DISCOVER - BIBLE GUIDES

The Discover Guides will help you
discover answers to some of hie's deepest
guestions, such as:

» How can I find peace of mind?

s Iz there hope for our chaotic
world?

e Is there life after death?

s How can I find love, hope and
zecurity?

Gzt started finding
the answers in the
Bible today to
these questions
and more.
Dhscover just how
relevant the Bible
15 to life in the 21st centory.




Lesson 1

We Can Believe in God

‘e
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D What Kind of God Is He?

D How Jesus Reveals What God Is Like

Jim once asked an atheist if he had ever wrestled, even for a few moments, with the thought that maybe God does exist.
“Absolutely!” the atheist said, to Jim's surprise. “Years ago when our first child was born | almost became a believer in
God. As | looked down at that miniature-but-perfect little human being in the crib, as | watched the flexing of those tiny
fingers and saw the dawning of recognition in those little eyes, | went through a period of several months during which |
almost ceased to be an atheist. Looking at that child almost convinced me there had to be a God.”



Everything Designed Has a Designer

The design of the human body demands the existence of a designer.

Have you ever pondered all that’s involved in the simple act of seeing? Scientists tell us that the delicate
engineering of the eye's cornea and lens make the most advanced camera seem like a child’s toy by comparison.
The tiny rods and cones in the eye change light into electro-chemical impulses through processes the most
sophisticated laboratory can’t reproduce. And brain cells transform these electrical impulses into the miracle of
perception — something no high-tech computer can come close to

doing.

Engineering, chemistry, information processing — all are
involved every time we open our eyes. Charles Darwin once
stated that the thought of the eye, and how it could possibly be
produced by natural selection, made him ill. Here’s why:

The human eye could not have evolved over long periods of

time, because it is absolutely useless unless complete. The lens,

which focuses light, would be useless without the retina, which

senses light. And all the light received would serve no purpose without the nerve fibers which carry signals to
the brain.

Vision involves a complete system of organs — all interrelated, all thoroughly designed. That’s the way it is with
the whole human body. Lungs and heart, nerves and muscles, all perform incredibly complicated tasks that
depend on other incredibly complicated tasks.

No wonder the Psalmist concluded that the human body speaks loud and clear of a wonderful Creator:

“| praise you because | am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are
wonderful, | know that full well.”

—Psalm 139:14. (Unless otherwise noted, all Scriptural texts in the DISCOVER guides are from the New
International Version of the Bible [NIV].)



We don’t have to go far to find the “works” of God. The evidence right in our own bodies
points to an infinitely skillful designer.

If you were to mark ten coins from one to ten, place them in your pocket, shake them
around, and then pull each coin out and put it back in your pocket, what is the likelihood
you could do so in exact numerical sequence? By mathematical law you have only one
chance in ten billion of taking them out in order from one to ten.

Now consider the chances of a stomach, brain, heart, lungs, arteries, veins, kidneys, ears,
eyes, and teeth all developing together and beginning to function at the same moment in
time.

What is the most reasonable explanation for the design of the human body?

“Then God said, ‘Let us make man

in our image, in our likeness," . ..

SO GOD CREATED MAN IN HIS OWN
IMAGE, in the image of God he
created him; male and female he
created them.”

—Genesis 1:26, 27.

The first man and woman could not just have happened. The Bible affirms that God designed us in His image.
He is the great Engineering Intelligence who thought us up and brought us into being.



Everything Made Has a Maker

But evidence for God is not confined to the design of our bodies; it's
also spread across the heavens.

Leave the lights of the city and go out into the country. Look up into
the night sky. That milky cloud beyond the stars that we call the
Milky Way is really a galaxy, or island universe, of billions of blazing
suns similar to our sun. In fact our sun and its planets are a part of the
Milky Way.

Now look at the Andromeda star group. See that hazy oval of light. Under a telescope it becomes another spiral
galaxy, and like our Milky Way it is composed of billions of giant suns.

Andromeda is but one of an estimated one hundred billion island universes that can be seen through giant
telescopes. Astronomers tell us that some of these island universes are actually moving through each other at an
incomprehensible speed, all perfectly balanced in space.

Somehow all this motion is synchronized. All the orbits within orbits proceed on track, on time. No wonder the
psalmist concluded that the stars speak of a glorious Maker:

“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the
work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night
after night they display knowledge. There is no speech or
language where their voice is not heard.”

—Psalm 19:1-3.

What may we reasonably conclude by looking at the intricate design and vast size
of the universe?

“[God] is before all things, and in him all things hold

together.”
—Colossians 1:17.

The Weymouth translation is even clearer: “He is before all things, and in and
through Him the universe is one harmonious whole.”

All creation boldly testifies:
“God designed! God created!” From the perfect balance of proton and electron in the atom to the whirl of

planets around the sun we find evidence of a master plan, a master thinker, of God the Master Designer and the
Infinite Creator.



When an anthropologist, digging in the sands of New Mexico, comes across a triangular-shaped stone, he
examines it carefully. If he sees markings on the stone that suggest it has been chiseled into shape, he
immediately concludes that an American Indian created the object. He will even attempt to assign a date to the
arrowhead, and determine which Indian tribe it belonged to.

No anthropologist worth his salt ever argues that arrowheads got there by chance. No one has attempted to
explain that lightning or wind and water could have shaped these objects. It seems perfectly obvious to
everyone that a human being made them.

Yet when many scientists dig up fossils, evidence of living things from the past, they make a very different
assumption. They don't see the hand of a Creator; they assume these creatures must have been produced by the
blind forces of nature, that they just naturally evolved.

The animal fossils we discover, even those buried deepest in the geologic layers, represent creatures infinitely
more complex than any arrowhead. So why not draw the obvious conclusion: someone had to create them? The
Bible suggests a logical answer to the question of origins:

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
—Genesis 1:1.

In these simple words, “in the beginning God,” we find the answer to the mystery of life. The first doctrine
recorded in the Bible is that there is a God; in fact, this first verse in the Bible tells us of His mighty act of
creation. Dr. Arthur Compton, Nobel prize-winning physicist, commenting on this verse of Scripture, once said:

“For myself, faith begins with a realization that a supreme intelligence brought the universe into being and
created man. It is not difficult for me to have this faith, for it is incontrovertible that where there is a plan there
is intelligence—an orderly, unfolding universe testifies to the truth of the most majestic statement ever uttered —
‘In the beginning God.””

Many great scientific minds today believe in God. The book Behind the Dim Unknown, edited by John Clover
Monsma (New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons), contains twenty-six chapters, each chapter written by a scientific
researcher who is both a specialist in his field and also a Christian. Each author emphasizes the same
fundamental truth — God exists.

In the words, “in the beginning God,” we find the foundation of all existence. The Bible does not attempt to
prove God — it declares His existence. That God exists is proved by our own existence and also by the existence
of the things we see around us. Every effect must have an adequate cause. There is design in this world, hence
there must be a designer. There is mathematical plan in the universe, so there must have been a planner. All
things, then, must have been created by some being, and that being is God.

Dr. Arthur Conklin, once a biologist of Princeton University, wrote: “The probability of life originating from an
accident is comparable to the probability of an unabridged dictionary resulting from an explosion in a print
shop.”

We know that human beings can’t create something from nothing. We may construct things, invent things, put
things together, make things work, but with all our wisdom, we have never brought into being from scratch
even the smallest spear of grass or the tiniest toad or the simplest flower.

Who, then, did make all things? Who created them in the beginning? Who started them? There is only one
satisfactory answer — God.



The things about us cry out that God designed, God created, God sustains. Only life — or its ultimate Source —
produces life. The only plausible answer to the origin of the universe, this world, and human beings — is God.



God Comes Into Personal Relationships With People

The God who designed the starry heavens, who created the universe, comes into personal relationships with
people. Deep in the mind and heart of every individual, God has revealed a knowledge of His existence. He is
“the true light that gives light to every man” (John 1:9).

The Bible asserts that our Creator seeks personal relationships with us. Abraham “was called God's friend”
(James 2:23). “The Lord would speak to Moses . . . as a man speaks with his friend” (Exodus 33:11). And God
will enter into a personal relationship with you and become your Friend. Jesus promised those who follow Him:
“You are my friends” (John 15:14).

Human existence itself supports the idea of a personal God. We all know it to be a fact that personality exists
here on this earth. We are persons, our friends are persons. Since there is personality, there must be a personal
God as its cause. It is impossible for human beings to exist without a personal Creator back of them. Since there
is individual personality, it is logical to conclude that a God who is also a Person is responsible for creating
personalities.

About 2500 years ago a group of Greek philosophers discussed the question, “What is the briefest possible
definition of man?”

Plato suggested: “Man is a two-legged animal.”

Another philosopher, however, exposed this definition’s limitations by fetching a rooster. He held it up and
said, “Behold Plato’s man!”

They pondered in silence a few moments until one of the thinkers exclaimed, “I have it! Man is a religious
animal.”

That's it in a nutshell. Humanity is incurably religious. We alone feel a sense of need for a Higher Power. All of
us, whether atheistic or devout, have wrestled with the idea of God. We're distinguished from animals by our
imagination and reason, and by our will to choose right or wrong. No animal ever builds an altar for worship.
Yet everywhere you find men and women, you find them worshiping. Deep within every human heart is a
desire to worship, “a consciousness of God.”

God has placed within all of us a desire to come into companionship with Him. When we respond to our
longing and find God, there is no longer a doubt about His existence and our need.

During the 1990s millions of atheists in Russia renounced atheism and turned to God. A university professor in
St. Petersburg whose field is astronomy made a statement that typifies the comments made by many
transformed atheists in the former Soviet Union:

“I have searched for a meaning to life in my scientific research, but found nothing to have confidence in. The
scientists around me feel the same vacuum. As | looked at the vastness of the universe in my study of
astronomy, and the emptiness of my soul, | felt there must be some meaning. Then, when | received the Bible
you gave me and began reading it, the vacuum in my life was filled. | have found the Bible to be the only source
of confidence to my soul. | have accepted Jesus as my Saviour and have found true peace, comfort, and
satisfaction in life.”



A Christian believes in God because he or she has met Him and discovers that He satisfies the heart's deepest
needs. The God whom Christians have joyfully found to exist, gives us a new perspective, new meaning, new
motives, new purposes, and new joys.

God doesn’t promise a life free from trouble and conflict, but He does assure us that He will guide and sustain
us if we come into a personal relationship with Him. And millions of Christians will testify that they would give
up everything rather than go back to life without God.

This is the greatest wonder of all — that the Almighty God who designed all creatures and created and sustains

the galaxies also desires a personal relationship with every man and woman, boy and girl. David marvelled at
this, when he wrote:

“When | consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what
Is man that you are mindful of him?”

—Psalm 8:3, 4.

Our Creator is “mindful” of each one of us. He takes as personal an interest in you as
if you were the only being He had created.

So we can believe in God:

1. Because of the intricate design in everything He created about us.

2. Because of the longing for God within us that leaves us restless till we find our rest in Him.

3. And because when we seek and find Him, God satisfies our every need and longing — to the full!
Now, it's only reasonable that a personal God would want to reveal Himself to His created beings just as a

father desires that his children know him. And God reveals Himself to us in the Bible. (Guide 2 will give
evidence that the Bible is a reliable Book given to us by the God who created us.)

What Kind of God Is He?

In the Bible God tells us who He is and what He is like.
What pattern did God use for creating men and women?

“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him;

male and female he created them.”
—Genesis 1:27.

According to Scripture, we are made in God's image. This is why we can have a personal relationship with Him.
Our abilities to reflect and feel, to remember and hope, to ponder and analyze — all are derived from Him.

Since God has a personality, what is His dominant trait?
“God is love.” —1 John 4:8.

God relates to human beings out of His own heart of love. There is nothing He has done or ever will do which is
not motivated by a selfless, sacrificial love.



How Jesus Reveals What God Is Like
What family member gives us an idea of what God is like?

“Have we not all one Father? Did not one God create us?”
—Malachi 2:10.

In the Bible God repeatedly speaks of Himself as a father.

Some of the father images we see today are anything but desirable. There are neglectful dads, dead-beat dads,
abusive dads. God is not like that. Rather, He is a caring, sensitive Father. He is the kind of Dad who loves to
spend time with his son or daughter, the kind of Dad who charms his kids by telling wonderful bedtime stories.
God, our loving Father, wanted to do more than reveal Himself through the words of Scripture. He knew that a
person we live with is much more real to us than someone we only hear about or read about in a book. So He
decided to enter our world as a real, specific individual.

God came down on our level — He became like us — so He could teach us how to live and be happy, and so we
could see what God is really like.

How did God visit the world as a person?

“[Jesus] is the image of the invisible God.”
—Colossians 1:15

God came down to our world in the person of Jesus.

A small boy and his older brother, were standing before a large portrait of their father who had died when the
younger boy was a mere babe.

“Tell me,” the younger brother said, “just what was Father like?”

The older boy attempted to tell his little brother something about their father. He described his strength. He said
he was a good man, kind and handsome. He was friendly, and people liked to be with him. He was always
gentle with Mother. He made people happy.

In spite of all the older brother could say, the small boy could not form a satisfying picture of his father. He
wanted so much to know what his father was like. At last he interrupted his brother with the question, “Tell me
one thing, Henry, was Father anything like you?”

The older boy hesitated a moment, then said: “Well, friends of ours who knew Father best say that I'm the living
image of him. And even Mother says the same.”

With his heart all aglow, the small boy walked away, saying: “Now | know exactly what my dad was like. He
was just like my brother Henry.”

Jesus came to our world as God in human flesh. Jesus is “the Son of God” (Mark 15:39)-God made visible, the
thought of God made audible. Jesus Himself said, “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9).



So if you have seen Jesus, you have seen God Himself. Whenever you want to know what God is like, then look
at Jesus as the Bible reveals Him.

As you read the story of Jesus in the four Gospels, the first four books of the New Testament, you will discover
a fascinating portrait of our Heavenly Father. Rough, self-sufficient fishermen dropped their nets to follow
Christ, and small children flocked to receive His blessing. He could comfort the most devastated sinners and
disarm the most self-righteous hypocrites. He healed everything from blindness to leprosy with the quiet
assurance of a doctor prescribing a couple of aspirin. His two-word command: “Be still!” forced a violent storm
to calm down like a naughty child brought suddenly to its senses. In all His actions Jesus demonstrated that God
is love! He met human need in a way no one had ever done before Him — or has since!

Jesus' final glorious revelation of what God is like happened at the cross. That's where He died for us so that we
would not have to die forever ourselves.

How do we benefit from Christ's death?

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever

believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”
—John 3:16

Jesus died not only to give us a happier life now, but also to give us eternal life. Jesus is God's “one and only
Son” — He is unique, one of a kind. He is the one and only being who is both wholly God and wholly man.

For long ages people wondered, and hoped, and dreamed about God. They saw His handiwork in the sky and in
the beauties of nature. Many thought to themselves, “If only God were like this!” or, “If only God were like
that!” But the beautiful, self-sacrificing life of Jesus and His death on the cross revealed God more clearly than
ever. People found themselves looking into the very face of God, seeing Him as He really is — love, eternal and
immortal love!

You can discover God right now as Jesus reveals Him. That discovery will lead you to make a very personal
affirmation: “Father, I love you!”
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We Can Believe The Bible

The famous mutineers who sank the British ship Bounty, ended |
up settling with their native women on the lonely island of '
Pitcairn. The group consisted of nine British sailors, six Tahitian
men, ten Tahitian women, and a girl of fifteen. One of the sailors
discovered how to distill alcohol, and soon drunkenness corrupted
the island colony. Fighting among the men and women grew into
violent exchanges.

|

After a while only one of the original men who reached the island
survived. But this man, Alexander Smith, discovered a Bible in
one of the chests taken from the ship. He began to read it and to
teach the others what it said. As he did so his own life changed,
and finally the lives of all on the island.

The islanders were completely isolated from the outside world until the arrival of the United States ship Topaz
in 1808. Its crew found the island a thriving, prosperous community with no whisky, no jail, no crime. The
Bible had changed the island from a hell on earth to an example of what God wants the world to be.

And so it is today. We know because the Voice of Prophecy is in contact with the island of Pitcairn through
shortwave radio. Tom Christian, a descendant of the Bounty mutineer Fletcher Christian, is a ham radio operator
and talks to us each week.

Does God still speak to people through the pages of the Bible? He certainly does. As | write this, I’m looking at
the answer sheet sent to us by a student of one of our Bible courses. A note at the bottom states, “I am on death
row in the Utah State Prison. Before | took this Bible course, | was lost, but now I have some-thing to look
forward to, and | have found a new love.”

God uses the Bible in a powerful way to transform people’s lives. Wherever people really begin to study the
Bible, lives are dramatically changed.



How God Speaks to Us Through the Bible

After creating Adam and Eve, the first man and woman on earth, God spoke to them face-to-face. But when
God came to visit with Adam and Eve after they sinned, what did the couple do?

“Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in
the garden in the cool of the day, and THEY HID FROM THE LORD GOD among the
trees of the garden.”

—Genesis 3:8. (Unless otherwise noted, all Scriptural texts in the DISCOVER guides are from the New International Version of the Bible [NIV].)

Sin interrupted face-to-face contact with God. After sin came to our world, how did God communicate with
people?

“Surely the Sovereign Lord does nothing without revealing his plan to his servants

the prophets.”
—Amos 3:7.

God has not left us in the dark concerning life and its meaning. Through His prophets—persons God called to
speak and write for Him—He has revealed His answers to life’s great questions.

Who Wrote the Bible?

The prophets gave God’s messages by voice and pen while they lived, and when they died, their writings lived
after them. These prophetic messages were then gathered together, under God’s leading, in the book we call the
Bible.

But how reliable are these writings?

“You must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s
own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men

spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”
—2 Peter 1:20, 21.

The Holy Spirit revealed to the prophets the messages of Scripture. The writers of the Bible wrote not according
to their own will or whim, but only as they were moved, or controlled, by the Spirit of God. The Bible is God’s
own book!

In the Bible God tells us about Himself, and reveals His purposes for the human race. The Bible is a book of
history, of prophecy, and of promise, outlining God’s whole plan of salvation. It not only shows God’s view of
the past, but also opens up the future, telling us how the problem of evil will finally be resolved and how peace
will finally come to our world.

Is all the Bible a message from God?

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for



every good work.”
—2 Timothy 3:16, 17.

The Holy Bible affects human beings so profoundly because “all” the Bible is “God-breathed.” It’s more than a
nice collection of moral principles; it’s more than a great book; it’s an inspired document, God’s Book. The
prophets related what they saw and heard in human language, but their message came directly from God.

If you want to know what life is all about, honestly and prayerfully read the Holy Scriptures. You’ll find your
attitude and outlook gradually changing. The more you study—and are thus exposed to the Spirit of God, the
real author of the Bible—the more peace of mind you’ll experience. The same Holy Spirit who inspired the
prophets to write the Bible, will make the Bible teachings, its gospel, effective in transforming your life if you
invite the Spirit to be present as you read the Bible.



The Unity of the Bible

The Bible is actually a library of 66 books. The 39 books of the Old Testament were composed from 1450 B.C.
to 400 B.C.; the 27 books of the New Testament between A.D. 50 and A.D. 100.

The prophet Moses began the first five books of the Bible sometime before 1400 B.C. The Apostle John penned
the last book of the Bible, Revelation, about A.D. 95. During the 1,500 years between the writing of the first
and last books of the Bible, at least 38 other prophets made their contributions.

The various Bible writers lived at different times, some separated by hundreds
of years. In many cases they were complete strangers to one another. Some
were businessmen or traders, others were shepherds, fishermen, soldiers,
physicians, preachers, kings—human beings from all walks of life. They
served under different governments, and lived within contrasting cultures and
systems of philosophy. But here is the wonder of it all: When the 66 books of
the Bible with their 1,189 chapters made up of 31,173 verses are brought together, we find perfect harmony in
the message they convey. As the great scholar F. F. Bruce noted: “The Bible is not simply an anthology; there is
a unity which binds the whole together.”

Suppose a man should knock at your door and, when invited in, place an oddly shaped piece of marble on your
living room floor, then leave without a word. Other visitors follow in succession until about 40 individuals have
each deposited their numbered marble piece into place.

When the last one has gone, you see with surprise that a beautiful statue stands before you. Then you learn that
most of the “sculptors” had never met each other, coming, as they did, from South America, China, Russia,
Africa, and other parts of the world. What would you have to conclude? That someone had planned the statue
and had sent to each man accurate specifications for his particular piece of marble. The Bible as a whole
communicates one coherent message—just like a perfect marble statue. One mind planned it all, the mind of
God. Scripture’s remarkable unity gives evidence that it is not simply human literature but indeed the Word of
God. Human beings wrote down the thoughts and words, but they were “God-breathed,” inspired by God
Himself.



You Can Trust the Bible

1. The preservation of the Bible is remarkable. All of the early manuscripts of the Bible were copied by
hand—Iong before there were printing presses. Scribes made copies of the original manuscripts and distributed
them. Thousands of copies of such manuscripts or portions of them still survive.

Hebrew manuscripts of the Old Testament that go back 150 to 200 years before Christ were found near the
Dead Sea in 1947. It’s amazing that these two-thousand-year-old scrolls contain exactly the same truths as we
find in the Old Testament of Bibles printed today. Powerful evidence of how reliably God’s Word has been
transmitted to us!

The apostles first wrote much of the New Testament as letters they sent to Christian churches established after
the death and resurrection of Christ (Colossians 4:16). More than 4,500 manuscripts of all or a part of the New
Testament are on display in the great museums and libraries of Europe and America. Some of them date back to
the second century. By comparing these early manuscripts with today’s Bible, we can readily see that the New
Testament has also remained essentially unchanged since it was first written. Remarkably enough, we are much
more certain about the original text of the Bible than we are about the original text of Shakespeare’s plays.

Sir Frederic Kenyon, once the director of the British Museum, in his book Our Bible and the Ancient
Manuscripts assures us: “The Christian can take the whole Bible in his hand and say without fear or hesitation
that he holds in it the true Word of God, handed down without essential loss from generation to generation
throughout the centuries.”

Today the Bible or portions of it have been translated into over 2,060 languages and dialects. God’s Word
remains the world’s best-seller; over 150 million Bibles and Bible portions are sold each year.

2. The historical accuracy of the Bible record is remarkable. At the time the United States was
becoming a nation, many were skeptical about the accuracy of Scripture. They doubted the Bible record because
they could not prove biblical events from the documents of secular history. Scripture spoke of battles, cities, and
even entire civilizations which secular historians did not mention.

Today many archaeological discoveries have dramatically confirmed the accuracy of the biblical record.
Historians have discovered clay tablets and stone monuments which have brought to light names, places, and
events previously known only from the Bible.

For example, according to Genesis 11:31, Abraham and his family “set out from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to
[the land of] Canaan.” Because only the Bible spoke of Ur, certain scholars stated that no such city had ever
existed. Then archaeologists uncovered a temple tower in southern Iraq with a cylinder at the base written in
cuneiform that contained the name Ur. Later finds revealed Ur as the thriving metropolis of a highly developed
civilization. That city’s identity had been forgotten and lost to later historians. Only the Bible preserved its
name—until the spade of the archaeologist confirmed its authenticity.

Ur is but one of many examples of archaeological information that now confirms the accuracy of Bible history.
You can obtain fascinating books on biblical archeology from your local public library. Such books give
hundreds of other examples of how history proves the historical reliability of Scripture.



3. The accurate fulfillment of Bible predictions shows that you can trust the Bible. Our
confidence in the Word of God can also be strengthened by a look at Bible prophecies. Scripture contains many
remarkable predictions of future events that are now being fulfilled before our very eyes. You will examine one
of these exciting prophecies in guide 7. You will discover that God revealed the entire future course of history
in advance from 606 B.C. (before Christ) right down the centuries to our day. This prophecy also looks into the
future and tells us what is coming in our world today.



How to Understand the Bible

Remember that the Bible is not some historical document which only scholars can understand. Some of the
most exciting biblical insights have come from ordinary people with ordinary educations who simply responded
to the Bible as a personal letter from Jesus. As you explore God’s Word, here are seven important principles to
keep in mind:

1. Study the Bible with a prayerful heart. If you approach Scripture with a heart and mind opened
through prayer, the Word truly becomes a personal contact with Jesus. Remember to invite the Spirit in as your
teacher when you open the Bible.

“When he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. . .. he will tell
you what is yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and

making it known to you”
—John 16:13-14. 2.

2. Read the Bible daily. Paul commended the Berean Christians because “they received the message with
great eagerness and examined the Scripture every day to see” what was true (Acts 17:11). Daily Bible study is a
key to power in our lives (Romans 1:16)

3. Study the Bible carefully. Paul told Timothy to study the Bible as “a workman who does not need to be
ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). Don’t just grab any stray text that
seems to suit your opinions or inclinations and hang on tight. Look as carefully and as objectively as possible at
what is being said in the passage. Reading the Bible is an encounter with the mind of God.

4. Study the Bible verse by verse, chapter by chapter, and book by book. As you read it, let the
Bible speak for itself. Since the Bible is a message from Jesus, it is not only true, but the test of all truth (Isaiah
8:20). So we should never let any “religious” belief or principle explain away any part of Scripture. Trying to
make the Bible fit into a preconceived idea will only cause us to “distort” the Scriptures to our “own
destruction” (2 Peter 3:16, KJV).

Make sure you understand each statement of the Bible in the light of its context: who is being spoken to, what
problem it refers to, what other statements surround it, etc. The key question is: What did the Bible writer intend
to say? All of us must learn to distinguish what the Bible writer intended to say from our subjective
impressions: what we think the writer should have said. After grasping what a text means we can apply it
intelligently to our life today.

5. Study the Bible by subject. To really understand Bible truth, we must let the Bible be its own interpreter.
How? By comparing scripture with scripture. Jesus used this method to demonstrate that He was the Messiah:

“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was

said in ALL the Scriptures concerning himself.”
—Luke 24:27.

By putting together all that the Bible has to say on a certain subject we gain a balanced perspective; we can
more accurately reflect on God’s point of view. For example, how do you find the secrets of successful prayer?
Gather together all the statements made by the prophets, Jesus and the apostles, the promises and principles they
gave, which relate to prayer and its answers. (That’s essentially what we do in guide 14.) When we prayerfully



let the Bible explain itself in this way, we come to understand what God means, and not just what some person
thinks, or what some church creed asserts.

6. Study the Bible to receive power to live for Christ. The Word of God is described in Hebrews 4:12
as a sharp, double-edged sword. It’s more than words on a page, it’s a living weapon that God uses to help us
fight off the most persistent temptations.

7. Listen as God speaks to you through His Word. If a person is to know the Bible truth about a certain
subject or doctrine, he or she must be willing to follow what it teaches.

“IF ANYONE CHOOSES TO DO GOD’S WILL, he will find out whether my teaching
comes from God or whether | speak on my own.”
—John 7:17.

The psalmist exemplified a healthy attitude:

“How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your word.”
—Psalm 119:9.



The Bible Can Change Your Life

What is the effect of the Bible in a person’s life?

“The unfolding of your words gives light; it gives understanding
to the simple.”
—Psalm 119:130.

Study of the Bible will strengthen the “understanding,” the intellect, as no other book. If
you deeply examine the Bible and absorb its teachings into your life, it will give you the
strength to overcome destructive habits and enable you to develop into the fullness of
personhood—physically, mentally, morally, and spiritually.

The Bible speaks to the heart. It deals with the experiences of humanity—nbirth, love,
marriage, parenthood, and death. Scripture heals the deepest wound in human nature—
humanity’s fall into sin and the misery resulting from it.

Following the collapse of the Berlin Wall, a great revival began to sweep over atheistic
Russia. Millions accepted the Bible as inspired by God and became Christians. Galena, a woman in Nishni
Novogorod, formerly Gorky, attended the meetings of an American evangelist. With tears running down her
cheeks, she told him, “Before | came to these meetings, | was an atheist. I didn’t believe in God. Now | have
accepted Jesus, and I am a brand new person inside. The truths you have been teaching us from the Bible have
opened my eyes.”

God’s Word is not a book of one race, one age, one nation, or one culture. Although written in the East, it also
appeals to men and women in the West. It enters the apartment of the humble and the mansion of the wealthy.
Children love its exciting stories. Its heroes inspire young people. Parents find in it wisdom to instruct their
children. The sick, the lonely, and the aged discover in it comfort and hope for a better life.

Because God works through the Bible, it has great power. It breaks even hearts hardened against all human
emotion, softening and filling them with love. We have seen the Bible change a former bandit and opium
smoker into a zealous preacher.

We have seen the Bible turn a liar and a cheat into an honest and upright teacher. And we have seen this Book
snatch people from the brink of suicide and give them a hopeful new beginning. The Bible awakens love among
enemies. It makes the proud humble and the selfish generous. The Bible strengthens us in weakness, cheers us
in despondency, comforts us in sorrow, guides us in uncertainty, and soothes us when weary. It shows men and
women how to live courageously and how to die without fear.

God’s Book, the Bible, can change your life too! You’ll see that more and more clearly as you continue
studying the DISCOVER guides.

For what reason was the Bible written for us? Jesus answers:

“The Scriptures . . . testify about me.”
— John 5:39.



“But these [things] are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”
—John 20:31.

The greatest reason we should become acquainted with the Holy Scriptures is that it is full of pictures that
reveal Jesus Christ and assure us of eternal life. By looking at Christ throughout the Bible, we are changed and
become more like Him (2 Corinthians 3:18). That is Scripture’s real purpose. This will become even clearer as
you study guides 3 through 6.

Begin now to discover the written Word, the living Word, for God uses it to make us more like Jesus.
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Does My Life Really Matter To God?

Some mornings, the world seems a paradise. You wake up, take a deep breath by the window, and look out on
golden sunshine spreading color on the trees, leaf by leaf. Some moments make life seem so precious: the face
of a beloved friend as you say good-bye, a sublime piece of music that perfectly matches your mood, the
unexpected affection of a small child.

But other mornings, the world seems a place of horror. You wake up to newspaper headlines screaming about
yet another terrorist bombing that’s maimed or blinded some child, yet another serial killer claiming his tenth
victim, yet another famine or war or earthquake. There are moments when nothing makes sense, nothing seems
fair. You hear about young missionaries speared to death by the tribesmen they have come to help and at the
same time learn of Mafia bosses enjoying their grand-children at their lavish estates.

What does it all mean? Can we make sense of our wonderful and terrible world? Does God have a purpose for
it? Why are we here? Does my life really matter to God or am | just a minor cog in some vast cosmic machine?

God Made a Perfect World

Let’s start with the fact that God is the Creator, the architect and designer of everything, from supernovas to
butterfly wings.

How long did it take God to perform His mighty miracle of creation?

“By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of

his mouth. . .. For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.”

— Psalm 33:6-9. (Unless otherwise noted, all Scriptural texts in the DISCOVER guides are from the New International
Version of the Bible [NI1V].)

God has only to speak, and the electrons, protons, and neutrons scurry off to obey His will. He obviously
doesn’t need long ages of time to accomplish His purposes. We limit His power if we say that God requires
millions of years to bring about the evolution of the world or its creatures. He can take time if He chooses, or
He can dispense with it altogether.



Six Days to Make Our World

How long did God decide He would take to make our world?

“In six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in
them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath
day and made it holy.”

—Exodus 20:11.

The eternal, all-powerful Creator could have formed the world in a moment “by the breath of His mouth.” But
when God decided to create our inhabitable world, He chose to take six days to do it. He didn’t need six days—
six minutes would have been sufficient, or even six seconds.

The first chapter in the Bible, Genesis 1, describes what God created on each day of the creation week. Read it
when you can.

Creation Week

Day One: light; sequence of day and night
Day Two: earth’s atmosphere
Day Three: dry land, vegetation
Day Four: sun and moon appeared
Day Five: birds and fish
Day Six: land animals, man
Day Seven: the Sabbath

What crowning masterpiece of creation did God bring into existence on the sixth day?

“Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule . .
.over all the earth....” SO GOD CREATED MAN IN HIS OWN IMAGE, in the image of

God he created him; MALE AND FEMALE HE CREATED THEM.”
—Genesis 1:26, 27.

God decided to create individuals like Himself who could reason and
feel and love. Every human being is made in God’s “image.” That’s the first Good News statement from the
Bible that will help us understand ourselves.

“The LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his

nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.”
—Genesis 2:7.

By the sixth day, the world was filled with plants and animals, and then God was ready to introduce His
masterpiece of creation; the Almighty formed Adam’s body from the dust of the ground. So when God breathed
“the breath of life” into his nostrils, man became “a living being”—that is, he came to life.

God named the first man Adam, a word that simply means “man” (verses 19, 20). And to complete His act of
creating people in His image, God made the first woman, called Eve, which means “living” (verses 18-25;
3:20). A loving Creator saw the need for human companionship.



Fresh from the hand of God, Adam and Eve both reflected His image. The Almighty could have programmed
beings to wander contentedly about the Garden of Eden and raise their hands in adoration on cue. He could have
created actors to play flawless parts for Him. But God wanted more: real relationships. Animals can make nice
house pets, but they can’t carry on a stimulating conversation. Robots can smile, speak courteously, and even do

the dishes, but they can’t love.

That’s why God made people. He could have given us no greater honor than to create us in His image, with the
capacity to think and decide, to choose and remember, to understand and love. Adam and Eve were the crown
of God’s creation. They were His children, and therefore inexpressibly dear to Him.



Evil Comes to a Perfect World

When God created Adam and Eve, they had everything to make them happy. They enjoyed perfect physical and
mental health, living in a beautiful garden home in a flawless world (Genesis 1:28-31). God promised them
children and the ability to do creative thinking, and to find satisfaction in the work of their hands (Genesis 1:28;
2:15). They experienced face-to-face fellowship with their Maker (Genesis 3:8). No trace of worry, fear, or
sickness marred their blissful days.

We still, on occasion, catch an echo of that original Eden during moments when life seems indescribably
precious. But what about the other side of life? How did the world change so drastically into a place of suffering
and tragedy? The second and third chapters of Genesis tell the entire story of how sin entered our world. Read
them at your leisure. Here is a brief summary of their contents.

Some time after God established a perfect world, the devil came to the Garden of Eden to tempt Adam and Eve
into disobeying their Creator. God limited the devil’s sphere of influence to one tree in the garden, the “tree of
the knowledge of good and evil.” And He warned the first human couple to stay clear of this tree and never to
eat its fruit, for that would result in death.

But one day Eve wandered over by the forbidden tree. The devil quickly launched into his sales pitch. He
claimed God had lied to her and that if she ate the tree’s fruit she wouldn’t die but would become wise like God
Himself, knowing good and evil. Until then Adam and Eve had known only good. Tragically Eve, and then
Adam, allowed the devil to con them and they sampled the forbidden fruit—thus breaking their bond of trust
and obedience with God.

God planned for Adam and Eve to “rule” over our world as the stewards of God’s created works (Genesis 1:26).
But because they broke faith with God and, by default, chose the devil as their new leader, the couple lost their
jurisdiction. That was the first critical step that eventually led to a planet in rebellion against God. Today the
devil claims the world as his turf and tries his best to enslave its people.

There are many times when we find ourselves doing something selfish or even cruel when we really want to do
the opposite. Why? Because there is an evil force at work in our world. The invisible enemy, the devil, works to
make people fail morally. Many of the senseless, vicious crimes we read about with dismay are the result of
individuals who’ve consciously or unconsciously given themselves over to the control of this evil power and
who find themselves doing things they could not have imagined before.

As you read chapter 3 of Genesis, you will discover that sin caused Adam and Eve to hide from God in fear. Sin
affected all of creation adversely. It was like throwing a wrench in a smoothly running machine. Thorns
appeared along with the flowers. The soil suffered from drought and labor became a burden. Disease began to
strike at random. Jealousy and animosity, suspicion and greed started multiplying human miseries. Most terrible
of all, with sin came death!



Who Is This Devil Who
Infected Our World With Sin?

The New Testament mentions the devil, or Satan, nearly one hundred times. The Bible clearly teaches that there
is a real, personal devil.

What insight does Jesus give us into the character of the devil?

“He [the devil] was A MURDERER FROM THE BEGINNING, not holding to the truth,
for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a
liar and THE FATHER OF LIES.”

—John 8:44.

According to Jesus, the devil is the originator of sin in the universe, the “father” of sin and thus of murder and
lying.

Thomas Carlyle, the great English philosopher, once took Ralph Waldo Emerson through some of the worst
streets of London’s East End. As they walked along, silently observing the wretchedness and evil around them,
Carlyle finally asked, “Do you believe in the devil now?” We might extend such a walk to the hospitals,
prisons, and inner cities of today’s world, or follow the TV cameras into battles which maim and kill innocent
civilians, and then ask, “Do you believe in the devil now?”

Did God Create the Devil?

According to Jesus, where did the devil come from?

“I saw Satan fall like lightning FROM HEAVEN.”
—Luke 10:18.

How does the Bible further describe the devil’s fall from heaven?

“And there was WAR IN HEAVEN. Michael and his angels fought
against the dragon, and THE DRAGON AND HIS ANGELS fought
back. But he was not strong enough, and they LOST THEIR
PLACE IN HEAVEN. The great dragon was hurled down—that
ancient serpent called the devil or Satan, who leads the whole
world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with
him.”

—Revelation 12:7-9.

Did God create the devil? No! Everything God makes is perfect. A good God would not produce a devil. And
yet the Bible states that the devil, along with the angels he had deceived, lost their place in heaven and came to
our world where he carried out a successful coup: wresting the stewardship of the world from Adam and Eve.

Where did the devil come from? How did he get into heaven in the first place?



“You were anointed as A GUARDIAN CHERUB, for so | ordained you. You were on
the holy mount of God; you walked among the fiery stones. YOU WERE
BLAMELESS IN YOUR WAYS from the day YOU WERE CREATED till WICKEDNESS
WAS FOUND IN YOU.”

—Ezekiel 28:14, 15

According to this scripture, God did not create the devil, He created a perfect angel, and this angel gradually
turned himself into a devil. Satan actually began his career as one of heaven’s leading angels, standing next to
God’s throne. But then he sinned—"wickedness was found in” him. Expelled from heaven, and posing as Adam
and Eve’s friend, he became humanity’s deadliest enemy.

When you see cartoons portraying the devil with horns, a tail, and split hoofs, remember that the Bible is not so
naive. In Scripture we discover that God’s great enemy was once the most beautiful and wisest of the holy
angels.

Why Did the Devil Sin?

If God created the devil as a perfect angel, why did he become a sinner?

“How YOU HAVE FALLEN FROM HEAVEN, O morning star, son of the dawn! YOU
HAVE BEEN CAST DOWN TO THE EARTH, you who once laid low the nations! You
said in your heart, ‘Il will ascend to heaven; | will raise my throne above the stars of
God; | will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the
sacred mountain. | will ascend above the tops of the clouds. | WILL MAKE MYSELF
LIKE THE MOST HIGH."”

—lsaiah 14:12-14.

The being who became the devil was originally called Lucifer, meaning “day star” or “shining one.” Somehow,
in this angel’s heart, vanity and ambition began to take the place of devotion. The seed of pride grew into an

obsession to actually take God’s place. God had already given him a very high position in heaven as a leader of
the angels. But he wanted even more. Growing more and more jealous of God, he sought to seize God’s throne.

Lucifer must have worked very hard to persuade other heavenly beings that he had a better plan. It is easy to
imagine Satan arguing that God was holding something back from them, and that the divine law was too
restrictive, and that God was an uncaring sovereign. He slandered the name of the One whose character defines
what love is.

How was this conflict in heaven resolved?

“Your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you corrupted your

wisdom because of your splendor. So | threw you to the earth.”
—Ezekiel 28:17.

When Lucifer’s heart became proud and he chose to rebel, God had to cast him out of heaven. Why? Because
pride and selfishness, which are sin, and at the root of all sin, cannot exist in the presence of God.



Lucifer twisted love for God into an unhealthy love of self. Jealousy changed the chief of angels into the devil
or Satan. And in order to preserve the peace and harmony of heaven, he and one third of heaven’s angels, those
who joined him in rebellion, had to be expelled (Revelation 12:4, 7-9).

Who Is Responsible for Sin?

Why didn’t God create beings incapable of sinning? If He had, there would be no problem of evil in our world.

To answer that question we must go back to why God created us in the first place. He wanted people who could
have meaningful relationships. So God did something that only He would think of: “God created man in His
own image” (Genesis 1:27).

This means we are free and responsible. We can decide to love God or turn our backs on Him.
What special ability did God give people and angels that distinguishes them from animals?

“Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve.”
—Joshua 24:15.

God gave the people of Joshua’s day, as well as the angels and human beings of every generation, a spiritual
nature and a capacity to make real choices. He challenges the beings He created in His image to choose to do
right because their reasoning powers tell them “God’s way is best.” And to turn from wrong because their
reasoning powers warn against the results of disobedience and sin.

The Lord didn’t have to make us free moral agents. But only beings with the power to reason and choose can
experience real love. God longed to create individuals who could comprehend and appreciate His character,
freely respond to Him in love, and be filled with love for others.

God wanted to share His love so much that He was willing to take the enormous risk of creating angels and
people with the power of choice. He knew it was possible that some day one of His created beings might choose
not to serve Him. The devil was the first being in the universe to make that terrible choice. The tragedy of sin
began with him (John 8:44, 1 John 3:8).



The Cross Makes Possible
the Destruction of Sin

But why didn’t the tragedy of sin stop with Lucifer? Why didn’t God destroy him before his sin-disease could
spread? It’s important to remember that Lucifer had challenged the fairness of God’s government. He had told
lies about God. The idea of telling a lie had never entered the minds of the angels. Naturally they didn’t grasp
all that lay behind Lucifer’s deceptions.

If God had destroyed Lucifer immediately, the angels would have begun to serve Him from fear rather than
from love. This would have defeated the very purpose He had in creating beings with the power of choice in the
first place.

How did anyone really know God’s way was best? No one had dared to try an alternative. God gave Satan a
chance to demonstrate his alternative system. That’s why he was given an opportunity to make his pitch to
Adam and Eve. This planet has become a testing ground where the character of Satan and the nature of his
kingdom are contrasted with the character of God and the nature of His kingdom. Who is right? Who can we
ultimately trust? These are the issues which “the great controversy between Christ and Satan” must resolve.

So deceptive was Lucifer, that before all the universe could be fully convinced, the nature of his alternative had
to be fully exposed. It has taken time for everyone to really grasp how disastrous Satan’s alternative actually is.
But eventually everyone will see that “the wages of sin is death” and that “the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23).

Every being in the entire universe will then agree with the declaration:

“‘Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are your
ways, King of the ages. Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your
name? For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before you, for

your righteous acts have been revealed.”
—Revelation 15:3, 4.

After everyone understands the deadly nature of sin and the destructive nature of Satan’s philosophy, God can
destroy Satan and sin. He will also have to destroy those who stubbornly resist His grace and cling to Satan’s
alternative. (More about this in guides 22 and 23.)

God is just as anxious to resolve the problem of sin and suffering as we are to have Him do so. But He is
waiting until He can do it on a permanent basis, and until He can both preserve our free will and prevent evil
from ever appearing again.

How certain can we be that God will destroy sin forever?

“The day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar;
the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be
burned up [margin]. ... But in keeping with His promise we are looking forward to a
new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.”

—2 Peter 3:10, 13.



When God does finally say of sin, “It is done!” (Revelation 16:17), sin will be truly finished for all time. It will
never again infect the universe. Sin’s tragic results will stand out so clearly that disobedience to God will seem
repugnant for all eternity.

What makes possible the final destruction of the devil and sin?

“Since the children have flesh and blood, he [Christ] too shared in their humanity
so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is,
the devil—and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of

death.”
—Hebrews 2:14, 15.

At the cross the angels and the unfallen worlds saw Satan for what he was—a deceiver, a liar, a murderer. There
he revealed his true character by compelling men to murder the innocent Son of God. The inhabitants of the
entire universe saw how senseless and cruel sin really is. The cross fully unmasked Satan’s motives, and when
God destroys the devil and those who persist in sin, all will acknowledge that God is just.

Jesus’ death on the cross made the removal of sin from the universe a certainty, because it exposed Satan’s real
intent before all created beings (John 12:31, 32). The cross also revealed Christ for what He is—the Saviour of
the world. At Golgotha the power of love stood out in stark contrast against the love of power. It established
beyond any question that it was self-sacrificing love that motivates God in all His dealings with Satan, sin, and
sinful men and women.

At the cross Christ’s eloquent demonstration of God’s unconditional love overpowered the worst that men and
Satan could do. The devil was decisively defeated. The battle had been over who should rule the world, Christ
or Satan. But the cross settled it for all time. It must be Christ above all!

Have you discovered a relationship with the Saviour who died to reveal His matchless, unchanging love? How
do you feel about the One who came to our world as a human being and died in your place to save you from the
results of sin? Will you bow your head just now and thank Jesus, and then ask Him to come in and take
possession of your life?

Dear Father in heaven: | thank You for Jesus’ victory over Satan in this world. Thank you for offering
forgiveness so graciously from the cross. Please come into my heart just now and fight for me against
the evil in my own nature. Please take possession of my entire being. Help me to stay close to Jesus
each day. | thank You for hearing my prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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A Plan For Your Life

After a minister had spoken on the subject, “Why | Believe in Jesus,” a well-dressed young man paid him a visit
in his study and remarked, “Your talk tonight was interesting, but everything you said about Jesus Christ came
out of your Bible. Tell me, if Jesus ever lived on this earth, why doesn’t history tell about Him?”

“That’s a fair question,” the minister answered as he turned and took down several books. “But as a matter of
fact, history does tell about Jesus Christ.”

“That I’d like to see for myself,” the young man responded.

“Well here is Letter 97 of Book 10 of Letters of Pliny the Younger, Roman proconsul in Bithynia, a province of
old Asia Minor. Pliny wrote to the Roman Emperor, Trajan, telling him about events in his province. See, here
he is asking counsel on how he should handle a new sect, the Christians. He tells of their rapid growth and of
how they sang hymns composed to their leader, Christ. Pliny sent his letter about A.D. 110. The letter by Pliny
offers historical evidence of the man, Christ, and of the spread of His faith in the days of His apostles.”

Surprised, the young man said, “Tell me more!”

As the minister thumbed through another book, he added, “Another historian, contemporary with Pliny, was
Tacitus. In his Annals (Book 15, chapter 44) he tells of Nero’s hatred for, and persecution of, the Christians at
the time of the burning of Rome. Tacitus explains that the term ‘Christian’ comes from the name ‘Christ.” He
mentions that Jesus Christ, the founder of the Christian religion, had been put to death by Pontius Pilate,
Procurator of Judea, during the reign of Emperor Tiberius. All these details Tacitus gives us match exactly the
events, names, and places given in the Bible.”

“Pastor, | never knew things like that were in secular history!” the visitor exclaimed.

“And while we’re talking,” the minister added, “I want you to notice that about A.D. 180 Celsus wrote a book
attacking Christians, indicating that Christianity by that time had become a force to reckon with.

“If you are still in doubt, remember that the four Gospels are just as much history as these secular books.”
This young man went away convinced that Jesus Christ was a real, historical figure.

Both sacred and secular history agree that Jesus did live as a man on earth. But there’s much more we can know
about Him.

Sources for the above historical material and a more detailed history appear in the following books: Documents of the
Christian Church, selected and edited by Henry Bettenson (London, Oxford University Press); Joseph Cullen Ayer, A
Source Book for Ancient Church History (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1931, 1941); Origen: Contra Celsum,
translated by Henry Chadwick (Cambridge: University Press, 1965); F. F. Bruce, The New Testament Documents: Are
They Reliable? 5th edition, revised (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1960; and R. T. France,
The Evidence for Jesus (Downers Grove, lllinois: InterVarsity Press, 1986). The last two books come in inexpensive
paperback editions and should be available through most religious bookstores. If the first three books are not available in
your local library, you can ask the librarian to order them for you through inter-library loan.



Christ Existed from Eternity

According to the Bible, Jesus was not merely a good man, He was also
God. What claim did Jesus Himself make concerning His divinity?

“If you really knew me, you would know my Father as
well. From now on, you do know him and have seen
him. ... Anyone who has seen me has seen the

Father.”
—John 14:7-9.

“l and the Father are one.”

—John 10:30. (Unless otherwise noted, all Scriptural texts in the
DISCOVER guides are from the New International Version of the Bible [NIV].)

If you wish to know the answer to the questions, “Who is God? What is
He like?” just look at Jesus. The Father shares the same love and care for
each person that Jesus demonstrated during His human life on earth.

What matching claim did John make concerning Jesus’ divinity?

“In the beginning was the Word [Christ], and THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE
WORD WAS GOD. He was with God IN THE BEGINNING. Through him all things
were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory,

the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
—John 1:1-3, 14.

Jesus, the Word, is as fully God as is the Father. Jesus was with God “in the beginning.” He was the One who
spoke all things into existence.

How long have the Father and the Son existed together?

“But to the Son He [God] says: ‘Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter
of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom’.”

—Hebrews 1:8, NKJV, (The Holy Bible, New King James Version, copyright © 1979, 1980, 1982 by Thomas
Nelson, Inc., Nashville, Tennessee.)

God the Father and Jesus the Son have existed together from eternity. There never was a time when Jesus was
not one with the Father.



Christ, the Heart of History and Prophecy

One of the things that makes Jesus utterly unique is this: His biography was written before He was born.
Christ’s life story is a fulfillment of prophecy. Old Testament prophecies present a clear outline of Christ’s life
in advance. The New Testament is His life story told in fulfillment.

We know the Old Testament was completed, at the very latest, 250 years before Christ’s birth; because the
Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Old Testament, was begun about that time. No wonder that in writing
the Gospels of the New Testament, Christ’s disciples were amazed at how accurately details in their Master’s
life fulfilled Old Testament prophecies.

Anyone who carefully reads the Old Testament discovers that it continually mentions the coming Messiah.
When Adam and Eve fell into sin, God immediately promised them that He would send someone to our world
to defeat the devil (Genesis 3:15). That Person, Scripture further reveals, would be the Messiah. The Hebrew
word “Messiah” in the Old Testament, which literally means “Anointed One,” corresponds to the Greek word
“Christ” in the New Testament (see John 1:41; 4:25). Jesus Christ is the Messiah. That’s a central premise of
the New Testament.

Living from five hundred to fifteen hundred years before Christ’s birth, the Old Testament prophets made
scores of very specific predictions about the life of the Messiah. Their prophecies identify the city of Christ’s
birth, His name, and His lifework. They disclose details of His trial and events connected with His death. The
prophecies show that when brought into court He would offer no personal defense, and they actually predict
some of the very words He would speak in His dying hours. Even the year, the day, and the hour of His death
are foretold. Messianic prophecies also reveal that He would come to life again on the third day.

At the very beginning of Christ’s earthly ministry, as people compared His life with Old Testament prophecies,
what did they conclude?

“We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the

prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”
—John 1:45.

At His first public appearance, our Saviour appealed to prophecy to establish His identity. After quoting from
an Old Testament passage, He declared:

“Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
—Luke 4:21.

Shortly after His resurrection, in what words did Jesus again remind two of His followers about the fulfillment
of the prophecies that pointed forward to Him?

“He said to them, ‘How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe that all the
prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter
his glory?’” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them
what was said in all the [Old Testament] Scriptures concerning himself.”

—Luke 24:25-27.

Fulfilled prophecies give convincing evidence that Jesus is the promised Messiah.



Christ’s Life a Fulfillment of Prophecy

Let’s look at a few of these prophetic passages from the Old Testament—and their fulfiliment in the New
Testament record of Christ’s life.

His Place of Birth
The Old Testament Prophecy:

“But you, BETHLEHEM Ephrathah, . . . out of you shall come forth to Me the One to

be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting.”
—Micah 5:2, NKJV.

The New Testament Fulfillment:

“Jesus was born in BETHLEHEM in Judea.”
—Matthew 2:1.

His Virgin Birth
The Old Testament Prophecy:

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The VIRGIN will be with child and
will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel [God with us].*
—lsaiah 7:14.

The New Testament Fulfillment:

“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because
WHAT IS CONCEIVED IN HER IS FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT. She will give birth to a

son, and you are to give him the name Jesus [the LORD saves].”
—Matthew 1:20, 21.

His Lineage from the Tribe of Judah
The Old Testament Prophecy:

“THE SCEPTER WILL NOT DEPART FROM JUDAH, nor the ruler’s staff from

between his feet, until he comes to whom it belongs.”
—Genesis 49:10.

The New Testament Fulfillment:

“For it is clear that OUR LORD DESCENDED FROM JUDAH.”
—Hebrews 7:14.



His Rejection
The Old Testament Prophecy:

“He was despised and REJECTED by men.”
—Ilsaiah 53:3.

The New Testament Fulfillment:

“He came to that which was his own, but HIS OWN DID NOT RECEIVE HIM.”
—John 1:11.

His Betrayal

The Old Testament Prophecy:

“Even MY CLOSE FRIEND, whom I trusted, he who shared my bread, has lifted up
his heel against me.”
—Psalm 41:9.

The New Testament Fulfillment:

“Jesus answered, ‘It [the betrayer of Jesus; cf, verse 21] is the one to whom | will
give this piece of bread when | have dipped it in the dish.” Then, dipping the piece
of bread, he gave it to JUDAS ISCARIOT.”

—John 13:26.
The Fee Paid His Traitor
The Old Testament Prophecy:

“I told them, ‘If you think it best, give me my pay; but if not, keep it.” So they paid
me THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER.”
—Zechariah 11:12.

The New Testament Fulfillment:

“Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the chief priests
and asked, "What are you willing to give me if  hand him over to you?’ So they

counted out for him THIRTY SILVER COINS.”
—Matthew 26:14, 15.

His Death on a Cross

The Old Testament Prophecy:




“They have PIERCED MY HANDS and my feet.”
—Psalm 22:16.

The New Testament Fulfillment:

“When they came to the place called the Skull, there THEY CRUCIFIED him.”
—Luke 23:33.

Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53 contain a graphic depiction of the Messiah’s persecution and death at the hands of those
whom He came to save.

His Escape from the Tomb
The Old Testament Prophecy:

“Because YOU WILL NOT ABANDON ME TO THE GRAVE, nor will you let your Holy

One see decay.”
—Psalm 16:10.

The New Testament Fulfillment:

“Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that HE WAS
NOT ABANDONED TO THE GRAVE, nor did his body see decay. God has raised this

Jesus to life, and we are all withesses of the fact.”
—Acts 2:31, 32.

Christ’s life story is a continuous fulfillment of Bible prophecy. Peter Stoner, in the book Science Speaks,
examined these predictions in the light of probability theory. Of the 60 major Messianic prophecies he selected
just eight and calculated this: “The chance that any man might have lived down to the present time and fulfilled
all eight prophecies is 1 in 10 to the 17 power.” (That’s 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000.) The evidence is strong
that Jesus didn’t just happen to fit a few predictions. His biography was
indeed written beforehand by supernatural means. Truly, Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God.

One of the main reasons the disciples of Jesus, many of whom were at
first skeptical of His claims, came to believe so passionately was
because they saw Old Testament prophecies fulfilled in every detail of
His life. A disciple named Apollos, for example, “vigorously refuted
the Jews in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was
the Christ” (Acts 18:28).

The eyewitness testimony of Peter, John, and Luke compels us to take
seriously Christ’s claim to be God’s Son (2 Peter 1:16; John 20:30, 31;
Luke 1:1-4). After looking at the evidence, we need to make a prayerful
decision about who is going to be Lord in our lives. If you have not
already done so, will you place your life in Jesus’ hands?




A God-Planned Life

Jesus lived a God-planned life, one outlined hundreds of years before His birth. Always conscious of this fact,
He remained sensitive to God’s leading. Christ said:

“l do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me.... | always
do what pleases him.”
—John 8:28, 29.

Just as God planned the human life of Jesus before His birth, even so the heart and mind of God has a plan for
every human being. He knows how each of us can fulfill our deepest desires and find an abundant life.

Ray wasn’t always so sure He wanted to submit to God’s plan. He nursed fears in the back of his mind: “If God
is really in control of my life maybe I’ll end up in “‘darkest Africa.””

But when Ray faced a big decision about where to go to college, he decided for the first time in his life to seek
divine guidance on the subject. He prayed for several days and tried to listen for some answer. After a while he
seemed to get very clear reasons on why he should choose Option B: a less expensive, but huge and impersonal
university in Western Illinois. So Ray reluctantly registered. Soon after starting classes he got acquainted with
some wonderful Christians who belonged to Campus Crusade for Christ. His experience with them during the
next two years radically changed his life.

A few years later Ray faced another big decision: whether to remain in Japan a second year on a teaching
assignment or return to the States. He decided to ask for specific guidance again and God impressed Him with
some clear reasons why he should stay. At the beginning of this second year Ray received a totally unexpected
opportunity to produce evangelistic films. This had always been his big dream, his long-term goal, but now, it
seemed, God was making it happen—in the place he’d least expected.

When Ray looks back today, he notes that every time he has faced a major decision and sought divine guidance,
God “opened up a whole new area of my life.” Ray writes: “This kind of well-plotted-out existence makes you
want to exclaim, ‘Listen Lord, if there’s anything at all on your mind, PLEASE let me know.””

How can you know God’s plan for your life? God guides in several ways:



1. The Bible.

According to the psalmist, what is life’s Guidebook?

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.”
—Psalm 119:105.

What does Paul tell us we should learn from the life experiences of Bible characters?

“These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings
for us, on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come.”
—1 Corinthians 10:11.

God’s Word renews our minds and gives us insight (Romans 12:2, Psalms 119:99). Instead of just plopping
your finger down on a random text to catch some guidance, try to absorb the mind of God—Dby studying and
meditating on many texts, the whole of God’s Word. A regular time of prayerful study in Scripture is the best
way to get our priorities straight.

2. Providential circumstances.

God also guides us by divinely-directed circumstances. Psalm 23 pictures Him as the Good Shepherd. A
shepherd leads his sheep through lush valleys as well as through rocky ravines. He is capable of helping his
charges benefit from and learn from every experience. We have a Shepherd who sticks close by our side.
(Compare 1 Corinthians 16:8, 9.)

3. Direct communication of God to the heart.

God also guides us by speaking to our conscience. Paul affirmed that believers receive God’s guidance through
the ministry of the Holy Spirit. (1 Corinthians 2:10). He proclaimed to the believer that the Spirit can enlighten
the “eyes of your heart” (Ephesians 1:18). In a later DISCOVER guide on the subject of prayer we will find that
prayer enables us to talk directly with God. The more consistently we practice communicating with God, the
more He is able to guide us. He molds both our inner impressions and our reasoning and judgment so we can
see clearly the next step we need to take.



The Guides Must Harmonize

It’s possible, of course, to assume you are living a God-directed life when you are merely following your own
inclinations and impulses. The Bible cautions us about just such a trap:

“There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.”
—Proverbs 16:25.

Our feelings must harmonize with Bible teaching. In fact, it’s not safe to conclude that God is leading us unless
all three of the guides discussed above harmonize.

Take Jake, for example. He had a lovely wife and two children, but stumbled into an affair with another woman.
How was he to reconcile his behavior with the Bible’s strong words about adultery? He told his friends: I’ve
prayed about it and | feel it’s God’s will.”

Jake’s emotions and “inner impressions” clearly sent him down the wrong path. He imagined that it was
somehow “providential” that he’d met this other woman and didn’t step back to look at this relationship in the
light of biblical teaching. Bible commands against adultery, and counsel on how husbands should honor their
wives, could have shown Jake the devastating consequences of his affair and that he was mistaking biological
urges for divine impressions.

What is the final test for determining a right course of action?

“To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, they
have no light of dawn [no light in them, KJV].”
—Ilsaiah 8:20.

The Bible, “the law and the testimony,” is our final arbiter, our authoritative guidebook. We must never allow
any impression or apparently providential circumstance lead us away from a biblical principle.



Submitting to God’s Plan

When the devil came to tempt Jesus in the wilderness, he attacked Jesus on the issue of submission. Would the

Saviour try to fulfill His destiny by expediency, by using the world’s methods, or by submitting unconditionally

to the Father’s will? The devil suggested, “If you will only forego the painful sacrifices your Father has planned

for you, I’'ll give you the world in the palm of your hand—uwith fame, fortune, and a comfortable lifestyle.”

Satan even quoted Scripture in an attempt to lead Jesus astray. But each time Jesus fought him off with the
words, “It is written” (Matthew 4:1-11).

One powerful lesson we can learn from the life of Jesus is submission to
the Father’s will. Even amid the terrible agony of Gethsemane, He cried
out, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not
as I will, but as you will” (Matthew 26:39). After three years of His
Ministry, living day by day in harmony with the Father’s plan, Christ’s
dying words were: “It is finished” (John 19:30). Jesus was really saying,
“My God-planned life is now complete and fulfilled.”

As you begin to hear God’s voice speaking coherently through His
Word, providential circumstances, and direct impressions, you can learn
to accept His guidance wholeheartedly. You too can discover the joy of a
“well-plotted-out existence,” a God-guided life.

Dear Father: Thank You for sending Jesus to this world to defeat
Satan. Thank You Jesus for coming willingly to save me from my sins and show me life in all its
abundance. My heart is warmed and moved by such love. Father, | want You to guide my life just as
You guided Jesus'’ life. Please come in as Lord of my heart and mind. In Jesus name, Amen.
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Bridge To A Satisfying Life

They found his skeleton beside a makeshift shelter on a desolate island in the mid-Atlantic. The anonymous
seaman kept a journal which detailed his four-month ordeal. He’d been set ashore on Ascension Island by the
Dutch fleet in 1725 for some unmentioned crime. Soon he was reduced to drinking the blood of turtles just to
quench his raging thirst. The man's physical suffering was intense, but an even greater pain stands out in his
journal: his overwhelming guilt.

He penned tormented entries such as: "What pangs do wretched mortals feel who leave the paths of
righteousness, pleased to increase the numbers of the damned.” This seaman's greatest isolation on that lonely
island came from his sense of separation from God. That is what proved unbearable in the end.

Human beings have been struggling with that isolation of the heart ever since Adam and Eve "hid from the Lord
God among the trees of the garden™ after eating the forbidden fruit (Genesis 3:8). The strange new emotions of
shame, guilt, and fear compelled that first couple to run away when God came calling. Those feelings are
unfortunately quite familiar to us now.

What is it that causes a separation between us and God?

“Your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face
from you, so that he will not hear.”

—Isaiah 59:2. (Unless otherwise noted, all Scriptural texts in the DISCOVER guides are from the New International
Version of the Bible [NI1V].)

Sin throws up barriers; it separates us from God. But this great gulf that isolates sinful human beings from a
holy God is not His doing. God didn't run away from Adam and Eve—they ran away from Him.

Satisfying Our Hidden Hunger

Before sin spoiled the picture, Adam and Eve enjoyed intimacy with their Creator in a beautiful Garden of
Eden. Tragically, they bought into Satan's lie about becoming as wise as God and broke the bond of trust with
their Maker. Their sin resulted in alienation, an alienation which quickly extended to the first family, tearing it
apart (Genesis 3:15 to 4:8). Separation from God did indeed result in death, "for the wages of sin is death™
(Romans 6:23).

After being expelled from the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve found life a lot tougher on the outside.
Childbearing and tilling the soil now came with blood, sweat, and tears. But much harder to endure was the
emptiness of heart that began to plague them. Their intimate bond with God broken, they found themselves
vulnerable to all kinds of hidden longings, unsatisfied desires, painful yearnings. They were not unlike that
seaman abandoned on an island, surrounded by the greatest tragedy of all: the loneliness of sin.

What condition now exists for all humanity?

“Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin,
and in this way DEATH CAME TO ALL MEN, because ALL SINNED.”
—Romans 5:12.



Since Adam and Eve's first act of rebellion, "all," (the entire human race) have fallen into the same sin pattern
and are subject to death, sin's ultimate penalty.

Since we have lost our connection with God through sin, we all experience a great hunger of the heart for that
which we've lost, a longing for a kind of security which only God can give. We often try to satisfy that hunger
in temporary ways: a shop-till-you-drop binge at the mall, a mad race for promotion at the office, a cruise to the
Caribbean. Sometimes we try to simply drown out the hunger with alcohol, drugs, or promiscuity.

Our nameless yearnings and unfulfilled drives are basically symptoms of a loneliness for God. And there is no
cure except experiencing His love in our life.

What is the only way to satisfy the hunger of the human heart?

“You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your
presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.”
—Psalm 16:11.

Real satisfaction will only come when we get off the island, when that gap between us and God is bridged and
we're able to walk over into His presence.

Bridging the Chasm of Sin and Death

God's heart ached on the day Adam and Eve turned their backs on Him. And He still grieves over human
sorrows and tragedies. God is eager to satisfy our hidden longings and to heal our emotional wounds. He wasn't
content just to look sympathetically across the chasm of sin and death that separates us from Him. He decided to
build a bridge.

How did God Himself become a bridge across the chasm?

“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”
—1 Timothy 1:15.

Jesus put His body on the line, so to speak. He laid Himself down as a sacrifice for sin, paying the death penalty
Himself. And He made His life of perfect righteousness freely available to all who seek forgiveness at the cross.
The cross of Christ bridges the gap between our restless yearning and the peace and joy God can give. It
connects the land of sin and wasted living with the country of inexhaustible life.

Why was Jesus willing to come?

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son

into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.”
—John 3:16, 17.

By coming to our world, Jesus made the contrast between God's kingdom and Satan's kingdom dramatically
clear. His life, death, and resurrection made it possible to forgive and save sinners without trivializing sin, and
gave the universe a demonstration of the true character of both Christ and Satan. The bridge of Christ's broken,
bleeding body draws men and women back from the trap of sin. Love spans the chasm, enabling all who place
their faith in Christ as Saviour and Lord to walk over into eternal life.



Seven Essential Facts You Should Know About Jesus
These seven facts about Jesus are not true of any other man who has ever lived.

1. Jesus Came From Heaven to Earth

How is Jesus identified?

“And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince
of Peace.”
—Isaiah 9:6.

Though Jesus was born of a human mother (Matthew 1:22, 23), He is God—God in human flesh. How long did
Jesus claim to have existed?

“Before Abraham was born, | am!”
—John 8:58.

Jesus notified the world: "I am" the self-existing One, | have always existed and always will.

Dwight L. Moody, the Billy Graham of the 19th century, once said of the incarnation of Jesus, "It would have
been a great sacrifice for Jesus to come and be rocked in a silver cradle, be nursed by an angel, and be fed with
a golden spoon. But the Creator of heaven and earth came and took man's flesh, and was born in a stable of poor
parents in the worst possible environment."

Why did Jesus come to our world?

An angel told Joseph at the time of Jesus' birth:

“She [Mary] will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,
because HE WILL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS.”
—Matthew 1:21.

Jesus, the Creator of the universe (John 1:1-3, 14), was willing to come to our world to rescue us from sin and
death. His very name is a promise that enables weak human beings to find true happiness and eternal life.

2.Jesus Lived a Sinless Life

“Jesus the Son of God, . .. has been tempted in every way, just as we are — yet

was without sin.”
—Hebrews 4:14, 15.

Jesus lived a real, flesh-and-blood life of moral perfection. God did more than try to talk us out of a life of sin
and into a more satisfying one. He laid out His best argument in the life of Christ. By going through all the trials
of human existence, Christ made a life free from sin far more attractive than any sermon ever could.

Satan, Christ's great adversary, plotted throughout Jesus' earthly life to seduce Him into sin. When Christ fasted
in the Judean wilderness after His baptism and before He began His public ministry, the devil unleashed his



fiercest assault against the Messiah's integrity (Matthew 4:1-11). And during the long night in the Garden of
Gethsemane before Christ's crucifixion, the pressure of temptation reached such intensity that Jesus sweat great
drops of blood (Luke 22:44).

No one else has had to face such an intense and protracted demonic assault. But Christ stood firm against
everything the devil could throw at Him—"yet without sin." Jesus experienced the full range of human
problems and temptations. He understands our struggles and needs. He is able "to sympathize with our
weaknesses™ (Hebrews 4:15).

Why was it necessary for Jesus to live a sinless life?

“God made him [Christ] who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.”
—2 Corinthians 5:21.

We might paraphrase this passage, "God made Jesus, who was sinless, to be sin for us; and in place of our sinful
life Jesus gives us His sinless life, that we might be made sinless in Him." Jesus overcame temptation and lived
a sinless life with the express objective of passing it on to us in exchange for our old life of sin. That is how
sinners are justified—declared righteous before a holy God solely on the merits of Christ.

3. Jesus Died to Take Away Sin

How many people have sinned?

“For ALL have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
—Romans 3:23.

What is the penalty for sin?

“The wages of sin is DEATH, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.”
—Romans 6:23.

Why did Jesus die?

"Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die.
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, CHRIST DIED FOR US"
(Romans 5:7, 8).

"Look, the Lamb of God, who TAKES AWAY THE SIN of the world!" (John 1:29).

All of us have sinned and are subject to eternal death—the ultimate penalty for sin. But Jesus "became sin for
us" (2 Corinthians 5:21), He died in our place, thus paying the death penalty for us. His act in dying is a gift,
therefore "the GIFT of God is ETERNAL LIFE in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 6:23).

One day in the Nazi death camp of Auschwitz, the commandant announced that ten prisoners must die because
a man had just escaped. Ten names were read on the parade grounds. When the last one heard his name called,
he sobbed in agony: "My wife and my children!"



Suddenly an older prisoner pushed his way toward the front. It was Father Maximillian Kolbe, a saintly man
who managed to share the love of God even amid the horrors of Auschwitz. "Herr Kommandant," Kolbe said,
"please, sir, may | take his place?"

The dumbfounded SS officer ordered Kolbe to join the other nine on their way to Block 13. In its dark, fetid
basement they were to be starved to death. During the next several days, the men could hear prayers and songs
of praise coming from Kolbe's cell. Finally he was killed by injection with carbolic acid.

Father Kolbe had lived a life of heroic virtue in the most trying circumstances. But he was willing to lay it down
freely for a stranger in need. Love like that is almost beyond human comprehension. But Jesus laid down His
perfect, righteous life as a gift—for the most unworthy. Because of His death "we have PEACE with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Romans 5:1).

4. Jesus Arose from the Dead

Jesus' death on the cross wasn't the end of His remarkable story. He couldn't very well remain dead and be our
Saviour. He is still very much at work in our world.

“And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.
Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost.”
—1 Corinthians 15:17, 18.

Mohammed and Buddha have presented to the world some great philosophical truths. They have inspired the
lives of millions of people, but they have no supernatural power to give life since they still remain in their
graves.

Because Jesus rose from the tomb the third day after His death (Luke 23 and 24), what promise is He able to
make to us?

“l'am the Living One; | was dead, and behold | am alive for ever and ever! And |
HOLD THE KEYS OF DEATH and Hades.”
—Revelation 1:18.

Only Jesus has demonstrated, by coming out of the tomb, that He can overcome the grim specter of death. What
additional promise did the resurrected Christ make to us?

“Because | live, you also will live.”
—John 14:109.

Jesus is alive! The One who appeared after death and announced, "'l am the Living One,” can now offer us life
that is both abundant and eternal. He will live in our hearts if we invite Him in (Revelation 3:20).

Is the risen Christ present to meet our needs today?

“Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
—Matthew 28:20.

Men and women all over the world are sharing stories of how Christ has delivered them from the worst
addictions and the deepest emotional traumas. A chorus of testimonies point to the power of the risen Christ.



One of our former students wrote these words of gratitude on one of his answer sheets, "I was an alcoholic. One
day after leaving the bar, | saw a card in the gutter advertising your Bible course. I picked it up, filled it out, and
received my first true knowledge of Christ. Shortly after taking the Bible course, | offered my heart to God and
lost the taste for whiskey."

Jesus took possession of this man's life and gave him the ability to overcome addiction. A new power had
entered his life, one that proved stronger than his old compulsions. Because Christ is the risen Saviour, He can
save all who will come to Him for help.

5. Jesus Ascended to Heaven

Some time after His resurrection, Jesus returned to the Father:

“ After he [Jesus] said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid
him from their sight.”
—Acts 1:9.

Just before His ascension, what promise did Jesus make to His followers?

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father's
house are many rooms; if it were not so, | would have told you. | am going there TO
PREPARE A PLACE FOR YOU. And if I go and prepare a place for you, | will come

back and take you to be with me that you also may be where | am.”
—John 14:1-3.

6. Jesus Ministers as Heavenly Priest

Jesus constantly seeks to prepare you for a place in heaven. His whole purpose in coming, living, dying, rising
from the dead, and ascending is to make salvation available to people everywhere. The following words of
Scripture clearly portray His goals for us:

“Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by
his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—
and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.... For
this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might
become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make
atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself suffered when he was

tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.”
—Hebrews 2:14-18.

According to this scripture, Jesus came into our world on a rescue mission:

e To deliver people from the misery of enslavement to sin.
e To reconcile men to God by ministering as our merciful and faithful High Priest.
« To ultimately eradicate the cause of sin, suffering and death by destroying the Devil.

Jesus as our priest, our Mediator, continually appears in the Father's presence on our behalf. The same Jesus
who blessed the children, rehabilitated the woman caught in adultery, and forgave the dying thief is working in
heaven right now to minister to our needs. "He is able to help those who are being tempted."



7. Jesus Will Return
Before returning to heaven, what promise did Jesus make?

“If  go and prepare a place for you, | WILL COME BACK and take you to be with me

that you also may be where | am.”
—John 14:3.

When Jesus returns, He will deliver us once-and-for-all from the sin, sickness, tragedy and death that plague
this planet. He will welcome us into a new world of eternal happiness and eternal life—in the presence of God.
DISCOVER guides 7 to 10 will explore what will happen when Jesus comes back.

JESUS...

CAME as God in human flesh.

LIVED a sinless life in our place.

DIED for our sins.

AROSE to deliver us from death.

ASCENDED to prepare a home for us in heaven.
MINISTERS each day as our high priest.

IS COMING SOON to take us to be with Him forever.

Unfailing Love

The story is told of an arranged marriage in Taiwan between U Long and a young woman named “Golden
Flower.” When U Long lifted the veil from his bride after the ceremony, he was shocked and disgusted. The
woman’s face had been scarred by smallpox.

After that, U Long had as little to do with his wife as possible. She tried her best to make him happy; she
worked hard at home, hoping her husband would eventually accept her. But he remained coldly indifferent to all
her expressions of affection.

Golden Flower lived almost like a widow. After twelve years of this sham marriage, U Long began to lose
vision in both eyes. A doctor told him he would go completely blind if he didn’t have a cornea transplant. But
the operation was expensive and there was a long waiting list. Golden Flower began to work long hours in the
evening making straw hats for extra money. One day, U Long was informed that someone’s cornea had been
made available after an accident. He rushed to the hospital to have the operation.

After he had recovered, he grudgingly decided to see his wife so he could thank her for raising the money.
When he turned her bowed head so she could look at him, U Long gasped. She stared at him with sightless,
blank eyes, the cornea gone. Overcome with emotion, he sank at her feet and sobbed. And then for the first time
in their marriage he whispered her name: Golden Flower.

Jesus longs for a relationship with those who’ve been indifferent to Him for so long. He longs for us to finally
whisper His name as our Saviour. He was willing to sacrifice not only His eyes but His whole body in order to
demonstrate His unfailing love. His love is so powerful that Christ “came into the world to save sinners” (1
Timothy 1:15).

Christ’s great sacrifice has created a bridge that spans our indifference, that covers our alienation. Have you
personally discovered that He wants to draw you over the chasm and into His arms. Will you respond and pray,



“Jesus, | love You. Thank You for Your incredible sacrifice. Come into my heart and save me now—
save me wholly, save me completely, save me eternally”?
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A Second Chance At Life

Letters like this, from one of our students, can really make your day:

You've done the most fantastic job with people I would have written off as faithless losers (including myself).
You helped one friend find the way out of drugs; you helped another friend find her way out of her seemingly
useless existence (she was a self-made atheist and proud of it).Although | wasn't an atheist, | didn't know how to
communicate with God, and | would have never guessed that it was through Jesus Christ. But I've found Him,
and I've never been so happy in all of my life. Thank you.

These young people have found the only way to a second chance at life—Jesus! They've made the all-important
discovery that, while it is a terrible experience to be lost, it is a fantastic experience to find salvation! What is
the only solution for someone trapped in sin?

“l am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of
everyone who believes.”

—Romans 1:16. (Unless otherwise noted, all Scriptural texts in the DISCOVER guides are from the New International
Version of the Bible [NIV].)

The gospel is a saving power to sinful individuals who believe fully in Jesus and accept Him into their lives.

The young people in the above letter accepted Christ by placing their trust in Him and giving Him their
allegiance. The power of God, the power of the gospel, transformed their lives, and they now enjoy an ever-
growing friendship with Jesus.

What It Means to Be Lost

Just as there are two kinds of life—spiritual life and physical life—so there are two kinds of death—spiritual
death and physical death. It's possible for a person to be physically alive—walking around town, doing
business, having what some call a good time—and still be dead—that is, spiritually dead.

“As for you, YOU WERE DEAD IN YOUR TRANSGRESSIONS AND SINS, in which
you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the

kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.”
—Ephesians 2:1, 2.

Satan leads a spiritually dead person down a descending spiral of sin and disobedience. But the wonderful truth
of the gospel is that God loves such doomed people. He loves them while they are falling away from Him, dead
in sins, and offers them a full and free deliverance from their predicament.

“But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, MADE US ALIVE
WITH CHRIST EVEN WHEN WE WERE DEAD IN TRANSGRESSIONS . . . [to] show
the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ
Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from

yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.”
—Ephesians 2:4, 5, 7-9.



God loved us when we had nothing lovable about us. His grace created in us a spiritual resurrection to a new
life in Christ. We can't change ourselves, but God can. He gives us a second chance at life.

From What Do We Need to Be Saved?

In order to grasp the salvation Christ offers, it's important to clearly understand our need.
1. We need to be saved from sin.

How many have sinned?

“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
—Romans 3:23.

To put it bluntly: we don't live up to what we know is right. A parent under stress may blow up and wound a
child emotionally. A commuter may become incensed at another driver and almost cause an accident. A student
may grow resentful and whisper unkind things about her rival. A businessman may plan to "forget™ about a
certain source of income at tax time. "All have sinned;" that's the human condition.

How does the Bible define sin?

“All wrongdoing is sin.”
—1 John 5:17.

We need to be rescued from all kinds of unhealthy habits and compulsions: lying, abusive anger, lust, and

bitterness to name a few. The Bible defines wrongdoing as breaking God's moral law that He summarized in the
Ten Commandments found in Exodus 20.

“Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.”
—1 John 3:4.

So we need to be saved from sin—wrongdoing, violating God's commandments.
2. We need to be saved from a broken relationship with God.

“Surely the arm of the LORD is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear.

But your iniquities have separated you from your God.”
—lsaiah 59:1, 2.

Unforgiven sin cuts off our relationship with God, the Lifegiver. There can be no love relationship without faith
or trust in God. That is why Jesus spoke of sin as unbelief (see John 16:9). Christ came to restore trust in God,
which Satan had undermined.

3. We need to be saved from eternal death, the penalty for sin.

“Sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way

death came to all men, because all sinned.”
—Romans 5:12.

The Bible here has in view eternal death, a death from which a person cannot be resurrected.



4. We need to be saved from a sinful, unhappy life.
For the sinner, life is a dead-end street because a life of sin leaves an empty, aching void in his or her existence.
5. We need to be saved from a sinful world.

We must be rescued from a world full of sin and its results—misery, heartache, loneliness, war, sickness, evil,
and death!



Who Can Save Us?

1. Jesus can deliver us from sin.

“You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their

sins.”
—Matthew 1:21.

A Hindu told a Christian friend, “I find many things in Hinduism not found in Christianity, but there is one
thing Christianity has that Hinduism does not have—a Saviour.” Christianity is the only world religion that
offers people a Saviour.

2. Jesus can save us from our broken relationship with God.

One of the metaphors God uses to describe a Christian’s relationship to Him is that of marriage. To those who’d
recently become Christians at Corinth, Paul wrote:

“l promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that | might present you as a pure
virgin to him.”
—2 Corinthians 11:2.

To another church he wrote:

“You were separate from Christ . . . without hope and without God in the world. But
now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through
the blood of Christ.”

—Ephesians 2:12, 13.

A person who comes to Christ experiences the same joy that a couple experiences during courtship and
marriage. When he or she commits his or her life to Christ, a relationship begins, followed by a lifetime of
bonding with Jesus.

Jesus is the perfect partner in marriage; He loves to bring out the best in us. “Through the blood of Christ” our
past life of sin is forgiven, and day-by-day He gives us His acceptance, His power over sin, His perfect life. Our
love for Him in turn produces a desire to live in a way that pleases Him. We know that He'll be there to pick us
up every time we fall.

3. Jesus can save us from eternal death, the penalty for sin.

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.”
—Romans 6:23.

We are spiritual lawbreakers sentenced to die. The penalty for our sins is eternal death. But Jesus can save us
from eternal death and give us eternal life. How and why?



“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,

Christ died for us.”
—Romans 5:8.

Because of His unfailing love, Jesus “died for us.” By accepting death in our place, He provided a pardon for
each of us. He experienced the horrors of complete separation from God, so we wouldn't have to. Because He
died for us and suffered the full results of sin, God can now forgive and accept sinners without trivializing sin.

4. Jesus can save us from a sinful, unhappy life.

God not only provides forgiveness for our sins, but also healing and restoration. God promises to save us from
sin, not in our sins.

“For if aman is in Christ he becomes a new person altogether—the past is finished

and gone, everything has become fresh and new.”

—2 Corinthians 5:17 (The New Testament In Modern English, J. B. Phillips translation, Copyright © 1958 by J. B.
Phillips, The Macmillan Company, New York, 1958).

We can't save ourselves from sin or change our nature on our own any more than a lion can decide to become a
lamb (Romans 7:18). Sin is simply stronger than our willpower. But Christ is able to "strengthen you with
power through his Spirit in your inner being” (Ephesians 3:16). He works to replace our destructive habits with
His healthy qualities: love, peace, joy, kindness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22, 23). Christ lives His life
through us. He loves to take on the most hopeless cases.

Harold Hughes had given up hope of ever changing. He'd tried desperately to stop drinking many times. He
knew only too well that his battle with the bottle had put his wife and two daughters through ten years of hell.
And so he stepped into his bathtub one cold morning and pointed a shotgun muzzle into his mouth. Before
pulling the trigger, he decided he'd better explain things to God. That prayer turned into a long, sobbing appeal
for help.

And God came through. Harold Hughes made a commitment to Christ and found the spiritual strength to
persevere. He quit drinking for good, became a loving, dependable husband and father, and went on to earn a
seat in the U.S. Senate.

Tex Watson was so numbed by drugs and decadent living that he didn't know he needed to change. After
join