
 

BIBLE GUIDES FOR KIDS 
1. The Biggest Sand Castle EVER 

 
2. A Paradise for Pigs 

 
3. He Did It for LOVE 

 
4. A Miracle You Don't Deserve 

 
5. New from the Inside OUT 

 
6. Ever Been Tempted? 

 
7. Fill 'er Up 

 
8. Living to the Limit Lawfully 

 
9. How to Run a Million Miles 

 
10. The Aroma of LOVE 

 
11. A Day to Hang Out with Your Friend 

 
12. GRAVE Talk 

 
13. Here I Come! 
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Ron’s family was celebrating the Fourth of July by camping on the Oregon coast. They were delighted that 

Tanya, a friend from Russia, could join them. 

    It was a perfect day. The sand was warm and clean. The waves were as white as polished teeth. The sky 

looked as if God had spilled a giant bucket of deep blue paint. They felt as though they had fallen into a 

postcard. 

    Then they had this wild idea—to create the biggest sand castle the beach had ever seen. 

    “How would we begin with your biggest-sand castle idea?” Tanya asked. 

    “Watch this.” Ron marked a huge circle in the sand with his toe. Then he moved out five feet and made a 

second, even bigger, circle. “Here’s the deal,” he announced. “Let’s dig all the sand from between the circles 

and throw it into the center. Then we’ll use it to build a giant castle.” 

    Tanya grinned. “We could never finish it. It’s too big.” 

    “We won’t do it alone.” 

    “Who will help us?” 

    “I don’t know. Surely somebody will.” 

    No sooner had they started digging than a couple walking by noticed their circles. “What are you doing?” 

they wanted to know. The expression on their faces said, “Tell me you’re kidding!” 

   “We’re building the biggest sand castle this beach has ever seen.” 

   “Cool! Can we help?” 

   “Sure!” 

   Soon someone else stopped to help, and before long whole families joined the fun. Over and over they gave 

the invitation to those passing by, “Hey, you guys! 

Get over here! We’re making the biggest sand castle this beach has ever seen!” Ron’s job quickly changed 

from worker to construction foreman. 

    A man walked up to where they were working, folded his arms, and watched. He had muscles like a 

bricklayer’s; his butch haircut looked like a welcome mat. “You all need some tools,” he announced, “like a 

shovel.” 

    “Can you bring us one?” 

    He returned a few moments later with a driftwood log. 

    “I couldn’t find a shovel, but how about this?” He thrust it down repeatedly, breaking up the sand and 

making it easy to scoop up and move. 

    At one point thirty-five people swarmed around the castle like ants repairing their hill. In three hours the 



mission was accomplished. They all felt proud. Tanya’s smile was so big she could have eaten a banana 

sideways. 

After all, she was part of the crew that had built the biggest sand castle that beach had ever seen! 

 

 
 
Imagine the blast God must have had creating the world! That’s right; God made everything around you that 
you see. When you swim in your favorite lake—God made it. When you camp out in the woods with your 
friends—God made the woods. When you look up into the sky and see the billions of stars—God made them. 
When you hug your dog or cat—God made them just for you. God also made you! 
 

Turn to the very beginning of your Bible. It will say “Genesis” at the top. Read the first verse of chapter one. 

Then write down in your own words what God did in the beginning.  

1. Fill in the blank with the correct word. “In the beginning God ________ the heavens and the earth.”  

Look at creation, and you will see signs of God’s love. That’s because God made it all for you and me. When He 

created the world, it was perfect. There was no litter, no sick pets, no death. No one was sad, and there were 

no problems. (You may be wondering, “What has happened to that perfect world?” Don’t worry— you’ll learn 

in a future guide who messed it up and what God did about it.) 

You did not come from a monkey or an accidental big bang in the universe. You came from the hand of God. 

He created you because He loves you and wants to be your Friend and spend time with you. 

    Check out the rest of the story in Genesis 1. Write down what God created on each day. Be creative and list 

something unique if there is more than one possibility. For 

example, rather than writing that God created “plants” on the 

third day, say He created a “watermelon.” 

2. Match each item with the day God created it, based on 
the types of things created on each day. 
    a. a day of rest 
    b. sky 
    c. people  
    d. stars 
    e. watermelon 
    f. robin 
    g. light 

    Answer:   Example: a,b,c,.. 



 

 

 

In the creation story God refers to Himself by using the word “Our.” “Let Us make man in Our image, 

according to Our likeness” (Genesis 1:26). This is because God is really three persons—all called God—just like 

a family may have several members with the same last name. God the Father, God the Son (Jesus), and God 

the Holy Spirit are called the 

Trinity. We will learn more about this later. But we’ll discover how Jesus is in the center of the creation story. 

 

3. Read (John 1:1-3.) In these verses Jesus is called “the Word.” 
True or False: Jesus did not have anything to do with creating the world.  

 True 

 False 
 
 
In the beginning, Jesus made the world, and He showed control over all creation when He lived on the earth. 
One night Jesus and His friends were caught in a huge storm as they sailed across a lake. Jesus’ friends 
watched in amazement as Jesus calmed the storm. “The men marveled, saying, ‘Who can this be, that even 
the winds and the sea obey Him?’ ” (Matthew 8:27). The Creator still reigns over all creation. And this Creator 
wants to be friends with the people He created. 

As you read in Genesis 1:26, God created us in His image. 

That means He made us to be like Him in many ways. 

That’s why we can be His friends and care about Him. But 

even better is the fact that He cares about us. In Malachi 

2:10 we read, “Have we not all one Father? Has not one 

God created us?” In the Bible God calls Himself our 

Father.  

   While some dads are terrific, other dads don’t treat 

their kids very well. Some kids don’t even see their dads 

very often. 

But God is not like that. The Bible says that “God is love” 
(1 John 4:8). 
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He wants to spend time with you. If He were on this earth, He would play catch and go shopping with you. He 

wants to be your best Friend. He loves you no matter who you are or how bad you seem to be or how good 

you think you are.  

   In the next few lessons we’ll learn much more about God’s amazing love. It’s the greatest love in the 

universe! 

 

 

 

Here’s a simple prayer you can pray to your Creator:  Dear God, Thank You for creating the world and creating 

me. Thank You for being my Friend. Please watch over me, my family, and my friends. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 



 

KidZone - Response Sheet 1 

The Biggest Sand Castle EVER 

1. God created the world in six days and rested on the seventh day. 

    True 

    False 

2. The Bible says that humans developed from monkeys. 

    True 

    False 

3. When God created the world, it was perfect -- no sickness, death, or sadness. 

    True 

    False 

4. God created the animals on the third day of Creation Week. 

    True 

    False 

5. The Bible says that God is love. 

    True 

    False 

6. God created human beings: 

    so He wouldn't have to take care of the animals. 

    on the sixth day of Creation Week. 

7. Genesis 1:1 says that "in the beginning": 

    God got the angels together to create the earth. 

    God created the heavens and the earth. 

8. Because God is love: 

    He loves you no matter how bad or good you think you are. 

    He does not care about how you treat your friends. 



 

KidZone - Response Sheet 1 - Answers 

The Biggest Sand Castle EVER 

  

1. True  

2. False 

3. True  

4. False 

5. True 

6. God created human beings: on the sixth day of Creation Week. 

7. Genesis 1:1 says that 'in the beginning':  God created the heavens and the earth. 

8. Because God is love:  He loves you no matter how bad or good you think you are. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately, the pigs didn’t live up to their “perfect pet” reputation. 

The pigs could balloon to ten pounds and often became aggressive. Suddenly scores of people began asking, 

“What do I do with an unwanted pig?”  

Then some people discovered a solution. They could give their pig to Dale Riffle. 

Dale had been one of the first to jump on the potbellied-pig bandwagon. He owned an animal named Rufus. 

But like so many of these pigs, Rufus had soon become a nuisance, refusing to use his litter box and 

developing a craving for carpet, wallpaper, and drywall. 

But Dale loved Rufus too much to get rid of him. So he sold his suburban home and bought a five-acre farm in 

West Virginia to accommodate Rufus. Before long dozens of people had unloaded their pet pigs on the farm, 

and Dale found himself living in hog heaven. 

 

According to U.S. News & World Report, Rufus has been joined by 180 other pigs that snooze on beds of pine 

shavings, soak in plastic swimming pools, and listen to piped-in classical music. 

Dale told a reporter, “I think we’re all put on earth for some reason, and I guess pigs are my lot in life.” 

It’s hard to imagine how anybody could be so in love with pigs. But even more amazing is how God could be so 

in love with us! 

As we learned in Lesson 1, in the beginning God created a perfect world. There was no pain, death, or sin. It 

sure isn’t like that today! Let’s face it: we don’t follow God’s original plan for our world or our lives. Some lie, 

cheat, steal, and say mean things to people. We do lots of other things we are not supposed to do. We have 

rebelled.  

 



 

How did this rebellion against God get started? Let’s figure out what happened. 

1. Turn to Genesis at the beginning of your Bible and answer 
     the following questions: 
     a. At creation, where did God make a garden?  
     (Genesis 2:8): 

        
     b. Whom did He put in the garden? (Genesis 2:8): 

          
     c. What was the name of the first man? (Genesis 2:19): 

          
     d. What was the name of the first woman? (Genesis 3:20): 

          
 

 

God loved Adam and Eve. They were His friends, and He 

was their Friend. He talked to His friends face to face. To 

give Adam and Eve a chance to show their love by obeying 

Him, God placed a tree in the garden. This was not an ordi- 

nary tree. It had special meaning. It was called “the tree of 

the knowledge of good and evil” (Genesis 2:17). Picture 

Adam and Eve walking through the garden. Suddenly they 

come upon this special tree. It is loaded with delicious 

looking fruit. As they admire the tree, God comes along 

and tells them about it.  

 

2. Read Genesis 2:17 and check the true statements about what God told them.  

 Don't eat fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  

 This tree is the most beautiful one in the garden. 

 If you eat this fruit, you will die. 

 

Unfortunately, Adam and Eve went ahead and ate the fruit anyway. That’s called sin—disobeying God. 

Because of their wrong choice, death and all the other bad effects of sin got started in our world. 

    But sin really began even before the Garden of Eden. The problem started in outer space. 
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Climb into a time machine. Strap yourself into the seat, put on your headphones, and prepare for travel. Reach 

down and push the button marked “GO.” You’re off and racing through space at 186,000 miles per second! 

    Suddenly, your time machine stops. You’re looking at heaven thousands of years ago, long before God 

created Adam and Eve. In heaven, where God and the angels live, everything is perfect. 

    All the angels were happy except Lucifer, the head angel. He wanted to be as powerful as God, so he 

rebelled. Rebellion against God is called sin. Because he sinned, Lucifer (now called Satan or the Devil) was 

thrown out of heaven (see Isaiah 14:12). 

    God has never forced anyone to love Him or obey Him. He still doesn’t. It is your choice. The angels in 

heaven had a choice too. 

 Read more of the details in Revelation 12:7-9. “And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought 

against the dragon [another name for Satan]; and the dragon and his angels fought, but they did not prevail 

[win], nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. So the great dragon 

was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the 

earth, and his angels were cast out with him.”  

    Wow! What a war that must have been! Now, return to “real time” to get the rest of the story. Push the 

“RETURN” button, and off you go! 

 

In the Garden of Eden, Satan, appearing as a snake, talked Adam and Eve into eating the fruit. 

3. Read Genesis 3:4, 5 and check the lies that the serpent 
    (Satan) used to get Eve to disobey God. 

     You will not die. 

     The fruit tastes really good. 

     You will be like God. 
 
Satan tries to trick us, too, into following him and not God. He tries to make sin look fun. But falling for Satan’s 

tricks always brings bad results—pain and death. 

    Fortunately, God gave Adam and Eve a promise full of hope. Look at what God said to the snake in Genesis 

3:15: “And I will put enmity *hatred+ between you and the woman, and between your seed *children+ and her 

Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.” 

In other words, there is a war going on between the snake (Satan) and Eve’s children (all people—namely, you 

and me!) Fortunately for us, God assures us that one of Eve’s children (many generations later) would destroy 
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Satan and end all the sin and problems in this world. This verse is talking about Jesus, who would come to live 

on earth as a man. He would die on the cross for our sins and put an end to evil. 

    Jesus came to this earth because He wants you and me to live with Him forever in a perfect place where no 

one will ever die. 

4.  According to Romans 6:23, Jesus made a way for us to escape the bad results of sin. What is the gift God 
gives us? 

 healing from sickness. 

 happiness and peace. 

 eternal life. 
 

Jesus died to rescue the very people who have sinned and rebelled against Him. To do so makes about as 

much sense as Dale Riffle building an air-conditioned palace for misbehaving pigs! Yet the Bible assures us that 

God loves us so much, in spite of our rebellion, that He sent His Son to save us. “For God so loved the world 

that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” 

(John 3:16). 

    While the good news of Jesus Christ may seem farfetched to some, it is true. That’s what we’re discovering 

together in these Bible guides. So keep studying, and we’ll explore news that’s so good you’ll feel better than a 

pampered pig in Dale’s pig palace! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write your name in the blank if you want to pray this prayer: 

Dear God, thank You for explaining to me why bad things happen in this world. Thank You that You plan on 

making life better for us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

Your friend, __________________. 
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KidZone - Response Sheet 2 

A Paradise for Pigs 

 

1. God placed a special tree in the Garden of Eden called the "tree of the knowledge of good and evil." 

    True 

    False 

2. The sin problem began in heaven with an angel named Lucifer. 

    True 

    False 

3. God never forces anyone to love or obey Him. 

    True 

    False 

4. Jesus died to rescue all of us from sin. 

    True 

    False 

5. Adam and Eve were not to eat the fruit of the Tree of Life because it would make them sick. 

    True 

    False 

6. Adam and Eve sinned by: 

    eating fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil even 
         though God had told them not to. 

    trying to get the angels to eat the fruit as well. 

7. When Lucifer rebelled against God in heaven: 

    he rebelled because he wanted to be as great as God Himself. 

    Lucifer and the angels who followed him were not thrown out of 
         heaven. 

8. After Adam and Eve sinned, God told them that He: 

    would forgive them and provide a Savior. 

    did not love them anymore because they had disobeyed. 



 

KidZone - Response Sheet 2 - Answers 

A Paradise for Pigs 

 

 

1. True 

2. True  

3. True  

4. True   

5. False. 

6. Adam and Eve sinned by: eating fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil even though God had told them 
not to. 

7. When Lucifer rebelled against God in heaven: he rebelled because he wanted to be as great as God Himself. 

8. After Adam and Eve sinned, God told them that He: would forgive them and provide a Savior.  



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Todd squinted at the alarm clock. Six o’clock. “Ugggggghhhh,” he moaned, “it’s way too early.” But since the 

tree was bulging with presents he figured it was worth dragging himself out of bed—even if it was still dark 

outside. 

   As Todd lumbered down the stairs, he glanced out the window. “Hey look out by the barn!” 

    “What is it—Santa Claus?” Shari smirked. 

    “No . . . it’s that stray cat again.” 

    Todd and Shari joined their mom at the kitchen sink as they peered out the window. The scrawny cat lay 

shivering under the hay truck. Todd fetched another can of cat food. When he opened the sliding glass door, 

the cat bolted into the bushes. Todd set the food on the porch and then joined the family at the breakfast 

table. “Well, at least the cat ate what we put out there last night. Maybe someday that goofy cat will figure 

out that we’re only trying to help her stay alive.” 

    “Too bad we don’t speak cat talk,” Shari mused. 

    “Huh?” Todd was confused. 

    “If we knew how to talk the cat’s language we could explain that we’re her friends,” Shari said. “But since 

she can’t understand what we say, she doesn’t know that we’re her friends and not her enemies.” 

    “Good point,” Mom said as she opened the family Bible. She turned to Luke 2 to read the Christmas story— 

just as she did every year before opening presents. “You know, God faces a similar problem when He tries to 

tell people how much He loves them. Adam and Eve knew God as their Friend, but after they sinned, that 

friendship was broken. People started blaming God for all the bad stuff that happened. They saw God as their 

enemy rather than a friend. So God became one of us in order to communicate how much He loves us.” 

   “That’s why Jesus came as a baby in a manger, isn’t it?” Shari said. “He wanted to be able to talk to us in our 

own language.” 

   “Yes, that’s exactly why Jesus, the Son of God, came here and was born in Bethlehem,” Mom replied. 

The Christmas story is a familiar one. Mary and Joseph 

traveled to Bethlehem, where Jesus was born. They laid Him in 

a manger because there was no room in the inn. Angels told 

shepherds where to find the Baby. Later wise men followed a 

star to worship Him. 

 



1. Read Matthew 1:21 and fill in the blank: Jesus was born to save people from their _________. 

 sins 

 enemies 

 problems 
 

 As we learned in Lesson 2, when Adam and Eve sinned, 

the result was death. In fact, every person on earth is doomed to die forever, because we have all sinned. 

Because God loves us so much, He did not want that to happen. So God the Father, God the Son (Jesus), and 

God the Holy Spirit agreed upon a plan. It called for Jesus to leave heaven and be born as a human baby on 

this earth. 
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Jesus came to show us what God is like. He is our example of how to live. Jesus shows us what it means to 

follow God. 

 
2. Read John 14:9 and then answer this question. 
True or False: Jesus and God the Father are a lot alike. 

 True 

 False  
 

When Jesus lived on this earth, He was perfect in every way. Because He never sinned, He could take the 

punishment—death—that we deserve. That’s how much God loves you and me. 

 

God’s plan called for Jesus not only to live on this earth, but also to die here. The prophet Isaiah foretold Jesus’ 

terrible death on the cross many years before it happened. “But because of our sins he *Jesus+ was wounded, 

beaten because of the evil we did. We are healed by the punishment he suffered” (Isaiah 53:5, TEV). 

   Jesus willingly died on a cross in our place. His back was torn from a brutal beating. His hands and feet were 

nailed to a cross. He was forced to wear a crown made of thorns. He was buried in a borrowed grave. This is 

what sin did to our Savior, Jesus—and what it should have done to us. Aren’t you thankful that He took the 

punishment that we deserve? 

   It’s hard to imagine how horrible Jesus’ death was. But the story doesn’t end there. Just a few days later God 

brought Jesus back to life. Today the Easter holiday celebrates this joyful event. 

   Because Jesus died for you and me, we can find forgiveness rather than death whenever we mess up. That’s 

why we don’t have to worry about our sins—because Jesus pardons those who have asked to be forgiven. 

Through Jesus we not only have forgiveness but we can live free from a burden of sin. We can live with peace 

and security in our relationship with Jesus. 

   If you read the newspaper or watch television news you know about war. A recent newspaper article shared 

Brian’s story. Brian’s story helps us to understand Jesus’ sacrifice and love for each of us. 

Brian is a soldier. He became a soldier to protect freedom and to provide freedom to others. He risks his life so 

others can live without oppression. While fighting in a war a roadside bomb blew up under the Humvee in 

which he was riding. His world changed instantly. The driver of the Humvee was killed and Brian was badly 

hurt. 

   Brian was taken by helicopter to a hospital where he was treated for a broken jaw, a broken arm and many 

other injuries. 

   Brian says his injuries may keep him from throwing a football again or playing second base as he did in high 

school. But he hopes that he can. Brian thinks that maybe he will learn to play golf. He wants to be able to live 

his life as normal as he once did. 
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   As a soldier, Brian was hurt trying to help others have peace and freedom. His body will always have the 

scars to remind him and others of his sacrifice. 

When Jesus was nailed to the cross he also suffered so we can have freedom from our sins. Jesus will always 

have the scars. His scars are a reminder for us of Jesus’ love and care for us. 

   When we are tempted to do wrong, remember the scars from the nails in Jesus’ hands. When Jesus was 

nailed to the cross those scars were a bleeding sore. The beautiful news is that you can live forever with Jesus 

because of His sacrifice for you. 

   These ugly sores, reminders of Jesus’ death, bring beautiful news. You see, one day God will decide whether 

each person will suffer the punishment for sin—death—or will live forever with Him in heaven. 

 

3. According to Acts 16:31, what do we need to do to escape the punishment? 

 Live a good life 

 Give money to the poor 

 Believe in Jesus 
 

 

 

A writer named Brennan Manning tells the heartwarming story of seven-year-old Richard Ballenger in 

Anderson, South Carolina. It was the day before Christmas. Richie’s mother was busily wrapping some 

packages and asked her young son if he would please shine her shoes. Soon Richie was finished, and with a 

proud smile he handed his mother the shoes. They looked like they had been dipped in a bucket of shellac. His 

mother was so pleased she handed him a quarter. 

   On Christmas morning, as Mom put on the shoes to go to church, she felt a strange lump in one shoe. 

Taking it off, she shook the shoe—and out dropped a quarter wrapped in a small piece of paper. On the paper, 

in Richie’s childish scrawl, were the words: “I did it for love.” 

   That’s the reason Jesus was born as a baby on this earth and died on a cross. In the manger we unwrap the 

very first Christmas gift of all, and we can imagine wrinkled wrapping 

paper with the handwriting of God: “I did it for love.” As Jesus hangs on the cross, He exclaims throughout the 

universe: “I did it for love.” 

   Christians don’t have to fear the punishment for sin. Jesus’ 

love has paid the penalty! 

javascript:newWindow('acts1631.htm')


 

Pray this prayer to tell Jesus that you believe in Him: 

   Dear God, I am a sinner. No matter how good I try to be, I’ll never be good enough on my own to make it to 

heaven. I believe You can forgive me for all my sins because You came as a baby and lived on this earth, and 

then died on a cross for me. Thank You for living and dying for me. I accept Your gift of eternal life. In Jesus’ 

name, Amen. 



 

KidZone - Response Sheet 3 

He Did It for LOVE 

 

1. When Jesus lived here on earth, He never sinned." 

    True 

    False 

2. When God sent His Son, Jesus, to earth, He did not intend for Him to die on the cross. 

    True 

    False 

3. Jesus died on the cross because of His own sins. 

    True 

    False 

4. Because Jesus died in our place we can be forgiven for our sins instead of having to die for them as we deserve. 

    True 

    False 

5. To escape the punishment for sin, we have to do lots of good deeds to earn God's love. 

    True 

    False 

6. When Adam and Eve sinned: 

    they died immediately. 

    God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit agreed on 
         a plan to save human beings from the penalty of sin (death). 

7. When Jesus lived on earth, He: 

    showed us what God is like. 

    tried to avoid dying on the cross. 

8. By dying on the cross, Jesus: 

    took the punishment for sin that we deserve. 

    is not able to forgive everyone who accepts Him as Savior and 
         asks for forgiveness. 



 

KidZone - Response Sheet 3 - Answers 

He Did It for LOVE 

  

1. True   

2. False   

3. False  

4. True 

5. False 

6. When Adam and Eve sinned: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit agreed on a plan to save human 
beings from the penalty of sin (death). 

7. When Jesus lived on earth, He: showed us what God is like.   

8. By dying on the cross, Jesus: took the punishment for sin that we deserve.   



 



 

 

Velma never denied her guilt, but instead told a story of childhood abuse and a drug-filled life. After her trial 

she landed in prison on death row. 

    One night a guard was listening to a gospel radio station. Down the hall, desperate and alone in her cell, 

Velma overheard the words of the evangelist on the radio. She wondered, Can someone as bad as I am really 

go to heaven someday? How could I ever be saved? Then a miracle happened. 

    That night Velma chose to believe in Jesus as her Savior. She wrote, “I had been in and out of churches all 

my life, and I could explain all about God. But I had never understood that Jesus had died for me.” 

    For the next six years Velma told all her cellmates about her Friend Jesus. As the story of her remarkable 

change became known, Velma’s cell on death row became a pulpit for God. 

    Before her sentence was carried out, Velma wrote to a friend: “. . . I know the Lord will give me dying grace, 

just as He gave me saving grace, and has given me living grace.” 

Pastor Hugh Hoyle said, “Velma is a living demonstration of the text, ‘By the grace of God you shall be saved.’ ” 

 

It’s easy to think, I’ve never done anything as bad as Velma did. Here’s the problem: Whether you’re talking 

about a murderer, a thief, or the nicest person you can imagine, the Bible says we all have sinned and deserve 

to be punished. We all have made choices that condemn us. 

1. Look up Romans 6:23 and complete the sentence: 
     “The wages of sin is _______?” 

    misery 

    death 

    pain 
         Next, personalize Ephesians 2:1-3 by filling in the      blanks with specific sins that you and your friends 
struggle      with (such as lying, cheating, etc.). “In the past you were      spiritually dead because of your 

disobedience and sins      [such as , 

     , 

     ]... 
     In our natural condition we, like everyone else, were      destined to suffer God’s anger” (TEV). 
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Now if you stopped reading Ephesians 2 at verse 3, you’d probably feel dejected. That’s because it reminds us 

that we are all sinners; we all deserve to die. 

 

But don’t stop reading! Jesus offers a solution to our problem. The Bible goes on to explain that God loves all 

people—no matter how much they have sinned. He has a special plan for you that takes care of the sin 

problem. 

2. Personalize the next two verses in Ephesians 2 by writing your name in the blanks provided. 

   “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved , even when 

were dead in trespasses [sins], 

made alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)” (Ephesians 2:4, 5).  
   Did you catch that last phrase? According to that verse, there’s only one way that you can be saved and go to 
heaven. What is it? 

    goodness 

    grace 

    reading the Bible  
 

“Grace” is simply another way of saying, “God’s undeserved favor.” That’s God’s solution to the problem that 

all His beloved children deserve to die because of their sins. Grace means that we get treated much, much, 

much better than we deserve! 

3. Have you ever been in a situation in which you received something good that you didn’t deserve? How did 

that experience make you feel? (Check as many answers as you want.)  

  

 

 

 

 

We can’t do anything to earn God’s gift of eternal life. The only reason God can treat us with grace is because 

Jesus came to this earth, lived a perfect life, and died for us on a cross. We could never be good enough or do 

enough nice things to escape the penalty of death. So Jesus took the punishment we deserve! 

 Angry   Afraid   Excited 

 Thankful   Happy   Relieved 

 Embarrassed   Proud 
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4. Read Romans 5:8 and fill in the blank: 
   Jesus death shows God’s_______________for us. 

 love 

 plan 

 thankfulness 
 

 

In the end, Jesus is the only answer to the question “How can I be saved?” If you want to be sure that you 

spend eternity in heaven with this same Jesus who died for your sins and loves you so much, you can! It’s as 

simple as A-B-C. 

A LOT of
Grace 

Douglas Cooper had a dream job for the summer. Some of his friends had a driver’s license; some didn’t. But none of them had a job 

that actually required them to drive—except Doug. His friends were beside themselves with jealousy. 

    Actually, it was his grandfather who gave him the job. Grandpa had started a taxi company in the little town. The business grew, 

and he bought another car—a brand-new Chevy. “Would you like to be the driver?” he asked Doug. 

    Do pigs like to wallow in mud? Is it cold in Alaska? Of course Doug wanted to be the driver! 

    Doug determined that he would not put a single scratch or the tiniest dent in Grandpa’s new car. And he didn’t. But before the 

summer was over, he would have happily traded a good many dents for what actually happened. 

    Late one night Doug was returning home from a run. He decided to stop by the lake to check on the family boat. Parking the car 

so that its lights shone on the dock, Doug left the motor running, got out, and walked down the slope toward the edge of the lake. 

Suddenly he heard a noise behind him. He turned quickly—and saw Grandpa’s new car moving slowly toward him! Somehow he 

hadn’t set the brake properly, and now the car was rolling toward the lake! Doug grabbed the door handle as the car went past and 

dug his heels into the sand. He might as well have been a mouse   

  trying to stop an elephant. 

    Did you know that Chevys float—at least for awhile? The car’s momentum carried it out into the lake. With red taillights burning 

and the radio still playing, the car looked like a miniature ocean liner. Before long it turned end up, like the Titanic, and 

disappeared gracefully beneath the water. All was dark and still. 

    It was a long walk home, and Doug wasn’t eager to get there. How do you tell your grandfather that you have just sunk his new 

car in the lake? How does someone punish a kid for sinking his car? 

    Doug reluctantly woke up his grandpa. “Grandpa, I need to tell you something 

about your car . . .” 

    Doug says he will never forget what happened after he told his sad tale. Grandpa 

just lay there quietly for a while. Then he said calmly, “Doug, I’m glad you weren’t 

hurt. You had better go and get some rest now.” 

    Doug recalls, “The foolish mistake I had made would cost this man a great deal 

of time and money. I deserved punishment, but Grandpa didn’t even lose his 

temper. I was totally, hopelessly, inexcusably negligent. Yet, incredibly, I was 

treated with love, forgiveness, and understanding. That night my grandpa showed 

me something about grace. He showed me something of God.” 

    That’s exactly how God treats us! If God treated us with justice, every sin would 

result in death. But because Jesus took our punishment, we are spared what we 

deserve. God responds to our accidents with grace. “For it is by grace you have 

been saved, . . . it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8). 
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A—ADMIT your sins. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 

B—BELIEVE that Jesus died for you on the cross and rose from the grave. “If you confess with your mouth the 

Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9). 

C—COME to Jesus and invite Him into your life. “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My 

voice and opens the door, I will come in to him” (Revelation 3:20). When Jesus comes into your life He forgives 

you and changes you to be like Him. He gives you the power to obey and follow Him. He becomes your friend. 

 

 

 

If you want God to forgive your sins, simply pray this prayer: 

    Dear Father, I am sorry for my sins and ask You to forgive me. I believe that You died for my sins. I give You 

my life and ask You to save me when You come back to take us to heaven. Thank You for loving me so much. In 

Jesus’ name, Amen. 



 

KidZone - Response Sheet 4 

A Miracle You Don't Deserve 

 

1. The Bible says that the wages of sin is death. 

    True 

    False 

2. Everyone deserves the same punishment—death for our sins. 

    True 

    False 

3. The only way to be saved is through God's grace. 

    True 

    False 

4. Grace means that we will be treated much, much better than we deserve. 

    True 

    False 

5. If we disobey God in anything—no matter how small—God will not forgive us. 

    True 

    False 

6. God loves: 

    only those who love and obey Him. 

    everyone—even sinners. 

7. God's grace: 

    is a gift from Him to us; we can't earn it. 

    means that God isn't too concerned about our sins as long as 
         we keep on loving Him. 

8. To be saved and live with Jesus forever is as simple as "ABC": 

    Act like you are forgiven. 
         Be obedient when you choose to. 
         Claim God's promise of salvation once in a while. 

    Admit your sins. 
         Believe that Jesus died for you. 
         Come to Jesus and invite Him into your life. 



 

KidZone - Response Sheet 4 - Answers 

A Miracle You Don't Deserve 

  

1. True   

2. True   

3. True   

4. True   

5. False. 

6. God loves:  everyone—even sinners. 

7. God's grace: is a gift from Him to us; we can't earn it.   

8. To be saved and live with Jesus forever is as simple as 'ABC':  Admit your sins. Believe that Jesus died for you. Come 
to Jesus and invite Him into your life. 

  





 

 

“What have you got up your sleeve this time?” Marty asked, doubting they could have “real fun” heaving trash 

into a garbage truck. 

   “Check it out!” Ryan dumped a box of art supplies on the table. 

   “So?” Marty was confused. 

   “So let’s decorate the garbage truck today. I got the leftover supplies from my uncle’s wedding. Check it 

out—streamers, posters, balloons, the works!” 

   “But what about the boss?” 

   “Bob just laughed when I told him. But he said we’ve got to prep the truck before we clock in.” 

   “We had better hurry up, then.” 

   Ryan and Marty worked like ants on fast forward. They entangled the vehicle in a spider web of streamers. 

They slapped up a dozen “Just married” signs. By the time they finished, the truck looked like a rolling 

fireworks display. 

   All day long onlookers honked and waved. “Nice rig!” a mail carrier yelped. Even a police officer enjoyed a 

hearty laugh. “Congratulations!” he announced through the tinny loudspeaker on his car. For Ryan and Marty, 

that sweltering day in Columbus, Ohio, was the highlight of their summer.  

But in spite of all their decorating, everyone knew it     was still a garbage truck. The décor was fun, but it 

didn’t     fool anyone.  

 

Sometimes, people try to “decorate” themselves in a    similar way. They do lots of good things, but no matter 

   how much they advertise how holy they are, it’s like    decorating a garbage truck. For someone to be a true 

   Christian, there’s got to be a conversion—which means a    complete change. When Jesus enters your life, it 

is like you    change vehicles and drive the opposite direction. In a sense,    you become a new person.  

Jesus gave us a special ceremony called baptism as a way to show this total change that happens inside. 



1. Read 2 Corinthians 5:17. What three-letter word describes people who have accepted Jesus as their 

Savior?   

As we become closer friends with Jesus, we tap into the power of His death and resurrection. This power then 

changes us into the kind of people God wants us to be. It’s a power that is stronger than anything you have 

ever seen. It’s the power of Jesus in you! 

   The Bible talks about this power in Romans 6:3-4. “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized 

into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into 

death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 

newness of life.” 

   Baptism means being put under the water to show we are starting a new life in Jesus. Back when the Bible 

was written, readers understood that baptism marked a total change. The word “baptize” was used to 

describe dunking cloth into dye. The fabric came out a different color. The Bible states that, in a similar way, at 

baptism a different person rises out of the water.  

 

Baptism is not about covering up sin—it’s a celebration of the change in a sinner. This change is possible only 

through Jesus, who died, was buried, then rose from the dead. Check out this statement from 1 Corinthians 

15:3, 4 and circle the references made to these three events in Jesus’ life. “Christ died for our sins according to 

the Scriptures, and . . . He was buried, and . . . He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.”  

   Baptism was so important to Jesus that He was baptized—even though He was perfect.  

2. Read Matthew 3:13-17 and try to imagine what the scene    was like. Jot some notes on what you think the 

event . . . 

    looked like:  

 

  smelled like:  

 

  sounded like:   

John 3:23 says that John was baptizing people where “there was much water.” The reason “much water was 

needed” was because the person was put all the way under the water. As we learned, the word baptize means 

“to dip under.” 

   Here’s what we’ve learned so far: Baptism marks a radical change in our lives. Baptism symbolizes Jesus’ 

death, burial, and resurrection. The word baptize actually means “to put under.” 

   It makes sense that we, too, should be baptized by being placed completely under the water rather than just 

being sprinkled with water. 
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Confessions of a Messed-Up Teen 
“Excuse me, Pastor.” The young woman cornered me in the crowded church lobby. “I want to be baptized.” 

   “That’s . . . um . . . wonderful!” I stammered. “Uh . . . , I should know you, but . . .”  

“Oh, I’m Candie. I’ve been coming to your church, and I’d like to become a member.” 

   “Great!” 

  Later that week I met with Candie. It was clear that she understood the meaning of her decision. So I 

offered my usual invitation: “Would you like to say anything to the congregation before I lower you into the 

water?” 

   “Sure.” 

  Sabbath morning I stood with Candie in the baptismal tank. She was prepared to tell her story. 

I, on the other hand, was not prepared for her story. 

   Her opening words hushed the noises in the sanctuary. 

   “My dad disappeared before I can remember him. My mom was an alcoholic. My brother attempted 

suicide. My story is smeared with physical abuse, drug abuse . . .” 

   I had never seen the members so attentive—certainly not 

during any of my sermons! Candie’s story was sad, yet she spoke with confidence and honesty. 

   “But that’s all behind me now,” she continued. “That old person will drown at the bottom of this tank. 

God tells me that I will rise a new creation. If God’s grace can cover me, then He can save anyone!” 

   With that, I momentarily buried Candie under the water, symbolizing Christ’s death. As she exploded out 

of the water, the church members applauded for five minutes. 

   Now since I don’t want you to think Candie’s story is any different than yours or mine, let me remind you 

that we all come to our baptism as sinners. It is only by God’s cleansing grace that we can find forgiveness 

and freedom from our sins. All we have to do is acknowledge His grace. And accept His gift.  —Pastor Karl 

 

Listen to our Friend, Jesus, talk about baptism; it’s clearly important to Him.  

3. Find out what Jesus said in Mark 16:16 about the importance of baptism. What does this text say we should 

do before we are baptized? 

 preach 

 obey 

 believe  
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Clearly, being baptized is an important way to show our love for Jesus. It shows that we have died to sin like 

Jesus died on the cross—and that we are buried as He was buried. It shows that we are washed of sin and rise 

from the waters empowered to live a new life in Jesus—just as Jesus rose from the dead.  

Carson discovered this new life. After Carson accepted Jesus, the television programs he watched, the video 

games he played, and the websites he visited—all these things began to change. As Carson put it, “At my 

baptism, I handed over the remote control and let Jesus select the programs. Of course, I’m still tempted to 

mess up. But thanks to Jesus, I’m becoming more like Him.” 

   That’s how Jesus changes us from the inside out. As the symbol of baptism suggests, Jesus takes control of 

your life. He signs on as your closest Friend, and you become a new and clean creation in Christ! 

 

   It’s true. You can believe it. Jesus can make you new from the inside out. Why not choose to follow Him 

today?  

 

  

 
 
Dear God, Only You can change me from a sinner to a follower of you. I want to be baptized to claim Your 
power and demonstrate my love for You. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

----------------------------------------                            -----------------                    
                SIGNATURE                                                          DATE  



 

KidZone - Response Sheet 5 

New from the Inside OUT 

 

1. When Jesus enters your life, you become a new person. 

    True 

    False 

2. Baptism is a magical ceremony that takes away our sins. 

    True 

    False 

3. If we believe in Jesus, we should follow His example and be baptized. 

    True 

    False 

4. Baptism involves being placed completely under the water because it represents dying to sin, being buried with Jesus, 
and being raised to a new life in Him. 

    True 

    False 

5. Baptism does not represent death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. 

    True 

    False 

6. "Conversion" means: 

    changing the important parts of your life, but not everything. 

    letting Jesus come into your heart (life) and change the direction 
         of your life. 

7. Jesus was baptized because: 

    He needed to have His sins forgiven. 

    He wanted to be an example for us, even though He was perfect. 

8. Baptism is an important symbol: 

    of the birthday of Jesus. 

    that we have accepted Jesus as our Savior and are starting a 
         new life of following Jesus. 

 



 

KidZone - Response Sheet 5 - Answers 

New from the Inside OUT 

  

1. True 

2. False 

3. True   

4. True   

5. False. 

6. 'Conversion' means: letting Jesus come into your heart (life) and change the direction of your life. 

7. Jesus was baptized because: He wanted to be an example for us, even though He was perfect. 

8. Baptism is an important symbol: that we have accepted Jesus as our Savior and are starting a new life of following 
Jesus. 



 

 



 

 

 

“But what if we get caught?” Cameron fidgeted as he glanced around the store, trying to spot any security 

cameras. 

   “Don’t be a chicken! I steal stuff from this store all the time. Grab something, and let’s get out of here.” 

   Cameron’s heart felt like a bag of banging firecrackers. Cautiously he snagged a chocolate bar, shoved it up 

his shirt, and raced out the door. 

   “See,” Julian bragged as they left the parking lot. “It’s no big deal. I told you we wouldn’t get caught.” 

Cameron wolfed down the candy bar. But for some reason it was the worst tasting candy he’d ever had. Not 

even the chocolate could sweeten the sour feeling of guilt. Even though Julian assured him again that it was 

“no big deal,” Cameron knew better. 

   “Next time,” he said to himself, “I won’t let Julian talk me into doing what I know to be wrong. I’m not going 

to fall to temptation.” 

 

 

Have you ever promised yourself that “next time” you’re going to do better? But when the next time comes—

whether it’s the temptation to spread a little gossip or cheat on the spelling test—you feel more helpless than 

ever to do what you know is right. One of the authors of the Bible, the apostle Paul, struggled with this 

problem.  

    He said, “I decide to do good, but I don’t really do it; I decide not to do bad, but then I do it anyway.” 

(Romans 7:19, The Message). 



 

 

The only way to resist temptation is through Jesus. Once again we discover that He is the answer! He knows all 

about temptation. Read about His temptations in Matthew 4:1-11. 

 

1. Which was NOT one of the temptations Jesus faced? 

    worship Satan 

    turn stones into gold 

    throw Himself down from the temple 
 
Use the questions in parentheses to think about how you may be tempted in a similar way this week.  
 
     a. Verses 2–4     
        (How might my appetite cause me to sin?)  
     b. Verses 5–7     
        (Am I ever tempted to show off or to bring glory to  
        myself rather than to Jesus? If so, how?)  
     c. Verses 8–10    
        (What TV shows, video games, or other forms of  
        entertainment might be a method of bowing  
        to Satan?) 
 

Notice that Jesus met every temptation with the same answer: “It is written . . .” Jesus knew the Bible so well 

that He lived it. We can do the same. 

   The key to winning over temptation is to focus your mind on the words of God. An easier way to put it is this: 

stick close to Jesus. 

 

2. Read James 4:7. What two things should we do to chase Satan’s temptations away? 

 submit to God and resist the devil 

 pray and give an offering 

 shout and scream 
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Do you ever wonder: How can I beat temptation?     Well, as you know, it’s not easy. It’s like the story of a 

pastor who was asked by a young man, “Pastor, when will I no longer be tempted with wrong thoughts and 

bad deeds?” 

    The pastor replied, “Temptations come to us each day. Sin is when we give in to temptation.” 

    The bottom line is this: You can’t trust yourself to conquer temptation. Even after you give your life to Jesus, 

you’ll still be tempted. 

    James 1:13 starts out, “Let no one say when he is tempted . . . ” 

    Notice the Bible does not say “if tempted,” but “when tempted.” Scripture assumes that you will be 

tempted. That’s because the Devil tries hard to snag the friends of Jesus in sin. 

3. Read 1 Peter 5:8. What animal is the Devil compared to? 

    cow 

    lion 

    alligator 
Next time you face this beast of temptation, run to Jesus. He’s the only One who can help you to resist. A story 

might help you remember this. 

Tom and Jordan knew the rule—stay away from Dad’s classic car. But the folks were gone. And the temptation 

was too strong. 

    “Let’s go play in Dad’s car,” Tom suggested. 

    “What if we get caught?” Jordan asked. 

    “We won’t. Besides, we’ll just sit in it.” 

    Faster than a pace car in the Indy 500, the boys were in Dad’s ’63 Ford Galaxy. Tom steered while Jordan 

played with the electric seats. 

    “Let’s take it for a run.” 

    “But Tom, you don’t know how to drive.” 

“It’s an automatic. It can’t be hard.” 

    “But what if . . .” 

    Both boys were ready to plunge into temptation when Tom froze. His eyes stared into the rearview mirror. 

Jordan twirled around and couldn’t believe his eyes. 

    Dad! 

    Suddenly the temptation of a Sunday cruise was gone! Disobeying Dad’s rule was the furthest thing from 

their minds. 

    What made the difference? 

    Simple: the presence of their dad. 

    In the same way, living in the presence of Jesus is your only hope to overcome temptation. How does 

someone live in the presence of Jesus? In the next lesson we’ll discover how you can do it through reading 

your Bible, prayer, and talking to others about Jesus. But for now, just focus on building your friendship with 

javascript:newWindow('1pet58.htm')


Jesus—just like you’d build a friendship with the new kid who moved into your neighborhood. Spend time 

talking with Him and get to know Him through His Word, the Bible. When you’re doing that, it’s tough to fall 

for temptation. 

Dog Eat Dog 
    An Eskimo owned two husky dogs that he had trained as fighters. As he roamed from village to village he 

encouraged the locals in Alaska to watch the dogfights he staged. One of the dogs was darker than the 

other, so he took turns predicting which dog would win each match. Somehow he had the uncanny ability to 

always pick the winning dog. 

    Just before he died, he finally answered the question he had been asked hundreds of times. “How did you 

always know which dog would win?”  

    At last he revealed his secret. “It was easy,” he said. “The winner was always the dog I was feeding.”  

    So it is with sin. Two natures—a sinful nature and a spiritual nature—fight within us. Which nature will 

win? Whichever nature you are feeding. The places we go, the people we hang out with, the things we 

watch and listen to can encourage our desire to sin or our desire to follow Jesus.  

    Think of some things in your life that could drag you into sin or lift you toward Jesus: 

 
4. Write a note to your Friend Jesus asking Him to help you in your struggle against temptation. 

 
 

 

Dear God, I want you to live in my heart so there’s no room for Satan, the tempter, to trip me up. Help me to 

live in Your presence every minute. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 



KidZone - Response Sheet 6 

Ever Been Tempted? 

 

1. The best way to resist temptation is by trying on our own not to give in. 

    True 

    False 

2. Jesus defeated Satan's temptations by quoting the words of the Bible. 

    True 

    False 

3. After you give your life to Jesus, you will never be tempted to sin again. 

    True 

    False 

4. The Bible says that the Devil goes around like a roaring lion trying to destroy us through his temptation. 

    True 

    False 

5. Jesus doesn't understand what it's like to be tempted. 

    True 

    False 

6. We can resist temptation by: 

    studying the Bible and praying. 

    feeding our sinful nature and starving our spiritual nature. 

7. Satan tempted Jesus to: 

    bow down to Satan and admit he is the ruler of this world. 

    go back to heaven and take the people He created with Him. 

8. Once we give our lives to Jesus: 

    Jesus' power will help us resist temptation. 

    Satan will leave us alone because he will be tempting those 
         people who haven't given their lives to Jesus. 



 

KidZone - Response Sheet 6 - Answers 

Ever Been Tempted? 

  

1. False 

2. True   

3. False 

4. True   

5. False. 

6. We can resist temptation by:  studying the Bible and praying.  

7. Satan tempted Jesus to:  bow down to Satan and admit he is the ruler of this world.   

8. Once we give our lives to Jesus: Jesus' power will help us resist temptation. 



 

 



 

 

One day as he passed the open door of a bar, the strong odor aroused his old appetite for liquor. Just then he 

saw this sign in the window of a nearby cafe: “All the buttermilk you can drink—twenty-five cents!” Dashing 

inside, he opened his mouth and ordered, “Fill ’er up!” He drank one glass of buttermilk after another. After 

finishing the sixth, he walked past the bar and was no longer tempted. He was so full of buttermilk that he 

wasn’t thirsty for anything else! 

 

In our last lesson we discovered that the secret to resisting temptation is to stick close to Jesus. Remember: if 

you fill your life with Jesus there’s no room for anything else. When Jesus arrives, He puts up a “No Vacancy” 

sign for any would-be invaders. 

   But now let’s get practical. How do we stay close to Jesus when He’s up in heaven and we can’t even see 

Him? 

1. Read John 14:16-18. Who did Jesus say He would send to be with us after He left this earth? The ______ of 
truth. 

 Spirit 

 Savior 

 Preacher 
 

If you answered “the Counselor” or “the Comforter” or “the Spirit of truth” or simply “the Spirit,” you’re 

correct. All these names refer to the Holy Spirit, sometimes called the Holy Ghost. You may recall from Lesson 

One that God is really three-in-one—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. When Jesus (the Son) was on this 

earth, He promised to never leave us alone. So after returning to heaven, He lived (and continues to live!) on 

earth through the Holy Spirit. We can’t see the Holy Spirit, but His presence and power are very real. 

   One of the symbols used in Scripture for the Holy Spirit is oil (1 Samuel 16:13). To be filled with the Holy 

Spirit, then, is to have the “oil effect.” 

   Let’s discover what the “oil effect” is. What does the Holy Spirit do? 
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According to the Bible: 

   • The Holy Spirit helped create the world 

     (Genesis 1:1, 2). 

   • He directed the writing of the Scriptures 

     (2 Peter 1:21). 

   • He guides us to find the truth about God 

     (John 16:13). 

   But the most important job of the Holy Spirit is bringing a complete change in our lives. 

2. Read John 3:3–5. What did Jesus call this change?  

 believing the truth 

 being born again 

 getting a makeover  
 

When our lives are filled with the oil of the Holy Spirit, everyone can see the difference! We become a new 
person with the desire and ability to follow God. 

 

So how do we get the “oil treatment”? Remember, our goal is to stay close to Jesus. If Jesus is going to live in 

us through the Holy Spirit, we must engage in those activities that put us in His presence. 

   But what, specifically, are those activities? One way to remember what they are is to think of STP oil 

treatment. STP oil treatment is a fluid that people can put into their car engine to make it run better. If you 

check out the company’s website, www.STP.com, you’ll see their sales pitch: “From 1954 to today, STP® 

products are specially formulated to help you get the most out of your vehicle.” 

   If you’re interested in getting the most out of your friendship with Jesus, then remember the letters STP. 

Focus on doing these three activities that put you into the presence of Jesus. 

 

The first activity is to study God's Word, the Bible. 

3. Read John 1:1-5 and complete this sentence: “In the beginning was the ______________”.  

 Lord 

 creation  

 Word 
This text describes Jesus as “the Word.” 
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So when we study the Word, that’s simply a fancy way of saying we’re spending time with Jesus! It means 

digging in the Bible to learn more about the One who loves us enough to die for us. 

   The more you learn in the Bible about how much Jesus loves you, the more you’ll probably want to talk 

about it with others. That’s a great thing to do. In fact, it’s the second step in our spiritual STP oil treatment. 

 

When Sukumar Das became a Christian, the leaders of his village were angry. “I’ve found Jesus Christ and the 

truth, and I cannot go back to my old religion,” he told them. 

   The leaders harassed Sukumar when he tried to share the message of Jesus with his friends and neighbors. 

Sukumar didn’t fight back, but he didn’t give up telling others about God. He prayed for the sick and cared for 

the poor. 

Whenever he heard of someone who needed food, he shared his small stock of rice. 
   One very sick man desperately needed money for medicine. Sukumar didn’t have much, but he gave the man some 
cash. “Not even my own friends did that for me,” the sick man said, amazed. 
   As Sukumar lived the love of Jesus in his village, opposition gradually died away, and people became more and 
more eager to listen to his message. Soon 77 people were ready to be baptized! 
   People are converted to Christianity by watching our example. That’s why Jesus told His followers: “You’re here to 
be light, bringing out the God-colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept” (Matthew 5:14, The Message). 
   So tell others about Jesus today—at home or school, at a picnic or a Bible study, eating pizza at your favorite 
restaurant—do the “light” thing. It’s a great way to practice the presence of Jesus! 

 
One final way to live in the presence of Jesus is through prayer. Prayer is simply talking to Jesus like you would to a 
friend. Tell Him about your challenges when you’re doing homework. Sing Him a prayer when you’re struck by the 
splendor of a sunset. Talk to Him when a friend snubs you in the school cafeteria. Talk to Him about everything. 
   Jesus taught us how to pray in Matthew 6:9-13. 
 
Thoughts on the 
    STP Treatment 
STUDY: 
When I read the Bible each day I get to know what Jesus is like. He understands me and helps me with all my 
problems. 
 
TELL OTHERS: 
When I hang out with my friends its fun to tell them what an awesome friend Jesus is to me. 
 
PRAY: 
I pray to God just like I’m talking with my best friend. I am very important to Him and trust Him with everything. 
 
Find His prayer in your Bible. Commit it to memory and say it every morning this week. But don’t stop there. Come 
up with your own ways to praise God and ask Him for help. 

 



 
 

Some years ago on New Year’s Day, in the Tournament of Roses parade, a beautiful float suddenly sputtered and 
quit. It was out of gas. The whole parade was held up until someone could get a can of gas. 
   Ironically, Standard Oil Company was the sponsor for this float! With its vast oil resources, its truck was out of gas. 
   Don’t let that happen to you! Stay connected to Jesus. Through the Holy Spirit He promises to help us understand 
the Bible, tell others about Him, and even know what to pray for. Keep your “oil supply” full. It’s as easy as STP. 
 
 
 

 
 

Dear Father, I want to have Your power in my life. Help me to stay connected to You through study, telling others 
about You, and prayer. Thank You for loving me no matter what. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

 



 

KidZone - Response Sheet 7 

Fill 'er Up 

 

1. Jesus lives in our hearts through the Holy Spirit. 

    True 

    False 

2. The Holy Spirit directed the writing of the Bible. 

    True 

    False 

3. One way to spend time with Jesus is to study His Word, the Bible. 

    True 

    False 

4. People are drawn to Jesus by our example. 

    True 

    False 

5. When we pray, we can talk to Jesus just as we talk to our friends. 

    True 

    False 

6. The Holy Spirit is also known by the following name: 

    the Holy Ghost. 

    the Evil Spirit. 

7. One of the jobs of the Holy Spirit is: 

    keeping track of our sins. 

    changing our lives to be like Jesus. 

8. One of the ways we can stay close to Jesus include: 

    Studying the Bible, praying, and telling others about Jesus' love. 

    Following the example of our friends. 



 

KidZone - Response Sheet 7 - Answers 

Fill 'er Up 

  

1. True   

2. True   

3. True   

4. True   

5. True    

6. the Holy Ghost. 

7. One of the jobs of the Holy Spirit is:  changing our lives to be like Jesus. 

8. One of the ways we can stay close to Jesus include: Studying the Bible, praying, and telling others about Jesus' love.   

  



 



 

 

It’s illegal in Topeka, Kansas, to annoy a squirrel. (How do you annoy a squirrel?) 

   In Lexington, Kentucky, it’s against the law to carry ice-cream cones in your pockets. 

   In Danville, Pennsylvania, by law, every fire hydrant must be checked one hour before a fire. (How do you 

know when a fire’s about to happen?) 

   Our world is governed by all sorts of laws—local, state, national, religious, natural, ceremonial, economic, 

environmental, and moral. Some laws seem senseless. Other laws are essential to our freedom and security—

especially God’s laws found in the Bible. 

 

As a child Karl thought his parents were ruining his life. 

When he was two years old, he tried to stick a fork in an electrical outlet. But his parents stopped him. Can 
you believe it? 
   Only as he got older did he begin to see the value of his parents’ rules (laws). In the same way, when we 
grow as God’s children, we begin to understand how His laws promise us freedom and safety. 
   As for the laws in the Bible that we cannot understand, often we don’t see the full picture. If we understood 
the culture of the time or could see things from God’s perspective, we would make the same statement that 
the apostle Paul makes in the Bible. 
 
1. True or False: In Romans 7:12, Paul said that God's law is harmful and outdated. 

 True 

 False 
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Some of God’s most important rules for living a healthy Christian life are found in the Ten Commandments. 

Read these commands in Exodus 20:3-17. 

The first two commandments guide our friendship with God and the way we worship Him. 
      a. (verse 3).  
      b. (verses 4-6). 
The third and fourth commandments define our relationship to God’s name and to His holy day. 
      a. (verse 7).  
      b. (verses 8-11). 
Commandments five and seven protect the family. 
      a. (verse 12).  
      b. (verse 14). 
Commandments six, eight, nine, and ten safeguard our friendships.  
      a. (verse 13).  
      b. (verse 15).  
      c. (verse 16).  
      d. (verse 17). 
2. List the commandments in order: 

 Example: a,b,c,.....  
a. Don't lie. 
b. Don't worship idols. 
c. Treat God's name with respect. 
d. Be faithful to your husband or wife. 
e. Don't envy other people. 
f. Keep the Sabbath day holy. 
g. Put God first. 
h. Don't steal. 
i. Don't murder. 
j. Honor your parents. 
 

 Jesus taught the importance of keeping the Ten Commandments. One time a young businessman came to 

Jesus and asked, “What do I have to do in order to go to heaven?” 

   Jesus said, “Obey the commandments.” 

   “Which ones?” the businessman asked. 

   Jesus listed several of the Ten Commandments—don’t murder; don’t steal; honor your parents; and others. 

The businessman claimed that he was keeping the Ten Commandments and that he always had. 

   But then the story takes an interesting twist. When Jesus pressed him to live out the spirit of the 

commandments and give up his great wealth to help the poor, he crumpled under the challenge. 
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In the end, keeping the commandments is about more than just following certain behaviors; it’s about 

showing amazing love of Jesus to others. Jesus said that keeping the commandments is about “abiding” or 

“remaining” in His love. That means we live with a constant awareness that Jesus loves us no matter what, and 

then we model that same love to people everywhere. Now that’s a really secure way to live! 

 

3. Read John 15:10, 11. What is one thing that will happen if we keep Jesus' commands?  

 We will be miserable. 

 We will have lots of money. 

 We will stay in Jesus' love. 
 

If you want to feel “full joy” in life, then keep the commandments. They apply in every culture and offer the 

perfect guide to happy living. That’s because they actually show us what God is like! 

   Jesus loves you so much that He invites you to follow a lifestyle that results in deep, inner happiness. This 

lifestyle comes only through a friendship with Jesus. 

 

4. Read 2 Peter 1:2-4. Then answer this question.  
True or False: Jesus will give us the power to do what's right. 

 True 

 False 
 
 

Once again, Jesus is the answer! When we totally trust Jesus with everything, by faith we can receive power 

from Him to obey the law. By obeying the law, we show our love for Jesus (John 14:15). 

   The bottom line is this: Jesus loves you too much to sit at a distance and watch you stumble unhappily 

through life and miss the chance to live with Him forever. So He provided guidelines that will result in a life of 

complete joy and perfect love—if you follow them. 

   This doesn’t mean bad things will never happen, but it does mean we’ll avoid the pain that comes from 

making wrong choices. The proof of Jesus’ love came at the cross where He died for your sin. In this ultimate 

act of love, He offers to “make you complete in every good work to do His will” (Hebrews 13:21). Doesn’t this 

cause you to want to follow Jesus? 
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Q: 
   Dear Pastor Karl, I’m a boy, twelve years old. My question is this: Why do we have to obey rules? 
Sincerely, Sick of Rules. 
A: 
Dear Sick, 
   Imagine this. What if a gang of boys snuck into town at 2 A.M. and started tearing down or turning around 
all the traffic signs? What if they ripped out the stop signs and turned around the oneway signs? What if 
one of the kids was a computer whiz and knew how to make all the lights turn green at the same time? 
   You can imagine what would happen the next day when everybody started driving to work and school. 
Because of the messed-up traffic signs and lights, there would be a lot of accidents. Some people might 
even die on the highway because they drove onto the freeway going the wrong direction. The whole city 
would be confused and upset because the rules were not there to protect them. 
   Rules guide us and protect us. That’s the reason God (and parents, teachers, police officers, and others) 
blesses us with them. 
                                                                         –Pastor Karl 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear God, Thank You for loving me enough to provide guidelines on how to live a life of joy with You. Thank 

You for the power of Your love that makes it possible to live for You. Please fill my life with that kind of love. In 

Jesus’ name, Amen. 



KidZone - Response Sheet 8 

Living to the Limit Lawfully 

 

1. When Jesus came to Earth, He told people that they didn't need to keep the Ten Commandments as long as 

they loved each other. 

    True 

    False 

2. Rules guide and protect us. 

    True 

    False 

3. God's rules tell us what He is like. 

    True 

    False 

4. We show our love for Jesus by keeping His law. 

    True 

    False 

5. When we know Jesus loves us, we will show the same love to others. 

    True 

    False 

6. The Ten Commandments include rules about: 

    riding bicycles on the sidewalk and leaving your room messy. 

    being disrespectful to your parents and keeping the Sabbath 

         holy. 

7. God gave us the Ten Commandments: 

    to limit the fun things we can do and enjoy. 

    so we can have a happier life. 

8. We can obey God's laws: 

    by trying as hard as we can. 

    through the power Jesus gives us when we trust Him completely. 



KidZone - Response Sheet 8 - Answers 

Living to the Limit Lawfully 

  

1. False 

2. True   

3. True   

4. True   

5. True   

6. The Ten Commandments include rules about:  being disrespectful to your parents and keeping the Sabbath holy. 

7. God gave us the Ten Commandments:  so we can have a happier life. 

8. We can obey God's laws:  through the power Jesus gives us when we trust Him completely. 





 

For 250,000 miles now, Karl’s car has been as reliable as a sunrise. And he wouldn’t trade it for a Corvette. 

(OK, that’s an exaggeration!)  

   Most car owners brag when the odometer rolls over at 100,000 miles. Karl is cruising toward three times the 

100,000-mile mark, and he’s still waiting for a mechanical breakdown.  

   So what’s the secret to a quarter of a million miles of trouble-free transportation?  

   It’s simple: follow the maintenance schedule in the owner’s manual. The day Karl drove off the car lot, he 

determined to follow the manufacturer’s guidelines. Even though he is not at all mechanically inclined, he can 

do the simple stuff. Every 4,000 miles he changes the oil. Every 40,000 miles he changes the spark plugs. And 

every 1,000,000 miles he may change cars!  

   The Japanese (makers of the Toyota) taught the world to make cars that last longer. Now the Japanese are 

teaching people to last longer. Recently, Japan’s health ministry surveyed 4,000 Japanese who are a hundred 

years old or older and asked them for the secret to a long, healthy life. As it turns out, their secret is as ancient 

as the Bible! What these old-timers shared has been in our Owner’s Manual (the Bible) all along. 

   For friends of Jesus, this should not be a surprise. Over and over we’ve seen how much Jesus loves us. Like 

any best friend, He wants the best for us. That’s why God tells us in the Bible how we can live happier, 

healthier lives. By following God’s counsel we can get the most out of our friendship with Jesus. 

1. True or False: According to 3 John 2, Jesus wants us to be in good health.  

 True 

 False 

Good health comes not by accident, but by recognizing that our body is a special place where God lives 

through His Holy Spirit. We learned about this in Lesson 7. 

2. Look up 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17. How does Paul describe our bodies?  

 a nervous wreck 

 the jewel of God's creation 

 the temple of God 
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In 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20 Paul adds that our body temple does not belong to us. Jesus bought it by dying on the 

cross for us.  

   Everything about you—your health, your body, your mind, your feelings—is so important to Jesus that He 

died so that you can live with Him forever. Until that day in heaven, however, Jesus wants you to be happy 

here.  

    So what are the biblical principles for good health? An easy way to remember them is by using the letters of 

the word NEWSTART. 

 

 N stands for nutrition. This has to do with your diet—eating food that is good for you. Originally, God’s diet 

for man did not include meat. Man’s diet was fruits, vegetables, grains, and nuts. Today we call this a 

vegetarian diet. Some people today still follow God's original diet. 

3. Later God added “clean” meats to the diet. Read Deuteronomy 14:4–18. Check the animals that are OK to 
eat. 

      sheep           pig 

      camel           deer 

      owl 

      goat  
E stands for exercise. Check out the Owner’s Manual: “Physical exercise has some value, but spiritual exercise 

is valuable in every way, because it promises life both for the present and for the future” (1 Timothy 4:8, TEV).  

    Modern science confirms the wisdom of God’s Word. Here are just a few of the benefits of exercise: 

 Improves your skin.  
 Clears the mind and promotes thinking.  
 Produces a brain chemical that helps you feel good about yourself.  

    Do something fun and active every day!  
 
    W stands for water.  
Since water is essential to every cell in the body, it’s important to drink about eight glasses a day. Think of it in 
terms of washing a 
shirt. Is it easier to clean a stain with a tablespoon of water or a gallon? In the same way, the inside of your 
body needs lots of water to do its job. Oh, and don’t forget to use water on the outside as well!  
 
    S stands for sunshine. Sunshine helps the body make vitamin D, an essential nutrient, in the skin. Sunlight 
kills germs and bacteria, and it can pep up your 
attitude, too. This doesn’t mean that the more sun you get, the better. If you’ve ever had a sunburn, you know 
that you can get too much of a good thing. This brings us to the next letter.  
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    T stands for temperance. Temperance means two things: first, stay away from everything that is bad for 
you, and second, use the right amount of the things that are good for you. For example, drugs and alcohol are 
bad for you and should be avoided. Again, the Owner’s Manual informs us about this. 
Temperance also means to use what is good in moderation. Although water is good for you, that doesn’t mean 

you should drink twenty gallons a day.  

4. Solomon was a wise king who wrote the book of Proverbs in the Bible. Read Proverbs 20:1. What did 

Solomon say about drinking alcohol? 

 It is not wise. 

 It is OK on special occasions. 

 It is good for your heart. 

 

    A is for air. You can’t survive without air. But the kind of air you breathe is also important. That’s why 

smoking is so damaging. It causes lung cancer, emphysema, heart disease, and other diseases because it 

suffocates your body with impure air. Jesus loves you too much to see you suffer from the bad choice of 

smoking. He wants you to be happy, and if you can’t breathe, well, that’s a big problem!  

 

    R is for rest. This means more than just getting enough sleep. It’s important to get eight hours of sleep a 

night (kids your age need even more), but the principles of rest in Scripture include a weekly day of spiritual 

renewal (the Sabbath) as well. We’ll learn more about this in Lesson 11.  

    Jesus said, “Come to Me all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). 

He is the ultimate source of rest!  

 

    T is for trust in God. When you live according to the Owner’s Manual, you can relax. Just trust that the 

Creator knows what is best for you. 

Usually young people aren’t too concerned about healthful living because getting old seems so far away. But 

the habits you form now will determine the length and quality of your life.  

    Jesus gave you these health guidelines because He loves you so much that He wants to make your life 

better. How will you respond to this love? 

 

5. Read Proverbs 3:5, 6. Then answer this question. True or False: When we trust God, He will leave us with no 
direction in life. 

     True 

     False 
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 drink lots of water  
 learn to love lentils  
 giggle  
 bite a bagel  
 don’t go to bed angry  
 eat a lot of broccoli  
 sit in the woods  
 jump rope  
 read something funny  
 avoid caffeine  
 read the Bible  
 eat a hearty breakfast  
 remember: “The more you rely on unhealthful foods and between-meal snacks, the 

hungrier you feel”  
 don’t squeeze pimples  
 set ambitious goals  
 ask questions  
 wear a seat belt  
 start every day by exclaiming: “This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and 

be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24)  
 live the same in public as you do in private  
 sing a song  
 play on a swing set  
 cry when you feel like it  
 study to learn, not just to get good grades  
 try a trampoline  
 give generously  
 never experiment with smoking, alcohol, or drugs  
 don’t slouch  
 limit your time watching TV and surfing the Net and make it positive  
 know what’s right and don’t give in to peer pressure  
 be a dreamer AND a doer 



 

 

 

Dear God, thank You for loving me so much. Help me to follow Your instructions so I can care properly for my 

body and mind. I love You and want to be like You. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 



 

KidZone - Response Sheet 9 

How to Run a Million Miles 

 

1. The Bible says that our bodies are the temple of God. 

    True 

    False 

2. Our bodies don't actually belong to us, but to God. 

    True 

    False 

3. Our spiritual condition is important to God, but He isn't very concerned about our physical health. 

    True 

    False 

4. Water, sunshine, and fresh air are all necessary for our bodies. 

    True 

    False 

5. Rest is important, so we shouldn't exercise regularly. 

    True 

    False 

6. Our physical health is important to God because: 

    He is afraid we will spread germs in heaven if we get sick there. 

    He wants us to be happy and feel good. 

7. Originally, God designed human beings to eat: 

    vegetables, nuts, fruits, and grains. 

    just "clean" meat. 

8. Temperance means: 

    if something is healthful, you can eat or drink as much of it as 
         you like. 

    you should avoid anything that is bad for you and use even good 
         things wisely. 



 

 

KidZone - Response Sheet 9 - Answers 

How to Run a Million Miles 

  

1. True   

2. True   

3. False 

4. True   

5. False. 

6. Our physical health is important to God because:  He wants us to be happy and feel good. 

7. Originally, God designed human beings to eat:  vegetables, nuts, fruits, and grains.  

8. Temperance means: you should avoid anything that is bad for you and use even good things wisely. 





 

   All that mattered was that she get close to Jesus, the guest of honor. She brought a gift for Him, a treasure 

way beyond her budget, but that didn’t matter, either. All that mattered was that she deliver her gift. 

   Mary had been an immoral person, but Jesus had forgiven her and helped her start a better life. Now she 

wanted to do something to show her gratitude. 

   Spotting Jesus in the dining room, she made a beeline straight to Him. In her hand was a bottle of the most 

expensive perfume she had ever bought. It was intended to be used only a drop or two at a time. But Mary 

emptied the entire bottle! She doused Jesus’ feet with the perfume. 

   In Jesus’ time, putting perfumed oil on a guest’s feet was a special act of honor. But Mary did even more. 

Over and over she kissed His feet and wiped them with her long hair. She was so thankful for His kindness to 

her that she wanted to do something very special. 

   Meanwhile, the guests scowled. The host publicly humiliated her by bringing up her bad reputation. But 

Jesus told him, “Leave her alone. Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing for me. Wherever 

the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told in memory of her” (see Mark 

14:6-9). 

   And so today people are still telling the unusual story of Mary and her expensive gift to Jesus. 

 

1. What was the motive for Mary’s gift? Luke 7:47. 

 recognition 

 praise 

 love 
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Love makes the difference! Without love, giving to Jesus is a burden. With love, it is a joy! Because Mary 

recognized how much she had been forgiven, it was easy for her to give Jesus an expensive gift. 

   Jesus has done the same for us. Like Mary, we have been forgiven of our sins. We should be just as grateful 

as she was. But often we’re too selfish and busy with our own lives to express our thankfulness. God has to 

continually remind us to demonstrate our love to Him in practical ways. So He has provided a way for us to 

learn to be generous and thankful. 

2. Read Leviticus 27:30 and fill in the blank about God's plan to help His people learn generosity. God says that 
the ______ belongs to Him. 

 tithe 

 thankfulness 

 money  
 

Tithe is one-tenth of a person’s income or earnings. God says that the tithe belongs to Him. Actually, God is 

owner of everything (see Psalm 24:1), but He specifically asks for ten percent of our income. 

   Test your understanding of this concept of tithe by solving the following case study: 

   “Can you mow our lawn while we’re gone on vacation?” Mr. Wade asked. 

“We’ll be gone for the entire month of August, so you’ll need to mow it four times. I’ll pay you $25 each time.” 
   “Sure,” said Kirk. “I’ve been saving up for a new BMX bike. This job will net me enough cash to finally be able 
to buy it.” 
   “Great!” Mr. Wade replied. 
   Kirk faithfully cared for the yard. When the Wades returned from vacation, Kirk got paid $100. His pocket 
bulged with cash. 
Before Kirk purchased the bike, however, he wanted to give tithe back to God. Because he was so thankful 

that Jesus died for him on the cross, Kirk wanted to express his gratitude by doing what He asked. 

3. How much would Kirk give as God’s tithe? 

 $5 

 $10 

 $100 
 

If you answered $10, then you’re correct. But now suppose that Kirk is so thankful to Jesus that he wants to 

give something above and beyond the tithe. This would be called an “offering.” The amount of an offering can 

vary. It’s simply an extra token of love. 

   Numbers 18:21 tells us what tithe is used for. In Bible times the Levites, who cared for the spiritual needs of 
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God’s people, were supported by tithe. Today tithe supports people like pastors and missionaries so they can 

spend their time sharing the good news of Jesus. 

4. What does God promise to those who faithfully give tithe? Malachi 3:10. 

 We will always be poor. 

 He will bless us in a big way! 

 We will have eternal life in heaven. 
 

 

 Just a little while after the party where Mary poured the perfume on Jesus’ feet, Jesus and His disciples went 

into Jerusalem to participate in the Passover feast. This Jewish holiday celebrates the time when God 

delivered the Jews from Egypt. Jesus used this occasion to introduce what today we call the “Lord’s Supper” or 

the “communion service.” Read about it in 1 Corinthians 11:23-26. Pay special attention to verse 26. 

5. True or False: We continue the practice of the Lord's Supper to remember Jesus' death. 

      True 

      False 
 Just as giving tithes and offerings shows our gratitude for Jesus’ love and blessings, so we are invited to use 

the symbols of the Communion Service to “proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26). For 

the Christian, it’s like getting rebaptized in the sense that we once again identify with the death, burial, and 

resurrection of Jesus. It’s just another way to show Jesus how thankful we are that He died on the cross to 

save us from our sins. 

 The “bread” and “fruit of the vine” (grape juice) of the Lord’s Supper represent Jesus and His sacrifice for us. 

The unleavened bread (bread made without yeast) represents Jesus’ body. The grape juice represents Jesus’ 

blood. (See Mark 14:22-26.) 

   As a person eats the bread and drinks the juice, he or she should remember in a special way the death of 

Jesus for us all. It is only because of Jesus’ wounded body (symbolized by the bread) and His spilled blood 

(symbolized by the “fruit of the vine”) that we can go to heaven someday. Now that’s something for which we 

ought to be very thankful! 
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Another important part of the Lord’s Supper is washing one another’s feet. In Jesus’ time servants washed 

their master’s feet because they would be dirty from traveling. The reason many Christians still practice 

footwashing at the communion service is because Jesus did it. It’s a great reminder to show our love for others 

by serving them. 

6. Read John 13:1–17 and check each statement that you think is a good reason for practicing footwashing 
when we take part in the communion service. 

 It shows that we are clean from sin through faith in Jesus. 

 It represents our desire to serve others, much like Jesus served his disciples. 

 It represents a rebaptism. 

 It is a good way to develop a humble attitude before eating the bread and drinking the wine. 
 
All of the reasons listed above are valid reasons to participate in washing one another’s feet before the Lord’s 

Supper. But it doesn’t stop there. Our love for Jesus should overflow in practical acts of service every day! 

   The next time you are present at the Lord’s Supper, picture Jesus washing His disciples’ feet. Imagine Him 

hanging on the cross. Think about the power of Jesus’ resurrection. Just focus on Jesus! And don’t forget to 

say “Thank You” by giving your tithes and offerings and by serving others. 

 

 

 

 

Dear Father, Thank You for dying for me. I want to express my gratitude by giving You my tithes and offerings, 

by participating in the Lord’s Supper, and by serving people around me. Keep my heart always focused on You. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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KidZone - Response Sheet 10 

The Aroma of LOVE 

 

1. God owns everything, so there is no point in giving Him offerings and tithe. 

    True 

    False 

2. Tithing is one way God helps us to be generous and thankful for His blessings. 

    True 

    False 

3. Tithe should be used for buying new furniture for the church. 

    True 

    False 

4. Taking part in the communion service reminds us of Jesus' death, burial, and resurrection. 

    True 

    False 

5. Giving gifts to Jesus is a way to show our love and thankfulness for all He has done. 

    True 

    False 

6. Tithe is: 

    one-fourth of our income or earnings. 

    one-tenth of our income or earnings. 

7. In the communion service, the bread and grape juice represent: 

    the Bible and the Holy Spirit. 

    Jesus' body and blood. 

8. We wash each other's feet as part of the communion service because: 

    it symbolizes that our sins are washed away through faith in 
         Jesus; and it represents our desire to serve others. 

    it is a ritual from church history, but has no meaning today. 

 



KidZone - Response Sheet 10 - Answers 

The Aroma of LOVE 

  

1. False 

2. True   

3. False 

4. True   

5. True   

6. Tithe is:  one-tenth of our income or earnings. 

7. In the communion service, the bread and grape juice represent: Jesus' body and blood. 

8. We wash each other's feet as part of the communion service because:  it symbolizes that our sins are washed away 
through faith in Jesus; and it represents our desire to serve others.   



 

 

 



 

“Absolutely! I wouldn’t miss it.” Josh knew that Randall’s birthday parties were not-to-be-missed 

extravaganzas. Who could forget Randall’s party last year, when an ice cream delivery truck had shown up 

loaded to capacity with every flavor and every kind of ice cream bar you could imagine—and you could pick 

your favorite? And then there was the year Randall’s parents had the presents delivered in a helicopter.  

    “We’re going to rent Kongo Kingdom before it even opens!” Randall explained.  

    “You’re kidding! You mean we’ll have the roller coaster all to ourselves?”  

   “And the Super Slide and the Tea Twister and the Gravity Grabber and the—well, at least until the park 

opens at eleven that morning.”  

    “Too cool!”  

    Josh was so pumped about the party he could hardly sleep that night. Not only did Randall host the best 

parties in town, he was also Josh’s closest buddy. When Josh’s parents divorced, Randall had come to the 

rescue and offered the support of a true friend. If it weren’t for Randall, Josh was sure he would have flunked 

English class last year. And it was Randall who showed up when Josh’s grandpa died. For Josh, there was no 

one he’d rather spend a day with than Randall.  

    For Jesus, there’s no one He’d rather spend a day with than you. That’s because He is the closest Friend you 

could ever have. Jesus invites you to a weekly party—like a special birthday party— just to spend time with 

Him. 

   This special day is called the Sabbath. It’s the time Jesus has set aside to spend with His special friends. 

 

 

God says He gave us the Sabbath to be a “sign” between Him and us (Ezekiel 20:12). It’s sort of like when you 

share something special between just you and your best friend. Jesus wants to be your best Friend, so each 

week He gives you His own day—twenty-four hours—to spend with Him. The Sabbath is a special sign 

between Him and you that He has saved you and is changing your life. 



 

1. The Sabbath is so important to God that He included it in the Ten Commandments. Read the fourth 
commandment (Exodus 20:8-11). What does God ask us to do—and not do—in this commandment? Put D for 
"do" or N for "not do" for each statement. 
   1. Work for six days. 
   2. Work on the Sabbath. 
   3. Remember the Sabbath. 
   4. Keep the Sabbath holy. 
   5. Make other people work on the Sabbath. 

    Example: N,D,N...  
Isn’t it interesting how people often forget the one commandment that Jesus said to “remember”? Read verse 

10 again and notice which day of the week the Lord commanded us to observe. 

2. What day is that? 

 the first day (Sunday) 

 the fourth day (Wednesday) 

 the seventh day (Saturday) 
If you look at most calendars, you’ll see that Sunday is the first day of the week. Saturday is the seventh day of 

the week. This weekly pattern hasn’t changed since creation. Like your birthday, the seventh day is a specific 

date. God’s Sabbath has always been celebrated on the seventh day as a memorial of creation. This means 

that the seventh day, Saturday, is God’s Sabbath. In many languages, the word for Saturday is Sabbath, such as 

the word Sábado in Spanish. 

3. Read Genesis 2:1-3. What did God do on the seventh day of creation week?  

 created the animals 

 rested 

 punished Adam and Eve 
 

God made the Sabbath when He made our world. He rested on the seventh day. He blessed it (made it a day 

with special benefits for us) and made it holy (set it aside for a special spiritual use). It’s a memorial of 

Creation—both of God’s power to create our world and also His power to create a new life in us. He asks us to 

worship Him on the seventh-day Sabbath and to keep it holy.  

    So why do so many people go to church on Sunday, the first day of the week, instead? After all, the Bible 

doesn’t say anything about the Sabbath being changed to a different day. Jesus and His disciples didn’t change 

the day. History tells us that it was church and government leaders who decided to have people worship on 

Sunday instead of the seventh-day Sabbath. Some examples are the Roman leader Constantine and the church 

councils a number of years after Jesus’ death. 

There are at least three good reasons why keeping the Sabbath holy is an ideal way for Jesus’ friends to 

express their love and loyalty to Him. 
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Think about what Jesus has done. He took your punishment for sin. He has a free gift that He wants to give 

you. This free gift means you never have to worry about being good enough to go to heaven.  

   Your part in receiving this free gift— a new life— from Jesus is to believe that Jesus has really saved you. 

Accept the fact that He has forgiven you. He has given you an entirely new and changed life.  

   Jesus gives you what you can never earn— a right standing with God. 

4. Read Ephesians 2:13. Choose the pair of opposites that describes our relationship to God before and after 
Jesus' death. 

   far off, near 

   invisible, visible 

   loving, hateful 
Nothing we do can add to what Jesus has done. His death on the cross makes us friends with God again.  

    The Sabbath is the ideal response to this gift. When God finished His work at Creation, He created the 

Sabbath for rest.  

    The Sabbath reminds us to rest from our impossible struggle to be good enough to be saved and to stop 

trying to earn our right to heaven. Every week God places before us the gift of the Sabbath as a reminder to 

rest. Just enjoy being with your Friend, Jesus. 

 

Justin’s Boy Scout troop posted its rules: 

    Rule 1: No firearms or explosives allowed at any Boy Scout activity. 

    Rule 2: Lock the gymnasium if you’re the last one to leave.  

    Rule 3: Pay your monthly dues.  

    Rule 4: Attend all meetings.  

    Rule 5: Wear your uniform to all events.  

    Justin understood why they had all the rules. Except one. He understood why firearms and explosives were 

banned. He had seen enough terrorist bomb explosions on television news reports. He knew the damage they 

created.  

    And Rule 2 made sense. What Boy Scout couldn’t remember the time George forgot to lock the back door 

and the gym was vandalized by neighborhood hoodlums? Right down the list—all the rules made sense. 

Except one.  

    “Why do we have to wear these crazy uniforms?” Justin asked the scoutmaster.  

    “Because it’s a symbol of your loyalty to Boy Scouts,” Mr. Nate responded. 
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In the same way, the Sabbath is a symbol of our loyalty to God. All of the Ten Commandments make sense and 

should be followed. Even non-Christians believe that people shouldn’t steal or kill or lie. Almost everyone 

observes nine of God’s Ten Commandments. But only a few keep the fourth commandment. 

Of what value, then, is the fourth commandment: “Remember the Sabbath day”? It shows unquestioned 

loyalty to God.  

    Researchers have learned that humans function best when they take one day in seven to rest and relax. But 

why the seventh day specifically? Only because God says so. We obey because God is a personal Friend in 

whom we can fully trust. And that’s all the logic His true followers need. 

 

Jesus kept the Sabbath (see Luke 4:16). He set an example for His followers. 

A writer named Rosa Veal tells of meeting Ruby Free, a remarkable woman with a secret. “I met her when she 

was conducting a Holy Land tour. ‘She must have a secret,’ I said to myself enviously. ‘How else can she 

accomplish so much, so easily?’ She was a good listener, a troubleshooter, an organizer, and a mother-hen to 

seventy-two tourists—yet she was never tired.  

    “Then I visited Ruby. And I think I discovered her secret. There it was—a two-word motto over her sink: ‘Yes, 

Lord.’ ”  

    That’s a great motto for all of God’s followers. “Yes, Lord.” Because they enjoy a close friendship with Him, 

their prayer will be: “Since Jesus kept the Sabbath and wants me to follow His example, then, ‘Yes Lord!’ ” 

 

 

 

 

Dear Father, I choose to follow Your example and keep your Sabbath holy. Whatever You ask me to do, my 

answer is: “Yes, Lord!” In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 



KidZone - Response Sheet 11 

A Day to Hang Out With Your Friend 

 

1. The Sabbath is like a birthday party, so we should keep the Sabbath only once each year. 

    True 

    False 

2. Jesus has set the Sabbath aside as a special time to meet with His friends. 

    True 

    False 

3. Jesus rested on the seventh day while He lived on earth. 

    True 

    False 

4. The seventh day of the week (Saturday) is the Sabbath. 

    True 

    False 

5. Keeping the Sabbath holy shows our love and loyalty to God. 

    True 

    False 

6. On the seventh day of Creation Week, God: 

    made Adam and Eve. 

    rested from all His creative work and blessed the seventh day 
         and made it holy. 

7. Most Christians today worship on Sunday, the first day of the week: 

    because Jesus changed the Sabbath to the first day of the week 
         and told His followers to worship on Sunday following His 
         resurrection. 

    because the day was changed from Saturday to Sunday by 
         church councils and government after the death of Jesus. 

8. On the Sabbath, Jesus: 

    wants to spend the whole day with us—His friends. 

    wants us to focus on trying to be good enough for heaven. 



KidZone - Response Sheet 11 - Answers 

A Day to Hang Out With Your Friend 

  

1. False 

2. True   

3. True   

4. True   

5. True   

6. On the seventh day of Creation Week, God:  rested from all His creative work and blessed the seventh day and made it 
holy. 

7. Most Christians today worship on Sunday, the first day of the week:  because the day was changed from Saturday to 
Sunday by church councils and government after the death of Jesus. 

8. On the Sabbath, Jesus:  wants to spend the whole day with us—His friends.   



 

 

 



 

The students were as hyper as hummingbirds while the teacher tried to engage them in conversation.  

    “Our lesson this week explores what happens when someone dies,” Mr. Cruz said. “Have any of you ever 

been to a funeral?”  

    A discussion with myself would have been more interactive, Mr. Cruz thought. No one is paying attention.  

    Then Damon, a visitor, spoke.  

    “Soon I’ll be going to my mom’s funeral.”  

    “Huh?”  

    Silence swallowed the room. The twitching kids froze like statues in shock.  

    “Uh . . . I . . . um . . .” the teacher stammered, “how long does the doctor give her to live?”  

    “Less than three months.”  

    “I am so sorry,” Mr. Cruz offered.  

    Damon stared at his Reeboks. “She knows Jesus, so we believe that she will go to heaven when Jesus comes, 

but it’s real hard right now.”  

    Then Damon asked the same question Mr. Cruz had posed earlier—but with much different results. “So 

what will happen when my mom dies?” When Damon asked it, everyone participated in discussing the 

answer. Together they turned to John 11 and explored the story of Jesus and Lazarus.  

    If you have ever wondered what happens when someone dies, then check out the story for yourself. Let’s 

take a look at what the youth group came up with that morning. 

 

Martha was upset! She blamed her brother’s death on Jesus. “Lord,” she complained, “if You had been here, 

my brother would not have died” (verse 21). Later Mary echoed the same idea (see verse 32).  

    Why are we often tempted to think that if someone dies, then God has forgotten us? Like Martha, we tend 

to think that if a person is following Jesus, then he or she shouldn’t die. It’s true that Jesus taught that 

believers would never die (see verse 26). What He was talking about is living with Him forever—not merely 



our death on this earth. Death in this world is more like a temporary separation between strawberries and 

shortcake. Hmmm, maybe that needs some explanation. . . . 

You see, the Bible teaches that a living being (“soul” in KJV) consists of two things: the dust of the earth and 

the breath of God (see Genesis 2:7). Take away one of the two elements, and by definition you no longer have 

a living being. Or think of strawberry shortcake. By definition, you need two things for this dessert: 

strawberries and shortcake. Take away the fruit, and all you have is cake. Take away the cake, and all you have 

is fruit. Similarly, when someone dies, the dust returns to the ground, and the breath (spirit) returns to God 

(Ecclesiastes 12:7). Take one without the other, and you don’t have a living being. 

1. a. Fill in this diagram based on Genesis 2:7. 
     Body + __________ = living being (“soul” in KJV) 

    health 

    mind 

    breath  
 
    b. Death is a temporary state for those who believe in Jesus; it lasts only until Jesus comes back. That’s what 
Jesus explained to Martha in John 11:25. What did Jesus say will happen to those who die believing in Him?  

    They will live. 

    They will stay in their graves forever. 

    They will become ghosts.  
 

If someone you love dies, don’t think that Jesus doesn’t care. Jesus cares deeply. In fact, we are told that when 

He arrived at the tomb of Lazarus, He cried. When you hurt, Jesus cries with you. And someday He will restore 

to life everyone who believes in Him. 

 

Another way to think about death is to imagine a long nap. Let’s look at the story of Jesus and Lazarus again. 

Jesus said to the disciples, “ ‘Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I may wake him up.’ Then His disciples 

said, ‘Lord, if he sleeps he will get well’ ” (John 11:11, 12). 

2. Read verse 13 and answer this question. True or False: When Jesus said Lazarus was sleeping, He was 
actually talking about Lazarus' death.  

      True 

      False 
According to Jesus, death is just a peaceful pause before He returns back to this Earth. We don’t need to worry 

that dead people are watching us from heaven or haunting us as ghosts. They are resting in their graves, not 

aware of anything that is going on around them (see Ecclesiastes 9:5). 
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The story of Lazarus shows that Jesus has power over death. Jesus stood at the burial cave and called Lazarus 

to come out. Jesus shouted, and Lazarus woke up. Bandaged eyes blinked. Stiff fingers wiggled. And a mummy 

arose. Listen to the story as it’s told in Scripture:  

    “It was a simple cave in the hillside with a slab of stone laid against it. Jesus said, ‘Remove the stone.’  

    “The sister of the dead man, Martha, said, ‘Master, by this time there’s a stench. He’s been dead four days!’  

    “Jesus looked her in the eye. ‘Didn’t I tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ . . . Then 

he shouted, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ And he came out, a living being, wrapped from head to toe, and with a 

kerchief over his face.  

    “Jesus told them, ‘Unwrap him and let him loose’” (John 11:38-44, The Message).  

    This is a good story to remember when death stings your circle of family or friends. In the end, Jesus has 

power over the grave. 

3. Discover what the apostle Paul says about the exciting day when Jesus brings the dead people who loved 
Him back to life. Read 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18. When will this happen? 

 right after they die 

 when Jesus comes back 

 1,000 years from now 
 

 
Light through the stained glass spills rust and red and orange on my grandpa’s bald head. As the organ plays 

“It Is Well With My Soul,” the preacher organizes his notes. Our family sits in the front pew, consumed with 

memories of Grandpa.  

    Karl, we do not want you to be ignorant about your grandpa who has fallen asleep, or to grieve like the 

rest of men, who have no hope. 

They are good memories. I remember the explosion of laughter when Grandpa triumphantly slammed down 

“the birdie” in a Rook game. I remember A&W root beer floats. And darebase. And groaning as I completed 

one more pull-up with Grandpa’s encouragement.  

    We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will resurrect your grandpa who has 

fallen asleep in Him.  

    Grandpa planted a big garden, broke up fights, pulled the grandkids in his wagon, chuckled at jokes, and 

sparkled when the topic of conversation drifted to rock hunting.  

    According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you, Karl, that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming 

of the Lord, will certainly not precede your grandpa who has fallen asleep.  

    He comes to mind when I smell Old Spice cologne and when I taste a really sour pickle. When I hear a 

squealing hearing aid, I can still hear him grumbling about those “lousy things.”  
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    For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel 

and with the trumpet call of God, and your grandpa will rise first.  

    Grandpa’s fire (life) has gone out. But we who believe hold firmly to God’s promise that Grandpa will live 

again.  

    After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with your grandpa in the clouds to 

meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore, Karl, encourage others with 

these words. (Adapted from 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18, NIV.) 

                                                                         – Pastor Karl 

 

In Youth Church that morning, the group encouraged Damon with the words of Scripture. “God is with you, 

Damon,” Mr. Cruz said, “especially when your mom dies. She won’t be dead forever, but will sleep until Jesus 

comes again. And when He comes again, she will burst out of the grave, for Jesus is stronger than death!”  

    “That’s good to know.” Damon managed a slight smile. 

 

 

 

Dear God, thank You for the hope that I can have in You—even in death. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 



KidZone - Response Sheet 12 

GRAVE Talk 

 

1. If someone dies, it means that God has abandoned them to Satan. 

    True 

    False 

2. When people die, they become ghosts and can come back to haunt us. 

    True 

    False 

3. For those who believe in God, death is temporary; it lasts only until Jesus returns to earth. 

    True 

    False 

4. Jesus cried when His friend, Lazarus died. This shows that He hurts, too, when someone we love dies. 

    True 

    False 

5. The fact that Jesus' friend Lazarus died shows that Jesus has no power over death. 

    True 

    False 

6. A living person (soul) is made up of two things: 

    the dust of the earth and the breath of life. 

    the head and body. 

7. When a person dies, they will: 

    be dead forever, even if they have accepted Jesus as their Savior. 

    be restored to life by Jesus when He comes—if they believe in 
         Him. 

8. Death is: 

    like a long nap. 

    stronger than God or Jesus because everyone eventually dies. 



KidZone - Response Sheet 12 - Answers 

GRAVE Talk 

  

1. False 

2. False 

3. True   

4. True   

5. False. 

6. A living person (soul) is made up of two things:  the dust of the earth and the breath of life.   

7. When a person dies, they will:  be restored to life by Jesus when He comes—if they believe in Him. 

8. Death is: like a long nap.  



 

 

 



 

 

“Isn’t it wonderful, Pastor?” the aged voice trilled. 

   “Huh? What in the world are you talking about?” the pastor wondered whether he was dreaming. 

   “Have you looked outside, Pastor?” 

  He peered outside into the blackness. 

   “It’s dark! It’s dark, Pastor!” 

   “Yeah? So?” 

   “This is it! No more arthritis! No more glaucoma! No more wheelchair! Soon I’ll be in my new heavenly body. 

Jesus is here at last!” 

   At last Pastor Haffner understood. “Mrs. Charles,” he said gently, “do you know it’s three o’clock in the 

morning?” 

   “What? No, Pastor, it’s three o’clock in the afternoon, and look how dark it is! Jesus is coming. All things are 

made new.” 

   “No, Mrs. Charles. It’s nighttime. That’s why it’s dark outside.” 

   “Are you sure, Pastor?” 

   “Yes, Mrs. Charles.” 

   “Oh, Pastor, I’m terribly sorry. I thought it was afternoon, and . . . I mean, I just assumed Jesus was . . . I feel 

so silly. I’m sorry. It must be this new medication Dr. Darcy put me on. Pastor, you go back to bed. I’m sorry. 

Good night.” 

   It would be great if Jesus had come that night and taken Mrs. Charles to Heaven. It would be great if God had 

destroyed her wheelchair that evening. And erased her wrinkles. And healed her glaucoma. And restored the 

bounce in her step as she sailed upward. 

   It would be great if we could make all things new, but we can’t. Only God can. So we hold to His promise: “I 

will come back.” 



1. Find that promise in John 14:1-3. Why did Jesus say He’s coming back? 

 to take us to be with Him 

 to punish evil people 

 to die for our sins again 
 

Imagine that day. A black cloud floats into view in the eastern sky. We stare at the cloud as it grows bigger and 

bigger. Closer and closer. Brighter and brighter. The flaming cloud expands to fill the heavens. Now it burns a 

brilliant white. 

Suddenly the cloud bursts into song! Angels of light sing a song that makes our senses tingle. Then all of 

heaven explodes as the cloud opens up to reveal Jesus, the Son of God! 

2. How do you think you will feel when you finally see Jesus face to face? Check as many answers as apply to 

you. 

 Scared      Disappointed 

 Excited    Relieved  

 Surprised  Full of love 

 Happy 

We shout, “It’s Jesus! It’s Jesus!” Crying and laughing at the same time, we hug each other and sing. 

3. Look up Isaiah 25:9 and read a song we'll be singing on that day. What word best describes the feelings 
expressed in this song? 

 angry 

 embarrassed 

 glad 
 
Closer and closer Jesus rides towards earth. With a shout that shakes the world, Jesus commands the dead, 

“Awake, my children who sleep in your graves.” The blasts of angels’ trumpets become louder as the dusty 

covers of millions of caskets are thrown back, and the sleeping friends of God wake up. 

   Mrs. Charles can exclaim, “No more arthritis! No more glaucoma! No more wheelchair! A new heavenly 

body! Jesus is here at last!” 

   Fascinated by the smile of Jesus, we gaze on His flowing hair and beaming face. He turns toward us, His 

husky arms and scarred hands outstretched in welcome. Eyes brimming with tears of joy, He exclaims, “I told 

you I would come again for you!” 

   Then Jesus whisks us into the sky. Higher and higher! Faster and faster! The world shrinks beneath our 

soaring feet. And the One who would rather die than live without us welcomes us home to heaven. 

   That will be quite a day, wouldn’t you agree? Jesus’ coming will affect everyone! 
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4. Read Revelation 1:7 and answer this question.  
True or False: Some people living on earth when Jesus returns will not see Him. 

     True 

     False 
 

Not everyone will be excited to see Jesus coming back. Those who chose not to accept His loving gifts of 

forgiveness and salvation will feel afraid and guilty. When they see Him coming, they’ll try to run and hide 

from Him! It’s sad to think of it, but Jesus won’t be able to take those people to heaven to live with Him 

forever. 

5. On that day, what will happen to our bodies? (Philippians 3:20-21) 

 Jesus will change them to be like His body. 

 They will be destroyed. 

 Nothing. 
 

Our bodies will be perfect again, the way God created them. We will never get sick or die any more. 

6. On that day, what will Jesus bring for you? (2 Timothy 4:8) 

 a new pair of shoes 

 a crown 

 a book of His teachings 
 

Jesus brings a crown that is a symbol of victory over sin. He will bring it to you, not because you defeated sin, 

but because He did. The battle with sin will be over. You’ll never fail again. You will wear the crown because 

Jesus earned it on the cross for you. 
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Signing off  
 
   “Hurry, Dad!” Kathy whined. “Can’t you drive any faster?” 
   “I’m going the speed limit. That’s as fast as I drive.” 
   “But I can’t wait to see San Diego.” 
   “Yeah,” Kathy’s brother, David, spoke up, “me either. Hurry up, Dad. I want to see Sea World.” 
“And the beach!” Kathy added. 

   “Settle down, kids,” Dad said with a smile. He was happy they were so anxious to see the city he had 

chosen for their vacation. “We’ll get there soon enough.” 

   For Kathy and David, “soon enough” would never be soon enough. For six months they had been studying 

books and photo albums of San Diego. Now they were finally going to visit it for real. 

   Kathy stared out the window. Once in a while she’d spot a sign that advertised the distance left to travel—

222 miles. 

   Will we ever get there? Kathy wondered. “Dad, how long does it take to drive 222 miles? 

   “About four hours, honey. Just be patient.” 

   “Four hours!” Kathy gasped. “David will have a mustache by the time we get to San Diego.” 

   “But I don’t shave yet,” David protested. 

   “That’s my point,” Kathy said. “We’re never going to get there.” 

 “Just watch for the signs,” Dad encouraged. 

   Soon another sign read “San Diego—152 miles.” 

 As the family neared San Diego, Kathy noticed that the signs appeared more frequently. 

   “I can tell we’re almost there, Dad.” 

   “How do you know?” 

   “Just read the signs! Now they’re everywhere!” 

   We as Christians are traveling toward a city that’s much bigger and prettier than San Diego. It’s a city God 

has designed for us. Like Kathy, we can tell we’re almost there because the signs tip us off. Jesus said in 

Luke 21 that when we see certain signs, we’ll know our trip through this world is almost over! 

   Read Matthew 24, and you will see that the signs are everywhere. Soon Jesus will say: “Ready or not, here 

I come!” 

   For those who have accepted Jesus the thought of the second coming sparks hope and anticipation. 

Remember why Jesus is coming—because He is so much in love with His children that He can’t live without 

us. 

 



 

 

If you want to be ready for Jesus to come, simply pray this prayer: 

 

   Dear God, I can’t wait to see You face to face! Be in charge of my life, and prepare me for that day. In Jesus’ 

name, Amen. 

 



KidZone - Response Sheet 13 

Here I Come! 

 

1. Jesus has promised to come back to Earth to take us to heaven. 

    True 

    False 

2. When Jesus returns, those who died loving and accepting Jesus will continue to sleep in the grave. 

    True 

    False 

3. When Jesus comes back to the Earth not everyone who is alive at the time will see Him. 

    True 

    False 

4. When He comes, Jesus will give us a crown that symbolizes victory over sin. 

    True 

    False 

5. In the Bible Jesus gave certain signs to help us know when His coming is near. 

    True 

    False 

6. When Jesus comes, His faithful followers will: 

    feel afraid and nervous. 

    receive a glorious new body that will never be sick again. 

7. Sinners who have rejected Jesus and who are alive when He returns will: 

    be taken to heaven, where they will have another chance to 
         accept Jesus. 

    be destroyed by the brightness of His coming. 

8. When Jesus comes: 

    Angels will blow their trumpets. 

    Those who have chosen not to follow Jesus will be excited to see 
         Him. 



KidZone - Response Sheet 13 - Answers 

Here I Come! 

  

1. True  

2. False 

3. False 

4. True   

5. True   

6. When Jesus comes, His faithful followers will: receive a glorious new body that will never be sick again. 

7. Sinners who have rejected Jesus and who are alive when He returns will:  be destroyed by the brightness of His 
coming. 

8. When Jesus comes: Angels will blow their trumpets.   



 

 

 



 

 

“I like playing soccer in their big yard,” Paul added. 

   Grandma and Grandpa’s place was a slice of heaven: swinging on the front porch, licking ice-cream cones, 

riding the horses, swimming in the creek, and best of all, listening to Grandpa’s stories about World War II. 

Yep, their place was heaven. 

   Until one visit. The aroma of fresh apple pies had disappeared from the kitchen. No one pulled Paul and 

Randy in the wagon. And the swing was always empty. Grandpa had died, and Grandma had moved to a 

nursing home. 

  What do you think Paul and Randy really liked most about visiting their grandparents’ house? Although the 

boys had many great things to do there, what really made the ranch special was Grandma and Grandpa. 

Without them, the huge slices of apple pie lost their flavor, the horses lost their canter, and the swing lost its 

magic. 



 

Heaven, too, will offer many great things to do: riding rhinos, flying to planets, eating the biggest, juiciest 

apples you ever sank your teeth into. But the best thing about heaven will be spending time with Jesus. 

   That’s what the apostle John tells us. In Revelation 21 he wrote: “I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God. . . . And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Now the dwelling 

of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and 

be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or 

pain, for the old order of things has passed away’” (Revelation 21:2-4, NIV). 

We read of no tears, no death, no fear, no night. But the wonderful things of heaven—even riding rhinos and 

flying to planets—will never fully satisfy us. Our joy and satisfaction will be complete only when we see God. 

   King David said to God, “But as for me, my contentment is not in wealth but in seeing you and knowing all is 

well between us. And when I awake in heaven, I will be fully satisfied, for I will see You face to face” (Psalm 

17:15, TLB). 

   That’s the best part of heaven—we’ll see Jesus face to face. A writer named Frederick Buechner said it well: 

“When you are with somebody you love, you have little if any sense of the passage of time. When you are with 

God, you have something like the same experience. The biblical term for the experience is Eternal Life. 

Another is Heaven.” 

 

If you’re like most people, then you’ve had questions about heaven. The Bible answers a lot of these 

questions. Fill in the answers for yourself by looking up the texts that go with the following questions: 

Is heaven a real place where we can live someday? 

1. Read John 14:1–3. What is Jesus doing now in heaven?  

 preparing a place for us 

 relaxing 

 visiting with the angels 
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Heaven is just as real as our Friend Jesus! And God is inviting you and me and all of His other children to live 

with Him there. But the Bible says we won’t stay there forever. Later God will re-create this earth as our 

perfect home for eternity. 

Will we be ghosts in heaven, or will we have real bodies? 

A couple of different texts help us answer this question. Philippians 3:20, 21 tells us that when Jesus comes 

our bodies will be changed to be like that of Jesus after His resurrection. Read Luke 24:39, and you’ll see how 

Jesus described His resurrected body. 

2. True or False: After Jesus rose from the dead, He was like a wispy fog and did not have hands, feet, flesh, or 
bones. 

    True 

    False 
Jesus had a real body.    He invited the disciples    to touch Him. He    talked to real people    and ate real food 

(Luke    24:43). The Bible    teaches us that when we    get to heaven, we will    have real bodies as well. 

Will we recognize each other in heaven? 

First Corinthians 13:12 says, “Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. 

Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known” (NIV). 

   In other words, we’ll know each other better in heaven than we do now. Yes! We will recognize our friends 

and family in heaven. We’ll also get to see our loved ones who died believing in Jesus. 

In heaven, will we sit around on clouds all day and play harps? 

3. Read Isaiah 65:21, 22. What are some activities people will be doing?  

    building houses 

    fighting with each other 

    eating 

    enjoying their work 
The Bible does mention harps in heaven, but nowhere does it describe a bunch of bored saints sitting around 

on clouds. Instead, it describes God’s people doing real activities like building mansions and planting gardens. 

In other words, there will be tons of meaningful things to do. If you enjoy doing new things, learning, and 

creating, then you’ll love heaven. 

What will animals be like in heaven? 

4. Read Isaiah 11:6-9 and choose the best answer. 

 They will kill and eat each other. 

 They will avoid people. 

 They will be peaceful and gentle. 
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Will sin ever spoil heaven? 

5. Read Revelation 21:27 and choose the best answer. 

 People will sometimes sin in heaven. 

 Heaven will never have anything sinful, unclean, or dishonest. 

 There will be just as much sin as here on earth. 
Good news! We’re promised that sin will never corrupt heaven again. Think about it. There will be no more 

fighting or killing or lying. No one will be sick or lonely. Heaven will be perfect—forever. Don’t you want to go 

to heaven soon? 

 

When you see things this week that make you angry and remind you of the sin in this world, pray and give 

thanks that someday soon Jesus will come and make all things new. Remember that it is only through His love 

and forgiveness that we can have a place in that perfect world. All we have to do is accept His gift. 

What’s YOUR Future? 

 

Q: What are you doing this summer? 

   A: I’ll probably get a job babysitting or something.  

   Q: What are you doing next fall? 

     A: I’ll go back to school.  

      Q: And then what? 

        A: Someday I’ll graduate.  

         Q: And then what? 

         A: I’ll get a job.  

            Q: And then what? 

            A: I’ll get married.  

               Q: And then what? 

               A: I’ll have kids.  

                  Q: And then what? 

                  A: I’ll retire.  

                     Q: And then what? 

                     A: I’ll die.  

                        Q: And then what? 
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Dear Father, thanks for loving me so much that You have prepared a special place for me in heaven. I want to 

be with You forever. In Jesus. name, Amen. 



KidZone - Response Sheet 14 

Your Favorite Place in the Universe 

 

1. The way to get to heaven is by accepting Jesus' gift of salvation. 

    True 

    False 

2. The best part about heaven is that we will be with Jesus and see Him face to face. 

    True 

    False 

3. In heaven we will have a real body, just as Jesus had a real body after His resurrection. 

    True 

    False 

4. We will do exciting, interesting things in heaven. 

    True 

    False 

5. People in heaven will hardly ever sin, and if they do, it will be only very minor sins. 

    True 

    False 

6. Some of the things the Bible says we will do in heaven include: 

    building houses, planting gardens. 

    being bored and not having fun. 

7. In heaven we will: 

    be able to ask Jesus face to face to forgive us when we sin. 

    get to learn about and experience interesting new things. 

8. Some things that will NOT be in heaven include: 

    sickness and death. 

    large animals like bears and lions. 



KidZone - Response Sheet 14 - Answers 

Your Favorite Place in the Universe 

  

1. True   

2. True   

3. True   

4. True   

5. False. 

6. Some of the things the Bible says we will do in heaven include:  building houses, planting gardens.  

7. In heaven we will:  get to learn about and experience interesting new things. 

8. Some things that will NOT be in heaven include:  sickness and death.  

 

 


