christian is a life of constant prayer. He knows
that the light and strength of one day is not sufficient for the trials and conflicts of the next.
Satan is continually changing his temptations. Every day we shall be placed in different
circumstances; and in the untried scenes that await us we shall be surrounded by fresh
dangers, and constantly assailed by new and unexpected temptations. It is only through
the strength and grace gained from heaven that we can hope to meet the temptations and
perform the duties before us.—Gospel Workers, 255-258.
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Plead for Wisdom and Power

As the deer pants for the water brooks, so pants my soul for You, O God. My soul
thirsts for God, for the living God. Psalm 42:1, 2, NKJV.

Those who at Pentecost were endued with power from on high were not thereby freed
from further temptation and trial. As they witnessed for truth and righteousness they were
repeatedly assailed by the enemy of all truth, who sought to rob them of their Christian
experience. They were compelled to strive with all their God-given powers to reach the
measure of the stature of men and women in Christ Jesus. Daily they prayed for fresh
supplies of grace, that they might reach higher and still higher toward perfection.

Under the Holy Spirit’s working even the weakest, by exercising faith in God, learned
to improve their entrusted powers and to become sanctified, refined, and ennobled. As in
humility they submitted to the molding influence of the Holy Spirit, they received of the
fullness of the Godhead and were fashioned in the likeness of the divine.

The lapse of time has wrought no change in Christ’s parting promise to send the Holy
Spirit as His representative. It is not because of any restriction on the part of God that the
riches of His grace do not flow earthward to humanity. If the fulfillment of the promise is
not seen as it might be, it is because the promise is not appreciated as it should be. If all were
willing, all would be filled with the Spirit. Wherever the need of the Holy Spirit is a matter
little thought of, there is seen spiritual drought, spiritual darkness, spiritual declension and
death. Whenever minor matters occupy the attention, the divine power which is necessary
for the growth and prosperity of the church, and which would bring all other blessings in
its train, is lacking, though offered in infinite plenitude....

Companies of Christian workers should gather to ask for special help, for heavenly
wisdom, that they may know how to plan and execute wisely. Especially should they pray
that God will baptize His chosen ambassadors in mission fields with a rich measure of His
Spirit. The presence of the Spirit with God’s workers will give the proclamation of truth
a power that not all the honor or glory of the world could give.—The Acts of the Apostles,
49-51.
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Pray Silently, Continually

Let the hearts of those rejoice who seek the Lord! Seek the Lord and His strength;
seek His face evermore! 1 Chronicles 16:10, 11, NKJV.

Prayer is not understood as it should be. Our prayers are not to inform God of something
He does not know. The Lord is acquainted with the secrets of every soul. Our prayers need
not be long and loud. God reads the hidden thoughts. We may pray in secret, and He who
sees in secret will hear, and will reward us openly.

The prayers that are offered to God to tell Him of all our wretchedness, when we do
not feel wretched at all, are the prayers of hypocrisy. It is the contrite prayer that the Lord
regards. “For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy;
I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to
revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.”

Prayer is not intended to work any change in God; it brings us into harmony with God.
It does not take the place of duty. Prayer offered ever so often and ever so earnestly will
never be accepted by God in the place of our tithe. Prayer will not pay our debts to God....

The strength acquired in prayer to God will prepare us for our daily duties. The
temptations to which we are daily exposed make prayer a necessity. In order that we may
be kept by the power of God through faith, the desires of the mind should be continually
ascending in silent prayer.

When we are surrounded by influences calculated to lead us away from God, our
petitions for help and strength must be unwearied. Unless this is so, we shall never
be successful in breaking down pride and overcoming the power of temptation to sinful
indulgences which keep us from the Savior. The light of truth, sanctifying the life, will
discover to the receiver the sinful passions of the heart which are striving for the mastery,
and which make it necessary ... to stretch every nerve and exert all the powers to resist Satan
that he or she may conquer through the merits of Christ.—Messages to Young People, 247,
248.
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Take Your Children to Jesus in Prayer

Then little children were brought to Him that He might put His hands on them
and pray, but the disciples rebuked them. Matthew 19:13, NKJV.

In the days of Christ mothers brought their children to Him, that He might lay His
hands upon them in blessing. By this act they showed their faith in Jesus and the intense
anxiety of their hearts for the present and future welfare of the little ones committed to
their care. But the disciples could not see the need of interrupting the Master just for the
sake of noticing the children, and as they were sending these mothers away Jesus rebuked
the disciples and commanded the crowd to make way for these faithful mothers with their
little children. Said He, “Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for
of such is the kingdom of heaven.”

As the mothers passed along the dusty road and drew near the Savior, He saw the
unbidden tear and the quivering lip, as they offered a silent prayer in behalf of the children.
He heard the words of rebuke from the disciples, and promptly countermanded the order.
His great heart of love was open to receive the children. One after another, He took them
in His arms and blessed them, while one little child lay fast asleep, reclining against His
bosom. Jesus spoke words of encouragement to the mothers in reference to their work,
and oh, what a relief was thus brought to their minds! With what joy they dwelt upon
the goodness and mercy of Jesus, as they looked back to that memorable occasion! His
gracious words had removed the burden from their hearts and inspired them with fresh
hope and courage. All sense of weariness was gone.

This is an encouraging lesson to mothers for all time. After they have done the best
they can do for the good of their children, they may bring them to Jesus. Even the babes in
their mothers’ arms are precious in His sight. And as the mother’s heart yearns for the help
she knows she cannot give, the grace she cannot bestow, and she casts herself and children
into the merciful arms of Christ, He will receive and bless them, He will give peace, hope,
and happiness to mother and children.—Good Health, January 1880.
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A Prayer That Includes Us

Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” And
they divided His garments and cast lots. Luke 23:34, NKJV.

A great multitude followed the Savior to Calvary, many mocking and deriding; but
some were weeping and recounting His praise. Those whom He had healed of various
infirmities, and those whom He had raised from the dead, declared His marvelous works
with earnest voice, and demanded to know what Jesus had done that He should be treated
as a malefactor....

Jesus made no murmur of complaint; His face remained pale and serene, but great drops
of sweat stood upon His brow. There was no pitying hand to wipe the death-dew from His
face, nor words of sympathy and unchanging fidelity to stay His human heart. He was
treading the winepress all alone; and of all the people there was none with Him. While the
soldiers were doing their fearful work, and He was enduring the most acute agony, Jesus
prayed for His enemies— ‘Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.”

His mind was borne from His own suffering to the crime of His persecutors, and the
terrible but just retribution that would be theirs. He pitied them in their ignorance and guilt.
No curses were called down upon the soldiers who were handling Him so roughly, no
vengeance was invoked upon the priests and rulers who were the cause of all His suffering,
and were then gloating over the accomplishment of their purpose, but only a plea for their
forgiveness—"“for they know not what they do.”

Had they known that they were putting to exquisite torture One who had come to save
the sinful race from eternal ruin, they would have been seized with horror and remorse.
But their ignorance did not remove their guilt; for it was their privilege to know and accept
Jesus as their Savior. They rejected all evidence, and not only sinned against Heaven in
crucifying the King of Glory, but against the commonest feelings of humanity in putting
to a torturous death an innocent man. Jesus was earning the right to become the Advocate
for humanity in the Father’s presence. That prayer of Christ for His enemies embraced
the world, taking in every sinner who should live, until the end of time.—The Spirit of
Prophecy 3:152-154.
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In Sincere Pursuit of Truth We Commune With
God

The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the
hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints.
Ephesians 1:18, NKJV.

In a knowledge of God all true knowledge and real development have their source.
Wherever we turn, in the physical, the mental, or the spiritual realm; in whatever we behold,
apart from the blight of sin, this knowledge is revealed. Whatever line of investigation we
pursue, with a sincere purpose to arrive at truth, we are brought in touch with the unseen,
mighty Intelligence that is working in and through all. The mind of humanity is brought
into communion with the mind of God, the finite with the Infinite. The effect of such
communion on body and mind and soul is beyond estimate.

In this communion is found the highest education. It is God’s own method of
development. “Acquaint now thyself with him” (Job 22:21) is His message to humankind.
The method outlined in these words was the method followed in the education of the father
of our race. When in the glory of sinless manhood Adam stood in holy Eden, it was thus
that God instructed him....

When Adam came from the Creator’s hand, he bore, in his physical, mental, and
spiritual nature, a likeness to his Maker. “God created man in his own image” (Genesis
1:27), and it was His purpose that the longer human beings lived the more fully they should
reveal this image—the more fully reflect the glory of the Creator. All the faculties were
capable of development; their capacity and vigor were continually to increase. Vast was the
scope offered for their exercise, glorious the field opened to their research.... Face-to-face,
heart-to-heart communion with his Maker was his high privilege. Had he remained loyal
to God, all this would have been his forever....

But by disobedience this was forfeited. Through sin the divine likeness was marred,
and well-nigh obliterated. Man’s physical powers were weakened, his mental capacity was
lessened, his spiritual vision dimmed. He had become subject to death. Yet the race was
not left without hope. By infinite love and mercy the plan of salvation had been devised,
and a life of probation was granted. To restore in the human family the image of their
Maker, to bring them back to the perfection in which they were created, to promote the
development of body, mind, and soul, that the divine purpose in their creation might be
realized—this was to be the work of redemption. This is the object of education, the great
object of life.—Education, 14-16.
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Prayer Closely Related to Reformation

If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and
seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin and heal their land. 2 Chronicles 7:14, NKJV.

In the prophetic prayer offered at the dedication of the Temple whose services Hezekiah
and his associates were now restoring, Solomon had prayed, “When thy people Israel be
smitten down before the enemy, because they have sinned against thee, and shall turn again
to thee, and confess thy name, and pray, and make supplication unto thee in this house:
then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy people Israel” (1 Kings 8:33, 34).

The seal of divine approval had been placed upon this prayer; for at its close fire had
come down from heaven to consume the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of
the Lord had filled the Temple. (See 2 Chronicles 7:1.) And by night the Lord had appeared
to Solomon to tell him that his prayer had been heard, and that mercy would be shown those
who should worship there....

For many years the Passover had not been observed as a national festival. The division
of the kingdom after the close of Solomon’s reign had made this seem impracticable. But
the terrible judgments befalling the ten tribes were awakening in the hearts of some a desire
for better things; and the stirring messages of the prophets were having their effect....
The impenitent turned lightly aside; nevertheless some, eager to seek God for a clearer
knowledge of His will, “humbled themselves, and came to Jerusalem” (2 Chronicles 30:10,
11).—Prophets and Kings, 335-337.

For stricken Israel there was but one remedy—a turning away from the sins that had
brought upon them the chastening hand of the Almighty, and a turning to the Lord with full
purpose of heart. To them had been given the assurance, “If I shut up heaven that there be
no rain, or if I command the locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among my
people; if my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray,
and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin, and will heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:13, 14). It was to bring to pass
this blessed result that God continued to withhold from them the dew and the rain until a
decided reformation should take place.—Prophets and Kings, 128.
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Prayers Enlist the Help of Angels

For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to
the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. Galatians 6:8, NKJV.

Young men and women, you are accountable to God for the light that He has given
you. This light and these warnings, if not heeded, will rise up in the judgment against
you. Your dangers have been plainly stated; you have been cautioned and guarded on every
side, hedged in with warnings. In the house of God you have listened to the most solemn,
heart-searching truths presented by the servants of God in demonstration of the Spirit. What
weight do these solemn appeals have upon your hearts? What influence do they have upon
your characters? You will be held responsible for every one of these appeals and warnings.
They will rise up in the judgment to condemn those who pursue a life of vanity, levity, and
pride....

After this light has been given, after your dangers have been plainly presented before
you, the responsibility becomes yours. The manner in which you treat the light that God
gives you will turn the scale for happiness or woe. You are shaping your destinies for
yourselves. You all have an influence for good or for evil on the minds and characters of
others. And just the influence which you exert is written in the book of records in heaven.
An angel is attending you and taking record of your words and actions. When you rise in
the morning, do you feel your helplessness and your need of strength from God? And do
you humbly, heartily make known your wants to your heavenly Father? If so, angels mark
your prayers, and if these prayers have not gone forth out of feigned lips, when you are
in danger of unconsciously doing wrong and exerting an influence which will lead others
to do wrong, your guardian angel will be by your side, prompting you to a better course,
choosing your words for you, and influencing your actions....

Immortal glory and eternal life is the reward that our Redeemer offers to those who
will be obedient to Him. He has made it possible for them to perfect Christian character
through His name and to overcome on their own account as He overcame in their behalf.
He has given them an example in His own life, showing them how they may overcome.
“The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.”—Testimonies for the Church 3:363-365.
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By Prayer, Prepare for Convocations

Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners;
and purify your hearts, you double-minded.... Humble yourselves in the sight of the
Lord, and He will lift you up. James 4:8-10, NKJV.

Here is a work for families to engage in before coming up to our holy convocations. Let
the preparation for eating and dressing be a secondary matter, but let deep heart-searching
commence at home. Pray three times a day, and, like Jacob, be importunate. At home is
the place to find Jesus; then take Him with you to the meeting, and how precious will be
the hours you spend there. But how can you expect to feel the presence of the Lord and see
His power displayed when the individual work of preparation for that time is neglected?

For your soul’s sake, for Christ’s sake, and for the sake of others, work at home. Pray
as you are not accustomed to pray. Let the heart break before God. Set your house in order.
Prepare your children for the occasion. Teach them that it is not of so much consequence
that they appear with fine clothes as that they appear before God with clean hands and pure
hearts. Remove every obstacle that may have been in their way—all differences that may
have existed among themselves or between you and them. By so doing you will invite
the Lord’s presence into your homes, and holy angels will attend you as you go up to the
meeting, and their light and presence will press back the darkness of evil angels....

Oh, how much is lost by neglecting this important work! You may be pleased with the
preaching, you may become animated and revived, but the converting, reforming power of
God will not be felt in the heart, and the work will not be so deep, thorough, and lasting as
it should be. Let pride be crucified and the soul be clad with the priceless robe of Christ’s
righteousness, and what a meeting will you enjoy. It will be to your soul even as the gate
of heaven.

The same work of humiliation and heart-searching should also go on in the church, so
that all differences and alienations among the members may be laid aside before appearing
before the Lord.... Set about this work in earnest ...; for if you come up to the meeting with
your doubts, your murmurings, your disputings, you bring evil angels into the camp and
carry darkness wherever you go.—Testimonies for the Church 5:164, 165.
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Look to Jesus in Prayer

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man
be lifted up. John 3:14, NKJV.

Throughout the camp of Israel there were the suffering and the dying who had been
wounded by the deadly sting of the serpent. But Jesus Christ spoke from the pillar of
cloud, and gave directions whereby the people might be healed. The promise was made
that whosoever looked upon the brazen serpent should live; and to those who looked the
promise was verified. But if anyone said: “What good will it do to look? I shall certainly
die under the serpent’s deadly sting”; if they continued to talk of their deadly wound, and
declared that their case was hopeless, and would not perform the simple act of obedience,
they would die. But everyone who looked lived....

Our attention is now called to the Great Physician. “Behold the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world.” Just as long as we look at our sins, and talk of and
deplore our wretched condition, our wounds and putrefying sores will remain. It is when
we take our eyes from ourselves, and fasten them upon the uplifted Savior, that our souls
find hope and peace. The Lord speaks to us through His Word, bidding us “look and live.”
“He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true. For he whom God
hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.
The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand. He that believeth on the
Son hath everlasting life.”

There is every reason why we should be encouraged to hope for the salvation of our
souls. In Jesus Christ every provision for our salvation has been made. No matter what
may have been our sins and shortcomings, there is a fountain open in the house of David
for all sin and uncleanness. “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord; though
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson,
they shall be as wool.” This is the word of the Lord. Shall we accept it? Shall we believe
on Him?—The Signs of the Times, April 2, 1894.
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Prayers of a Godly Woman Answered

For this child I prayed, and the Lord has granted me my petition which I asked of
Him. 1 Samuel 1:27, NKJV.

Elkanah, a Levite of Mount Ephraim, was a man of wealth and influence, and one who
loved and feared the Lord. His wife, Hannah, was a woman of fervent piety. Gentle and
unassuming, her character was marked with deep earnestness and a lofty faith.

The blessing so earnestly sought by every Hebrew was denied this godly pair; their
home was not gladdened by the voice of childhood; and the desire to perpetuate his name
led the husband—as it had led many others—to contract a second marriage. But this step,
prompted by a lack of faith in God, did not bring happiness. Sons and daughters were added
to the household; but the joy and beauty of God’s sacred institution had been marred and the
peace of the family was broken. Peninnah, the new wife, was jealous and narrow-minded,
and she bore herself with pride and insolence. To Hannah, hope seemed crushed and life a
weary burden; yet she met the trial with uncomplaining meekness....

The burden which she could share with no earthly friend she cast upon God. Earnestly
she pleaded that He would take away her reproach and grant her the precious gift of a son
to nurture and train for Him. And she made a solemn vow that if her request were granted,
she would dedicate her child to God, even from its birth....

Hannah’s prayer was granted; she received the gift for which she had so earnestly
entreated. As she looked upon the child, she called him Samuel—*asked of God.” As soon
as the little one was old enough to be separated from his mother, she fulfilled her vow....
From Shiloh, Hannah quietly returned to her home at Ramah, leaving the child Samuel to
be trained for service in the house of God, under the instruction of the high priest. From the
earliest dawn of intellect she had taught her son to love and reverence God and to regard
himself as the Lord’s. By every familiar object surrounding him she had sought to lead his
thoughts up to the Creator. When separated from her child, the faithful mother’s solicitude
did not cease. Every day he was the subject of her prayers.... She did not ask for her
son worldly greatness, but she earnestly pleaded that he might attain that greatness which
Heaven values—that he might honor God and bless his fellow human beings.—Patriarchs
and Prophets, 569-572.
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What It Means to Pray in Christ’s Name

And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified
in the Son. If you ask anything in My name, I will do it. John 14:13, 14, NKJV.

The Lord is disappointed when His people place a low estimate upon themselves. He
desires His chosen heritage to value themselves according to the price He has placed upon
them. God wanted them, else He would not have sent His Son on such an expensive errand
to redeem them. He has a use for them, and He is well pleased when they make the very
highest demands upon Him, that they may glorify His name. They may expect large things
if they have faith in His promises.

But to pray in Christ’s name means much. It means that we are to accept His character,
manifest His spirit, and work His works. The Savior’s promise is given on condition. “If
ye love me,” He says, “keep my commandments.” He saves men and women, not in sin,
but from sin; and those who love Him will show their love by obedience.

All true obedience comes from the heart. It was heart-work with Christ. And if we
consent, He will so identify Himself with our thoughts and aims, so blend our hearts and
minds into conformity to His will, that when obeying Him we shall be but carrying out
our own impulses. The will, refined and sanctified, will find its highest delight in doing
His service. When we know God as it is our privilege to know Him, our life will be a
life of continual obedience. Through an appreciation of the character of Christ, through
communion with God, sin will become hateful to us....

We cannot depend for counsel upon humanity. The Lord will teach us our duty just
as willingly as He will teach somebody else. If we come to Him in faith, He will speak
His mysteries to us personally. Our hearts will often burn within us as One draws nigh to
commune with us as He did with Enoch. Those who decide to do nothing in any line that
will displease God will know, after presenting their case before Him, just what course to
pursue. And they will receive not only wisdom, but strength. Power for obedience, for
service, will be imparted to them, as Christ has promised.—T7The Review and Herald, July
14, 1910.
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Spiritual Growth Through Prayer

Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him
who knocks it will be opened. Matthew 7:7, 8, NKJV.

Ministers [and all] who would labor effectively for the salvation of souls must be both
Bible students and men and women of prayer. It is a sin for those who attempt to teach
the Word to others to be themselves neglectful of its study. All who feel the worth of souls
will flee to the stronghold of truth, where they may be furnished with wisdom, knowledge,
strength, and divine power to work the works of God. They should not rest without the
holy unction from on high. Too much is at stake for them to dare to be careless in regard to
their spiritual advancement....

Ministers of Christ [and others] whom God has made the depositaries of His law, you
have an unpopular truth. You must bear this truth to the world. Warnings must be given ...
to prepare for the great day of God. You must reach those whose hearts are calloused by
sin and love of the world. Continual and fervent prayer, and earnestness in well-doing, will
bring you into communion with God; your mind and heart will imbibe a sense of eternal
things, and the heavenly unction, which springs from connection with God, will be poured
upon you. It will render your testimony powerful to convict and convert. Your light will not
be uncertain, but your path will be luminous with heavenly brightness. God is all-powerful,
and Heaven is full of light. You have only to use the means God has placed in your power
to obtain the divine blessing.

Be instant in prayer. You are a savor of life unto life, or of death unto death. You
occupy a fearfully responsible position. I entreat you to redeem the time. Come very near
to God in supplication, and you will be like a tree planted by the river of waters, whose leaf
is always green, and whose fruit appears in due season.... Only go to God, and take Him
at His word, and let your works be sustained by living faith in His promises. God does not
require from you eloquent prayers and logical reasoning; but only a humble, contrite heart,
ready and willing to learn of Him.—The Review and Herald, August 8, 1878.
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Walking With God Through Prayer

Enoch walked with God three hundred years, and begot sons and daughters....
And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him. Genesis 5:22-24,
NKJV.

While engaged in our daily work, we should lift the soul to heaven in prayer. These
silent petitions rise like incense before the throne of grace; and the enemy is baffled. The
Christian whose heart is thus stayed upon God cannot be overcome. No evil arts can destroy
his or her peace. All the promises of God’s Word, all the power of divine grace, all the
resources of Jehovah, are pledged to secure his or her deliverance. It was thus that Enoch
walked with God. And God was with him, a present help in every time of need.

Prayer is the breath of the soul. It is the secret of spiritual power. No other means of
grace can be substituted and the health of the soul be preserved. Prayer brings the heart
into immediate contact with the Wellspring of life, and strengthens the sinew and muscle of
the religious experience. Neglect the exercise of prayer, or engage in prayer spasmodically,
now and then, as seems convenient, and you lose your hold on God. The spiritual faculties
lose their vitality, the religious experience lacks health and vigor....

It is a wonderful thing that we can pray effectually, that unworthy, erring mortals
possess the power of offering their requests to God. What higher power can human beings
desire than this—to be linked with the infinite God? Feeble, sinful human beings have
the privilege of speaking to their Maker. We may utter words that reach the throne of the
Monarch of the universe. We may speak with Jesus as we walk by the way, and He says, I
am at thy right hand.

We may commune with God in our hearts; we may walk in companionship with Christ.
When engaged in our daily labor, we may breathe out our heart’s desire, inaudible to any
human ear; but that word cannot die away into silence, nor can it be lost. Nothing can
drown the soul’s desire. It rises above the din of the street, above the noise of machinery.
It is God to whom we are speaking, and our prayer is heard.—Messages to Young People,
249, 250
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Prayer an Effective Weapon Against Satan

Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will draw
near to you. James 4:7, 8, NKJV.

Satan is constantly at work, but few have any idea of his activity and subtlety. The
people of God must be prepared to withstand the wily foe. It is this resistance that Satan
dreads. He knows better than we do the limit of his power and how easily he can be
overcome if we resist and face him.

Through divine strength the weakest saint is more than a match for him and all his
angels, and if brought to the test [the weakest saint] would be able to prove ... superior
power. Therefore Satan’s step is noiseless, his movements stealthy, and his batteries
masked. He does not venture to show himself openly, lest he arouse the Christian’s dormant
energies and send him or her to God in prayer.

The enemy is preparing for his last campaign against the church. He has so concealed
himself from view that many can hardly believe that he exists, much less can they be
convinced of his amazing activity and power.... Boasting of their independence they will,
under his specious, bewitching influence, obey the worst impulses of the human heart and
yet believe that God is leading them. Could their eyes be opened to distinguish their captain,
they would see that they are not serving God, but the enemy of all righteousness. They
would see that their boasted independence is one of the heaviest fetters Satan can rivet on
unbalanced minds.

Human beings are Satan’s captives and are naturally inclined to follow his suggestions
and do his bidding. They have in themselves no power to oppose effectual resistance to evil.
It is only as Christ abides in them by living faith, influencing their desires and strengthening
them with strength from above, that they may venture to face so terrible a foe. Every other
means of defense is utterly vain. It is only through Christ that Satan’s power is limited. This
is a momentous truth that all should understand. Satan is busy every moment, going to and
fro, walking up and down in the earth, seeking whom he may devour. But the earnest prayer
of faith will baffle his strongest efforts. Then take “the shield of faith,” brethren and sisters,
“wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.”—Testimonies for
the Church 5:293, 294.
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Transformed by Communion With God

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are
being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the
Lord. 2 Corinthians 3:18, NKJV.

During that long time spent in communion with God, the face of Moses had reflected
the glory of the divine Presence; unknown to himself his face shone with a dazzling light
when he descended from the mountain. Such a light illumined the countenance of Stephen
when brought before his judges; “and all that sat in the council, looking stedfastly on him,
saw his face as it had been the face of an angel” (Acts 6:15).

Aaron as well as the people shrank away from Moses, and “they were afraid to come
nigh him.” Seeing their confusion and terror, but ignorant of the cause, he urged them to
come near. He held out to them the pledge of God’s reconciliation, and assured them of
His restored favor. They perceived in his voice nothing but love and entreaty, and at last
one ventured to approach him. Too awed to speak, he silently pointed to the countenance
of Moses, and then toward heaven. The great leader understood his meaning. In their
conscious guilt, feeling themselves still under the divine displeasure, they could not endure
the heavenly light, which, had they been obedient to God, would have filled them with
joy....

By this brightness God designed to impress upon Israel the sacred, exalted character
of His law, and the glory of the gospel revealed through Christ. While Moses was in the
mount, God presented to him, not only the tables of the law, but also the plan of salvation.
He saw that the sacrifice of Christ was prefigured by all the types and symbols of the Jewish
age; and it was the heavenly light streaming from Calvary, no less than the glory of the
law of God, that shed such a radiance upon the face of Moses. That divine illumination
symbolized the glory of the dispensation of which Moses was the visible mediator, a
representative of the one true Intercessor.

The glory reflected in the countenance of Moses illustrates the blessings to be received
by God’s commandment-keeping people through the mediation of Christ. It testifies that
the closer our communion with God, and the clearer our knowledge of His requirements,
the more fully shall we be conformed to the divine image, and the more readily do we
become partakers of the divine nature.—Patriarchs and Prophets, 329, 330.

35



Pray Earnestly for Christian Character

Until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. Ephesians 4:13, NRSV.

We can never see our Lord in peace, unless our souls are spotless. We must bear the
perfect image of Christ. Every thought must be brought into subjection to the will of
Christ. As expressed by the great apostle, we must come into “the measure of the stature
of the fullness of Christ.” We shall never attain to this condition without earnest effort. We
must strive daily against outward evil and inward sin if we would reach the perfection of
Christian character.

Those who engage in this work will see so much to correct in themselves, and will
devote so much time to prayer and to comparing their characters with God’s great standard,
the divine law, that they will have no time to comment and gossip over the faults or dissect
the characters of others. A sense of our own imperfections should lead us to humility
and earnest solicitude lest we fail of everlasting life. The words of inspiration should
come home to every soul: “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your
own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be
reprobates?”

If the professed people of God would divest themselves of their self-complacency and
their false ideas of what constitutes a Christian, many who now think they are in the path
to heaven would find themselves in the way of perdition. Many proud-hearted professors
[of religion] would tremble like an aspen leaf in the tempest could their eyes be opened
to see what spiritual life really is. Would that those now reposing in false security could
be aroused to see the contradiction between their profession of faith and their everyday
demeanor.

To be living Christians, we must have a vital connection with Christ.... When
the affections are sanctified, our obligations to God are made primary, everything else
secondary. To have a steady and ever-growing love for God, and a clear perception of
His character and attributes, we must keep the eye of faith fixed constantly on Him. Christ
is the life of the soul. We must be in Him and He in us, else we are sapless branches.—The
Review and Herald, May 30, 1882.
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Pray in Humbleness of Heart

Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we
should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered. Romans 8:26, NKJV.

Prayer is acceptable to God only when offered in humility and contrition and in the
name of Christ. He who hears and answers prayer knows those who pray in humbleness
of heart. The true Christians ask for nothing except in the name of Christ, and they expect
nothing except through His mediation. They desire that Christ shall have the glory of
presenting their prayers to the Father, and they are willing to receive the blessing from God
through Christ.

The Spirit of God has much to do with acceptable prayer. He softens the heart;
He enlightens the mind, enabling it to discern its own wants; He quickens our desires,
causing us to hunger and thirst after righteousness; He intercedes in behalf of the sincere
suppliant....

Human beings must draw nigh to God, realizing that they must have the help that God
alone can give. It is the glory of God to be known as the hearer of prayer because the human
suppliant believes that He will hear and answer....

The prayer of faith is the key that unlocks the treasury of heaven. As we commit our
souls to God, let us remember that He holds Himself responsible to hear and answer our
supplications. He invites us to come to Him, and He bestows on us His best and choicest
gifts—gifts that will supply our great need. He loves to help us. Let us trust in His wisdom
and His power. Oh, what faith we should have! Oh, what peace and comfort we should
enjoy! Open your heart to the Spirit of God. Then the Lord will work through you and
bless your labors.—Manuscript Releases 8:195, 196.

Shall we not humble ourselves before God in behalf of those who apparently have little
spiritual life? Shall we not have appointed seasons of prayer for them? Shall we not pray
every day for those who seem to be dead in trespasses and sins? As we plead with God to
break the hearts of stone, our own hearts will become more sensitive. We shall be quicker
to see our own sin.—Manuscript Releases 8:197.
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Prayer Helps Guide to Truth

If anyone wants to do His will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it
is from God or whether I speak on My own authority. John 7:17, NKJV.

Before Jesus went forth to His final conflict with the powers of darkness, He lifted up
His eyes to heaven and prayed for His disciples....

The burden of Jesus’ request was that those who believed on Him might be kept from
the evil of the world, and sanctified through the truth. He does not leave us to vague
surmising as to what the truth is, but adds, “Thy word is truth.” The Word of God is the
means by which our sanctification is to be accomplished.

It is of the greatest importance, then, that we acquaint ourselves with the sacred
instruction of the Bible. It is as necessary for us to understand the words of life as it
was for the early disciples to be informed concerning the plan of salvation. We shall be
inexcusable if, through our own negligence, we are ignorant of the claims of God’s Word.
God has given us His Word, the revelation of His will, and has promised the Holy Spirit to
them that ask Him, to guide them into all truth; and every soul who honestly desires to do
the will of God shall know of the doctrine....

Since the time when the Son of God breasted the haughty prejudices and unbelief of
humankind, there has been no change in the attitude of the world toward the religion of
Jesus. The servants of Christ must meet the same spirit of opposition and reproach, and
must go “without the camp, bearing his reproach.” ...

His [Jesus’] teaching was plain, clear, and comprehensive. The practical truths He
uttered had a convincing power, and arrested the attention of the people. Multitudes
lingered at His side, marveling at His wisdom. His manner corresponded with the great
truths He proclaimed. There was no apology, no hesitancy, not the shadow of a doubt
or uncertainty that it might be other than He declared. He spoke of the earthly and the
heavenly, of the human and the divine, with positive authority; and the people “were
astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power.” ...

It is a matter of the highest importance and interest to us that we understand what the
truth is, and our petitions should go forth with the intense earnestness that we may be
guided into all truth.—The Review and Herald, February 7, 1888.
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February—The Blessings of
Obedience

Obey God, Just as Jesus Did

This is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments
are not burdensome. 1 John 5:3, NKJV.

The only-begotten Son of the infinite God has, by His words and in His practical
example, left us a plain pattern which we are to copy. By His words He has educated
us to obey God, and by His own practice He has showed us how we can obey God. This is
the very work He wants every person to do, to obey God intelligently, and by precept and
example teach others what they must do in order to be obedient children of God.

Jesus has helped the whole world to an intelligent knowledge of His divine mission
and work. He came to represent the character of the Father to our world; and as we study
the life, the words, and works of Christ, we are helped in every way in the education of
obedience to God; and as we copy the example He has given us, we are living epistles
known and read of all men. We are the living human agencies to represent to the world the
character of Christ. Not only did Christ show us how we may become obedient children,
but He showed us in His own life and character just how to do those things which are right
and acceptable with God, so there is no reason why we should not do those things which
are pleasing in His sight.

We are ever to be thankful that Jesus has proved to us by actual life that we can keep
the commandments of God, contradicting Satan’s falsehood that we cannot keep them.
The great Teacher came to our world to stand at the head of humanity, to thus elevate
and sanctify humanity by His holy obedience to all the requirements of God, showing it
is possible to obey all the commandments of God. He has demonstrated that a lifelong
obedience is possible. Thus He gives people to the world, as the Father gave the Son, to
exemplify in their life the life of Christ.

Christ redeemed Adam’s disgraceful failure and fall, and was conqueror, thus testifying
to all the unfallen worlds and to fallen humanity that through the divine power granted to
Him of heaven human beings can keep the commandments of God. Jesus, the Son of God,
humbled Himself for us, endured temptation for us, overcame in our behalf, to show us
how we may overcome; by the closest ties He bound up His interest with humanity, and
gave positive assurance that we shall not be tempted above that we are able; for with the
temptation He will make a way of escape.—The Signs of the Times, April 17, 1893.
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Everything Lost by Disobedience

For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will
be like God, knowing good and evil. Genesis 3:5, NKJV.

When eve saw “that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes,
and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat.” It was
grateful to the taste, and, as she ate, she seemed to feel a vivifying power, and imagined
herself entering upon a higher state of existence. Having herself transgressed, she became
a tempter to her husband, “and he did eat” (Genesis 3:6).

“Your eyes shall be opened,” the enemy had said; “ye shall be as gods, knowing good
and evil” (Genesis 3:5). Their eyes were indeed opened; but how sad the opening! The
knowledge of evil, the curse of sin, was all that the transgressors gained. There was nothing
poisonous in the fruit itself, and the sin was not merely in yielding to appetite. It was
distrust of God’s goodness, disbelief of His word, and rejection of His authority that made
our first parents transgressors, and that brought into the world a knowledge of evil. It was
this that opened the door to every species of falsehood and error.

Man and woman lost all because they chose to listen to the deceiver rather than to Him
who is Truth, who alone has understanding. By the mingling of evil with good, their minds
had become confused, their mental and spiritual powers benumbed. No longer could they
appreciate the good that God had so freely bestowed.

Adam and Eve had chosen the knowledge of evil, and if they ever regained the position
they had lost they must regain it under the unfavorable conditions they had brought upon
themselves. No longer were they to dwell in Eden, for in its perfection it could not teach
them the lessons which it was now essential for them to learn. In unutterable sadness they
bade farewell to their beautiful surroundings and went forth to dwell upon the earth, where
rested the curse of sin....

Although the earth was blighted with the curse, nature was still to be humanity’s lesson
book. It could not now represent goodness only; for evil was everywhere present, marring
earth and sea and air with its defiling touch. Where once was written only the character of
God, the knowledge of good, was now written also the character of Satan, the knowledge
of evil. From nature, which now revealed the knowledge of good and evil, humankind was
continually to receive warning as to the results of sin.—FEducation, 25, 26.

41



The Promise of Redemption

I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her
Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel. Genesis 3:15, NKJV.

In drooping flower and falling leaf Adam and his companion witnessed the first signs
of decay. Vividly was brought to their minds the stern fact that every living thing must die.
Even the air, upon which their life depended, bore the seeds of death.

Continually they were reminded also of their lost dominion. Among the lower creatures
Adam had stood as king, and so long as he remained loyal to God, all nature acknowledged
his rule; but when he transgressed, this dominion was forfeited. The spirit of rebellion, to
which he himself had given entrance, extended throughout the animal creation. Thus not
only the life of humans, but the nature of the beasts, the trees of the forest, the grass of the
field, the very air they breathed, all told the sad lesson of the knowledge of evil.

But mortals were not abandoned to the results of the evil they had chosen. In the
sentence pronounced upon Satan was given an intimation of redemption. “I will put enmity
between thee and the woman,” God said, “and between thy seed and her seed; it shall
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15). This sentence, spoken in
the hearing of our first parents, was to them a promise. Before they heard of the thorn and
the thistle, of the toil and sorrow that must be their portion, or of the dust to which they
must return, they listened to words that could not fail of giving them hope. All that had
been lost by yielding to Satan could be regained through Christ.

This intimation also nature repeats to us. Though marred by sin, it speaks not only of
creation but of redemption. Though the earth bears testimony to the curse in the evident
signs of decay, it is still rich and beautiful in the tokens of life-giving power. The trees
cast off their leaves, only to be robed with fresher verdure; the flowers die, to spring forth
in new beauty; and in every manifestation of creative power is held out the assurance that
we may be created anew in “righteousness and holiness of truth” (Ephesians 4:24, margin).
Thus the very objects and operations of nature that bring so vividly to mind our great loss
become to us the messengers of hope.

As far as evil extends, the voice of our Father is heard, bidding His children see in its
results the nature of sin, warning them to forsake the evil, and inviting them to receive the
good.—Education, 26, 27.
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God’s Word the Supreme Authority

Then Samuel said: “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices,
as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to
heed than the fat of rams.” 1 Samuel 15:22, NKJV.

The word of the Lord is to be obeyed without question; it is to be the supreme authority
in our life. Saul departed from the express commandment of the Lord, and sought to
quiet the compunctions of conscience by persuading himself that the Lord would accept
his sacrifice and overlook his disobedience. When Samuel, the prophet, came to meet him,
Saul acted as though he regarded himself as a righteous man, and exclaimed, “Blessed be
thou of the Lord; I have performed the commandment of the Lord.”

But the unmistakable tokens of his disobedience were so manifest that his assertion
of obedience was of little weight. “And Samuel said, What meaneth then this bleating of
the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear? And Saul said, They
have brought them from the Amalekites: for the people spared the best of the sheep and of
the oxen, to sacrifice unto the Lord thy God.” “And Samuel said, Hath the Lord as great
delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to
obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin
of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the
word of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from being king.” ...

The Word of God is to be of supreme authority. The Lord says, “My covenant will I
not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.” God could not change one tittle
of His law without ceasing to be supreme. People cannot bend the law of God to suit their
ideas, and, failing to bring it into harmony with themselves, they break its commands and
violate its precepts. All too late the world will learn that they cannot judge the Word of
God, but that the Word of God will judge them. Would that everyone would consider how
foolish and how wicked it is to contend with God! Would that they would cease to oppose
their will against the will of the Infinite! Those who oppose God will yet learn that in so
doing they have forsaken the only path that leads to holiness, happiness, and heaven.—The
Signs of the Times, January 9, 1896.
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Jesus Showed That We Can Obey

Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by
this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us. 1 John 3:24,
NKJV.

“He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he
that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to
him” (John 14:21).

“He that hath my commandments” means a person that hath light upon what constitutes
the commandments of God, and will not disobey His commandments, although it might
seem an advantage to do so....If it were not possible for us to keep the commandments of
God, we should all be lost. But under the Abrahamic covenant, the covenant of grace, every
provision for salvation has been made. “By grace ye are saved.” “But as many as received
him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God.” ...

There are but two classes in our world, the obedient and the disobedient, the holy and
the unholy. When our transgressions were laid upon Jesus, He was numbered among the
unholy on the sinner’s account. He became our substitute, our surety, before the Father
and all the heavenly angels. By imputing the sins of the world to Jesus, He became
the sinner in our stead, and the curse due to our sins came upon Him. It becomes us to
contemplate Christ’s life of humiliation and His agonizing death; for He was treated as the
sinner deserves to be treated. He came to our world, clothing His divinity with humanity,
to bear the test and proving of God. By His example of perfect obedience in His human
nature, He teaches us that we may be obedient.

And the apostle writes, “Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge
of God, and of Jesus our Lord, according as his divine power hath given unto us all things
that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to
glory and virtue: whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises; that by
these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the
world through lust.” It is here plainly revealed that all who believe in Jesus Christ become
partakers of the divine nature. Let divinity and humanity cooperate, and fallen human
beings may be more than conquerors through Christ Jesus.—The Signs of the Times, April
24, 1893.
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Obey From Principle

Therefore, brothers and sisters, be all the more eager to confirm your call and
election, for if you do this, you will never stumble. 2 Peter 1:10, NRSV.

Eternal life is worth your all, and Jesus has said, “Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh
not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:33). He who does nothing, but waits
to be compelled by some supernatural agency, will wait on in lethargy and darkness. God
has given His Word. God speaks in unmistakable language to your soul. Is not the word of
His mouth sufficient to show you your duty, and to urge its fulfillment?

Those who humbly and prayerfully search the Scriptures, to know and to do God’s
will, will not be in doubt of their obligations to God. For “if any man will do his will,
he shall know of the doctrine” (John 7:17). If you would know the mystery of godliness,
you must follow the plain word of truth—feeling or no feeling, emotion or no emotion.
Obedience must be rendered from a sense of principle, and the right must be pursued under
all circumstances. This is the character that is elected of God unto salvation.

The test of a genuine Christian is given in the Word of God. Says Jesus, “If ye love me,
keep my commandments” (John 14:15). “He that hath my commandments, and keepeth
them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and T will
love him, and will manifest myself to him.... If a man love me, he will keep my words: and
my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. He
that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the
Father’s which sent me” (Verses 21-24).

Here are the conditions upon which every soul will be elected to eternal life. Your
obedience to God’s commandments will prove your right to an inheritance with the saints
in light. God has elected a certain excellence of character; and everyone who, through the
grace of Christ, shall reach the standard of His requirement will have an abundant entrance
into the kingdom of glory.—Christian Education, 117, 118.
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Israel Pledges to Obey God’s Commandments

Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read in the hearing of the people.
And they said, “All that the Lord has said we will do, and be obedient.” Exodus 24:7,
NKJV.

Preparation was now made for the ratification of the covenant, according to God’s
directions. [Exodus 24:4-8 quoted.]

Here the people received the conditions of the covenant. They made a solemn covenant
with God, typifying the covenant made between God and every believer in Jesus Christ.
The conditions were plainly laid before the people. They were not left to misunderstand
them. When they were requested to decide whether they would agree to all the conditions
given, they unanimously consented to obey every obligation. They had already consented
to obey God’s commandments. The principles of the law were now particularized, that they
might know how much was involved in covenanting to obey the law; and they accepted the
specifically defined particulars of the law.

If the Israelites had obeyed God’s requirements, they would have been practical
Christians. They would have been happy; for they would have been keeping God’s ways,
and not following the inclinations of their own natural hearts. Moses did not leave them to
misconstrue the words of the Lord or to misapply His requirements. He wrote all the words
of the Lord in a book, that they might be referred to afterward. In the mount he had written
them as Christ Himself dictated them.

Bravely did the Israelites speak the words promising obedience to the Lord, after
hearing His covenant read in the audience of the people. They said, “All that the Lord
hath said will we do, and be obedient” (Exodus 24:7). Then the people were set apart
and sealed to God. A sacrifice was offered to the Lord. A portion of the blood of the
sacrifice was sprinkled upon the altar. This signified that the people had consecrated
themselves—body, mind, and soul—to God. A portion was sprinkled upon the people. This
signified that through the sprinkled blood of Christ, God graciously accepted them as His
special treasure. Thus the Israelites entered into a solemn covenant with God.—Manuscript
Releases 1:114, 115.
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Christ’s Perfect Obedience Can Be Ours

For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man’s
obedience many will be made righteous. Romans 5:19, NKJV.

[Scripture tells] the story so important for every human being to know. On the one hand
is presented the disobedience of Adam, with its consequences; on the other, the obedience
of Christ. The Garden of Eden was disgraced by Adam’s disobedience; but as by that
one transgression many were made sinners, so by the obedience of One, many are made
righteous.

The world has been honored with the presence of one Man who was wholly and entirely
obedient—One who not only believed and taught the claims of God’s law, but who lived
the law. His whole life was a representation of its holy principles. His obedience was
manifested in the awful agony He endured in the Garden of Gethsemane; and through His
suffering He has brought pardon to the disobedient.

When Christ gave to His disciples the conditions of salvation, He said, “If any man will
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.” Self-denial and
crosses lie directly in the path of every soul who will follow Jesus. Our advance heavenward
will be opposed at every step; for Satan will come in many ways to mislead, to deceive,
and to clothe sin with the appearance of good....

I would urge you ... carefully to consider the self-denial and self-sacrifice that Christ
has endured in your behalf, that you, if you choose, may have that happiness and peace in
this life which He alone can give, and an eternity of bliss by and by. Then will you not
become missionaries for Christ? Are you not willing to deny self for His sake? to consider
how you can do Him service who has done such service for you in redeeming your soul
from the power of sin and Satan? When upon earth, Christ said of Himself, “I am among
you as he that serveth.” He did not strive to obtain the highest place; for He was meek and
lowly in heart. He invites you to learn of Him, to wear His yoke—the yoke of obedience to
every precept of Jehovah.—Youth’s Instructor, Apr. 1, 1897.
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Obedience Through Grace

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is
the gift of God. Ephesians 2:8, NKJV.

God desires us to reach the standard of perfection made possible for us by the gift of
Christ. He calls upon us to make our choice on the right side, to connect with heavenly
agencies, to adopt principles that will restore in us the divine image. In His written Word
and in the great book of nature He has revealed the principles of life. It is our work to obtain
a knowledge of these principles, and by obedience to cooperate with Him in restoring health
to the body as well as to the soul.

Human beings need to learn that the blessings of obedience, in their fullness, can be
theirs only as they receive the grace of Christ. It is His grace that gives men and women
power to obey the laws of God. It is this that enables them to break the bondage of evil
habit. This is the only power that can make them and keep them steadfast in the right
path....

When the gospel is received in its purity and power, it is a cure for the maladies that
originated in sin. The Sun of Righteousness arises, “with healing in his wings” (Malachi
4:2). Not all that this world bestows can heal a broken heart, or impart peace of mind,
or remove care, or banish disease. Fame, genius, talent—all are powerless to gladden the
sorrowful heart or to restore the wasted life. The life of God in the soul is humanity’s only
hope.

The love which Christ diffuses through the whole being is a vitalizing power. Every
vital part—the brain, the heart, the nerves—it touches with healing.... It implants in the
soul joy that nothing earthly can destroy—joy in the Holy Spirit—health-giving, life-giving
joy....

Although for ages sin has been strengthening its hold on the human race, although
through falsehood and artifice Satan has cast the black shadow of his interpretation upon
the Word of God, and has caused men and women to doubt His goodness; yet the Father’s
mercy and love have not ceased to flow earthward in rich currents. If human beings would
open the windows of the soul heavenward, in appreciation of the divine gifts, a flood of
healing virtue would pour in.—The Ministry of Healing, 114-116.
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Christ, the Model of True Obedience

Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that
one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin to death, or of obedience to righteousness?
Romans 6:16, NKJV.

Adam did not stop to calculate the result of his disobedience....With the aftersight
we are privileged to have, we can see what it means to disobey God’s commandments.
Adam yielded to temptation, and as we have the matter of sin and its consequences laid so
distinctly before us, we can read from cause to effect and see the greatness of the act is not
that which constitutes sin; but the disobedience of God’s expressed will, which is a virtual
denial of God, refusing the laws of His government.

The happiness of men and women is in their obedience to the laws of God. In their
obedience to God’s law they are surrounded as with a hedge and kept from the evil. They
cannot be happy and depart from God’s specified requirements, and set up a standard of
their own, which they decide they can safely follow. Then there would be a variety of
standards to suit the different minds, and the government [would be] taken out of the
Lord’s hands and human beings [would] grasp the reins of government. The law of self
is erected, the will of humankind is made supreme, and when the high and holy will of God
is presented to be obeyed, respected, and honored the human will wants its own way to do
its own promptings, and there is a controversy between the human agent and the divine.

The fall of our first parents broke the golden chain of implicit obedience of the human
will to the divine. Obedience has no longer been deemed an absolute necessity. The human
agents follow their own imaginations, which the Lord said of the inhabitants of the old
world were evil and that continually. The Lord Jesus declares, “I have kept my Father’s
commandments.” How? As a man. Lo, I come to do Thy will, O God. To the accusations of
the Jews He stood forth in His pure, virtuous, holy character and challenged them, “Which
of you convinceth me of sin?” ...

The only-begotten Son of the infinite God has, by His words, His practical example,
left us a plain pattern which we are to copy. By His words He has educated us to obey God,
and by His own practice He has showed us how we can obey God.—Manuscript Releases
6:337-339.
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Happiness Guarded by God’s Law

For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned
sin in the flesh. Romans 8:3, NKJV.

The happiness of human beings must always be guarded by the law of God. In
obedience only can they find true happiness. The law is the hedge which God has placed
about His vineyard. By it those who obey are protected from evil. In transgression
Adam became a law to himself. By disobedience he was brought under bondage. Thus
a discordant element, born of selfishness, entered human beings. Their will and God’s will
no longer harmonized. Adam had united with the disloyal forces, and self-will took the
field.

By Christ the true standard is presented. He made it possible for humankind to be
once more united with God. He came to take the sentence of death for the transgressor.
Not one precept of the law could be altered to meet men and women in their fallen
condition; therefore Christ gave His life in their behalf, to suffer in their stead the penalty
of disobedience. This was the only way in which humanity could be saved, the only way in
which it could be demonstrated that it is possible for them to keep the law. Christ came to
this earth and stood where Adam stood, overcoming where Adam failed to overcome. He
is made unto us wisdom and righteousness and sanctification and redemption....

Before the foundation of the world, Christ pledged His word that He would give His
life as a ransom if men and women turned from their allegiance to God. He revealed His
love by humbling Himself, stooping from heaven to work among fallen, disorderly, lawless
human beings. Of themselves they could not possibly cope with the enemy. Christ offers
Himself and all He has, His glory, His character, to the service of those who return to their
loyalty and keep the law of God. This is their only hope. Christ says definitely, I came not
to destroy the law. It is a transcript of God’s character, and I came to carry out its every
specification. I came to vindicate it by living it in human nature, giving an example of
perfect obedience.—The Signs of the Times, June 13, 1900.
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Obedience to Be Rewarded

Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord.
Colossians 3:20, NKJV.

Children who dishonor and disobey their parents, and disregard their advice and
instructions, can have no part in the earth made new. The purified new earth will be no
place for the rebellious, the disobedient, the ungrateful, son or daughter. Unless such learn
obedience and submission here, they will never learn it; the peace of the ransomed will not
be marred by disobedient, unruly, unsubmissive children. No commandment breaker can
inherit the kingdom of heaven....

The young are required in whatsoever they do, in word or deed, to do all in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him. I saw that but few of the
youth understand what it is to be Christians, to be Christlike. They will have to learn the
truths of God’s Word before they can conform their lives to the pattern. There is not one
young person in twenty who has experienced in his or her life that separation from the
world which the Lord requires of all who would become members of His family, children
of the heavenly King. “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith
the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto
you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”

What a promise is here made upon condition of obedience! Do you have to cut loose
from friends and relatives in deciding to obey the elevated truths of God’s Word? Take
courage, God has made provision for you, His arms are open to receive you. Come out
from among them and be separate, and touch not the unclean, and He will receive you. He
promises to be a Father unto you. Oh, what a relationship is this! higher and holier than
any earthly tie. If you make the sacrifice, if you have to forsake father, mother, sisters,
brothers, wife, and children for Christ’s sake, you will not be friendless. God adopts you
into His family; you become members of the royal household, sons and daughters of the
King who rules in the heaven of heavens. Can you desire a more exalted position than is
here promised? Is not this enough?—Testimonies for the Church 1:497-510.
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Commandment-keeping Families Glorify Christ

Train children in the right way, and when old, they will not stray. Proverbs 22:6,
NRSV.

Children must be taught that they are a part of the home firm. They are fed, and clothed,
and loved, and cared for; and they must respond to these many mercies by bringing all the
happiness possible into the family of which they are members. Thus they become children
of God, missionaries in the home circle.

If parents neglect the education of their children, they deprive them of that which is
necessary for the development of a symmetrical, all-sided character, which will be of the
greatest blessing to them all through their life. If children are allowed to have their own
way, they receive the idea that they must be waited upon, cared for, indulged, and amused.
They think that their wishes and their will must be gratified. Educated in this way, they
carry through all their religious experience the deficiencies of their home training.

God would have our families symbols of the family in heaven. Let parents and children
bear this in mind every day, relating themselves to one another as members of the family of
God. Then their lives will be of such a character as to give to the world an object lesson of
what families who love God and keep His commandments may be. Christ will be glorified;
His peace and grace and love will pervade the family circle like a precious perfume. A
beautiful offering, in the lives of children of Christian missionaries, will be made to God.
This will make the heart of Jesus glad, and will be regarded by Him as the most precious
offering He can receive.

May the Lord Jesus Christ be an object of worship in every family. If parents give their
children the proper education, they themselves will be made happy by seeing the fruit of
their careful training in the Christlike character of their children. They are doing God the
highest service by presenting to the world well-ordered, well-disciplined families, who not
only fear the Lord, but honor and glorify Him by their influence upon other families; and
they will receive their reward.—The Review and Herald, November 17, 1896.
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Obedience Brings Peace and Happiness

And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became
obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. Philippians 2:8, NKJV.

Before us is held out the wonderful possibility of being like Christ—obedient to all the
principles of the law of God. But of ourselves we are utterly powerless to attain to this
condition. All that is good in human beings comes to them through Christ. The holiness
that God’s Word declares we must have before we can be saved is the result of the working
of divine grace as we bow in submission to the discipline and restraining influence of the
Spirit of truth.

Humanity’s obedience can be made perfect only by the incense of Christ’s
righteousness, which fills with divine fragrance every act of true obedience. The part of the
Christian is to persevere in overcoming every fault. Constantly he or she is to pray to the
Savior to heal the disorders of their diseased souls. They have not the wisdom and strength
without which mortals cannot overcome. These belong to the Lord, and He bestows them
on those who in humiliation and contrition seek Him for help....

The reason that many who once knew and loved the Savior are now in darkness,
wandering far from Him, is because in self-confidence and self-sufficiency they have
followed their own inclinations. They walked not in the way of the Lord—the only way of
peace and happiness. By disobedience they cut themselves off from receiving His blessings,
when by obedience they might have gone forward in His strength.

The abundant evidence given by God that He desires the salvation of all will be the
condemnation of those who refuse the gift of heaven. At the last great day, when all will
be rewarded or punished according to their obedience or disobedience, the cross of Calvary
will appear plainly before those standing before the Judge of all the earth to receive sentence
for eternity. They are made capable of comprehending something of the love that God has
expressed for fallen human beings. They see how greatly He has been dishonored by those
who have continued in transgression, choosing sides with Satan, and showing contempt for
the law of Jehovah. They see that obedience to this law would have brought them life and
health, prosperity and eternal good.—The Review and Herald, March 15, 1906.
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Joy in Loving Obedience

You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, till iniquity was
found in you.... You became filled with violence within, and you sinned. Ezekiel 28:15,
16, NKJV.

So long as all created beings acknowledged the allegiance of love, there was perfect
harmony throughout the universe of God. It was the joy of the heavenly host to fulfill
the purpose of their Creator. They delighted in reflecting His glory and showing forth
His praise. And while love to God was supreme, love for one another was confiding and
unselfish. There was no note of discord to mar the celestial harmonies. But a change came
over this happy state.

There was one who perverted the freedom that God had granted to His creatures. Sin
originated with him who, next to Christ, had been most honored of God and was highest in
power and glory among the inhabitants of heaven. Lucifer, “son of the morning,” was first
of the covering cherubs, holy and undefiled. He stood in the presence of the great Creator,
and the ceaseless beams of glory enshrouding the eternal God rested upon him....

Little by little Lucifer came to indulge the desire for self-exaltation....Though all his
glory was from God, this mighty angel came to regard it as pertaining to himself. Not
content with his position, though honored above the heavenly host, he ventured to covet
homage due alone to the Creator. Instead of seeking to make God supreme in the affections
and allegiance of all created beings, it was his endeavor to secure their service and loyalty
to himself. And coveting the glory with which the infinite Father had invested His Son, this
prince of angels aspired to power that was the prerogative of Christ alone.—Patriarchs and
Prophets, 35.

The law of love being the foundation of the government of God, the happiness
of all intelligent beings depends upon their perfect accord with its great principles of
righteousness. God desires from all His creatures the service of love—service that springs
from an appreciation of His character. He takes no pleasure in a forced obedience; and
to all He grants freedom of will, that they may render Him voluntary service.—Patriarchs
and Prophets, 34
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Jesus Gives Power to Obey

For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but
was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to
the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Hebrews 4:15, 16, NKJV.

Satan represents God’s law of love as a law of selfishness. He declares that it is
impossible for us to obey its precepts. The fall of our first parents, with all the woe that
has resulted, he charges upon the Creator, leading men and women to look upon God as
the author of sin, and suffering, and death. Jesus was to unveil this deception. As one of
us He was to give an example of obedience. For this He took upon Himself our nature,
and passed through our experiences. “In all things it behoved him to be made like unto his
brethren” (Hebrews 2:17).

If we had to bear anything which Jesus did not endure, then upon this point Satan would
represent the power of God as insufficient for us. Therefore Jesus was “in all points tempted
like as we are” (Hebrews 4:15). He endured every trial to which we are subject. And He
exercised in His own behalf no power that is not freely offered to us. As man, He met
temptation, and overcame in the strength given Him from God. He says, “I delight to do
thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart” (Psalm 40:8).

As He went about doing good, and healing all who were afflicted by Satan, He made
plain to human beings the character of God’s law and the nature of His service. His life
testifies that it is possible for us also to obey the law of God.

By His humanity, Christ touched humanity; by His divinity, He lays hold upon the
throne of God. As the Son of man, He gave us an example of obedience; as the Son of God,
He gives us power to obey. .. .

Christ was treated as we deserve, that we might be treated as He deserves. He was
condemned for our sins, in which He had no share, that we might be justified by His
righteousness, in which we had no share. He suffered the death which was ours, that we
might receive the life which was His. “With his stripes we are healed.”—The Desire of
Ages, 24, 25.
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Abraham’s Great Example of Obedience

In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed
My voice. Genesis 22:18, NKJV.

On Mount Moriah, God again renewed His covenant, confirming with a solemn oath
the blessing to Abraham and to his seed through all coming generations: “By myself have I
sworn, saith Jehovah, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son,
thine only son, that in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed
as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore.” ...

Abraham’s great act of faith stands like a pillar of light, illuminating the pathway of
God’s servants in all succeeding ages. Abraham did not seek to excuse himself from
doing the will of God. During that three days’ journey he had sufficient time to reason,
and to doubt God, if he was disposed to doubt.... Abraham was human; his passions and
attachments were like ours; but he did not stop to question how the promise could be
fulfilled if Isaac should be slain. He did not stay to reason with his aching heart. He knew
that God is just and righteous in all His requirements, and he obeyed the command to the
very letter....

It was to impress Abraham’s mind with the reality of the gospel, as well as to test
his faith, that God commanded him to slay his son. The agony which he endured
during the dark days of that fearful trial was permitted that he might understand from his
own experience something of the greatness of the sacrifice made by the infinite God for
humanity’s redemption. No other test could have caused Abraham such torture of soul as
did the offering of his son.... What stronger proof can be given of the infinite compassion
and love of God? “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall
he not with him also freely give us all things?”” (Romans 8:32).—Patriarchs and Prophets,
153, 154.
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God’s Law Important for All Time

Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you
shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. And you
shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. Exodus 19:5, 6, NKJV.

This covenant [Exodus 19:1-6] is a revelation of God’s goodness. The people had not
sought for it. They were not reaching out their hands after God; but He Himself graciously
extended His almighty arm, inviting them to link their arm with His, that He might be their
defense. He voluntarily chose as His heritage a nation that had just come from Egyptian
slavery, a people who must be educated and trained at every step. What an expression of
omnipotent goodness and love! ...

Over and over again, the Lord permitted His people to be brought into strait places, that
in their deliverance, He might reveal His mercy and His goodness. If they now chose to
disbelieve Him, they must doubt the evidence of their own eyes. They had had unmistakable
proof that He was a living God, “merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in
goodness and truth” (Exodus 34:6). He had honored Israel in the sight of all the heavenly
intelligences. He brought them unto Himself—into covenant relation and communion with
Him.

The children of Israel had been three months on their journey from Egypt, and were
now camped before Mount Sinai, where in awful grandeur, the Lord spoke His law. He did
not manifest Himself in grand buildings made with human hands, the structures of human
device. He revealed His glory in a high mountain, a temple of His own creation. The top
of Mount Sinai rose above all others, in a range of mountains in the barren desert. This
mountain God chose as the place where He would make Himself known to His people.

He appeared to them in awful grandeur, and spoke in audible voice. He there revealed
Himself to His people, as He never has at any other time, thereby showing the importance of
the law for all ages. God is particular today that we keep His commandments.—Manuscript
Releases 1:105, 106.
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Disobedience Indicates Rebellion

Whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do
the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:19, NRSV.

Any person who willfully breaks one commandment does not, in spirit and truth, keep
any of them. “Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty
of all” (James 2:10).

It is not the greatness of the act of disobedience that constitutes sin, but the fact of
variance from God’s expressed will in the least particular; for this shows that there is yet
communion between the soul and sin. The heart is divided in its service. There is a virtual
denial of God, a rebellion against the laws of His government.

Were men and women free to depart from the Lord’s requirements and to set up a
standard of duty for themselves, there would be a variety of standards to suit different
minds and the government would be taken out of the Lord’s hands. The will of human
beings would be made supreme, and the high and holy will of God—His purpose of love
toward His creatures—would be dishonored, disrespected.

Whenever created beings choose their own way, they place themselves in controversy
with God. They will have no place in the kingdom of heaven, for they are at war with the
very principles of heaven. In disregarding the will of God, they are placing themselves
on the side of Satan, the enemy of God and humanity. Not by one word, not by many
words, but by every word that God has spoken, shall we live. We cannot disregard one
word, however trifling it may seem to us, and be safe. There is not a commandment of the
law that is not for the good and happiness of men and women, both in this life and in the
life to come. In obedience to God’s law, His children are surrounded as with a hedge and
kept from the evil. Those who break down this divinely erected barrier at one point have
destroyed its power to protect them; for they have opened a way by which the enemy can
enter to waste and ruin.

By venturing to disregard the will of God upon one point, our first parents opened the
floodgates of woe upon the world. And every individual who follows their example will
reap a similar result. The love of God underlies every precept of His law, and those who
depart from the commandment are working their own unhappiness and ruin.—Thoughts
from the Mount of Blessing, 51, 52.
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Obedience Results in Happiness

Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked ...; but their delight
is in the law of the Lord, and on his law they meditate day and night. Psalm 1:1, 2,
NRSV.

It is essential that every subject of the kingdom of God should be obedient to the law of
Jehovah, in order that His infinite glory may have a perfect establishment. The professed
followers of Christ are tested in this life to see whether or not they will be obedient to God.
Obedience will result in happiness, and will insure the reward of eternal life.

Failure on the part of Adam on one point resulted in terrible consequences, and sin has
grown to such vast proportions that it cannot be measured. But in the midst of rebellion
and apostasy, in the midst of those who were disloyal, impenitent, and obstinate, God looks
down upon those who love Him and keep His commandments, and says, “I love them that
love me,” and will cause them to inherit substance. “I will render vengeance to mine
enemies, and will reward them that hate me.”

Christ lived in accordance with the principles of God’s moral government, and fulfilled
the specifications of the law of God. He represented the beneficence of the law in His
human life. The fact that the law is holy, just, and good is to be testified before all nations,
tongues, and peoples, to worlds unfallen, to angels, seraphim, and cherubim. The principles
of the law of God were wrought out in the character of Jesus Christ, and he who cooperates
with Christ, becoming a partaker of the divine nature, will develop the divine character,
and become an illustration of the divine law. Christ in the heart will bring the whole
person, soul, body, and spirit, into captivity to the obedience of righteousness. Christ’s
true followers will be in conformity to the mind and will and character of God, and the
far-reaching principles of the law will be demonstrated in humanity....

Satan had declared that God knew nothing of self-denial, of mercy and love, but that
He was stern, exacting, and unforgiving. Satan never tested the forgiving love of God; for
he never exercised genuine repentance. His representations of God were incorrect; he was
a false witness, an accuser of Christ, and an accuser of all those who throw off the satanic
yoke, and come back to render willing allegiance to the God of heaven.—The Review and
Herald, March 9, 1897.
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Even Nature Obeys Divine Commands

And the men marveled, saying, “Who can this be, that even the winds and the sea
obey Him?”” Matthew 8:27, NKJV.

The savior was wearied from His long and arduous labors, and being now for a time
relieved from the claims of the multitude, He stretched Himself upon the hard plank of
the fishermen’s boat and fell asleep. Soon after, the weather, which had been calm and
pleasant, changed. The clouds gathered darkly over the sky, and a furious storm, such as
frequently visited those parts, burst upon the sea. The sun had set, and the blackness of
night settled down upon the water. The angry waves dashed against the ship, threatening
every moment to engulf it. First tossed upon the crest of a mountain billow, and then as
suddenly plunged into the trough of the sea, the ship was the plaything of the storm.... The
strong and courageous fishermen ... knew not what to do in so terrible a gale.... The waves
break over them, and each one threatens them with destruction....

“Master, carest thou not that we perish?” ... This despairing cry arouses Jesus from His
refreshing sleep.... In His divine majesty He stand sin the humble vessel of the fishermen,
amid the raging of the tempest, the waves breaking over the bows, and the vivid lightning
playing about His calm and fearless countenance. He lifts His hand, so often employed in
deeds of mercy, and says to the angry sea, ‘“Peace, be still.” The storm ceases, the heaving
billows sink to rest. The clouds roll away, and the stars shine forth; the boat sits motionless
upon a quiet sea. Then, turning to His disciples, Jesus rebukes them, saying, “Why are ye
so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?”

A sudden hush crept over the disciples. Not a word was spoken; even impulsive Peter
did not attempt to express the reverential awe that filled his heart. The boats that had set
out to accompany Jesus had been in the same peril with that of the disciples. Fear and
finally despair had seized their occupants; but the command of Jesus brought quiet where
but a moment before all was tumult. All fear was allayed, for the danger was over. The
fury of the storm had driven the boats into close proximity, and all on board beheld the
miracle of Jesus. In the hush that followed the stilling of the tempest, they whispered
among themselves, “What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey
him?” Never was this impressive scene forgotten by those who witnessed it.—The Spirit of
Prophecy 2:307-309.
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Obey God, the Supreme Authority

Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, “We ought to obey God
rather than men.” Acts 5:29, NKJV.

The principle for which the disciples stood so fearlessly when, in answer to the
command not to speak any more in the name of Jesus, they declared, “Whether it be right
in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye,” is the same that
the adherents of the gospel struggled to maintain in the days of the Reformation. When in
1529 the German princes assembled at the Diet of Spires, there was presented the emperor’s
decree restricting religious liberty, and prohibiting all further dissemination of the reformed
doctrines. It seemed that the hope of the world was about to be crushed out. Would the
princes accept the decree? Should the light of the gospel be shut out from the multitudes
still in darkness? Mighty issues for the world were at stake. Those who had accepted the
reformed faith met together, and their unanimous decision was, “Let us reject this decree.
In matters of conscience the majority has no power” (Merle d’Aubigné, History of the
Reformation, book 13, chap. 5).

This principle we in our day are firmly to maintain. The banner of truth and religious
liberty held aloft by the founders of the gospel church and by God’s witnesses during
the centuries that have passed since then, has, in this last conflict, been committed to our
hands. The responsibility for this great gift rests with those whom God has blessed with
a knowledge of His Word. We are to receive this Word as supreme authority. We are to
recognize human government as an ordinance of divine appointment, and teach obedience
to it as a sacred duty, within its legitimate sphere. But when its claims conflict with
the claims of God, we must obey God rather than human beings. God’s Word must be
recognized as above all human legislation. A “Thus saith the Lord” is not to be set aside
for a “Thus saith the church” or a “Thus saith the state.” The crown of Christ is to be lifted
above the diadems of earthly potentates....

We are not to say or do anything that would unnecessarily close up our way. We are to
go forward in Christ’s name, advocating the truths committed to us. If we are forbidden by
others to do this work, then we may say, as did the apostles, ... “We cannot but speak the
things which we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20).—The Acts of the Apostles, 68, 69.
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Make Obedience Attractive

Behold, I set before you today a blessing and a curse: the blessing, if you obey the
commandments of the Lord your God which I command you today; and the curse, if
you do not obey the commandments of the Lord your God, but turn aside from the
way which I command you today. Deuteronomy 11:26-28, NKJV.

Men and women are not to presume to put aside God’s great moral standard and
erect a standard according to their own finite judgment. It is because they are measuring
themselves among themselves and living according to their own standard that iniquity
abounds, and the love of many waxes cold. Contempt is shown to the law of God, and
because of this many presume to transgress, and even those who have had the light of truth
are wavering in their allegiance to the law of God. Will the current of evil that is setting so
strongly toward perdition sweep them away? Or will they, with courage and fidelity, stem
the tide and maintain loyalty to God amid the prevailing evil? ...

Those who profess to serve God are to do the work of relieving the oppressed. They
are to bear the fruit of the good tree. Those who are truly Christ’s will not bring oppression
in the home or in the church. Parents who are following the Lord will diligently teach their
children the statutes and commandments of God; but they will not do it in such a way that
the service of God will become repulsive to their children. Where parents love God with
all their hearts, the truth as it is in Jesus will be practiced and taught in the home....

We are closely to examine ourselves.... We should plead with God for spiritual eyesight,
that we may discern our mistakes and understand our defection of character. If we have
been critical and condemnatory, full of faultfinding, talking doubt and darkness, we have
a work of repentance and reformation to do. We are to walk in the light, speaking words
that will bring peace and happiness. Jesus is to abide in the soul. And where He is, instead
of gloom, murmuring, and repining, there will be fragrance of character—The Review and
Herald, June 12, 1894.
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God’s Law Is Perfect

The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul; the testimony of the Lord is
sure, making wise the simple; the statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. Psalm 19:7, 8, NKJV.

The very same Jesus, who, veiled in the cloudy pillar, led the Hebrew hosts, is our
leader. He who gave wise and righteous and good laws to Israel has spoken to us as verily
as to them. Our prosperity and happiness depend upon our unwavering obedience to the
law of God. Finite wisdom could not improve one precept of that holy law. Not one of
those ten precepts can be broken without disloyalty to the God of heaven. To keep every
jot and tittle of the law is essential for our own happiness, and for the happiness of all
connected with us. “Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend
them.” Yet finite creatures will present to the people this holy, just, and good law as a yoke
of bondage—a yoke which they cannot bear! It is the transgressor that can see no beauty
in the law of God.

The whole world will be judged by this law. It reaches even to the intents and purposes
of the heart, and demands purity in the most secret thoughts, desires, and dispositions. It
requires us to love God supremely, and our neighbor as ourselves. Without the exercise of
this love, the highest profession of faith is mere hypocrisy. God claims, from every soul of
the human family, perfect obedience to His law. “Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and
yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.”

The least deviation from that law, by neglect, or willful transgression, is sin, and every
sin exposes the sinner to the wrath of God. The 